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Report: Hundreds more lewd photos of servicewomen shared online 


By Corey Dickstein and Seth Robson 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Pentagon officials have 
launched a new investigation into allegations 
that files containing hundreds of lewd photo¬ 
graphs of servicewomen have been shared on 
the internet recently, just about one year after a 
nude photo-sharing scandal rocked the Marine 
Corps and the Defense Department. 

The latest case, unveiled in a report by Vice 
News last week, alleges 267 photographs of fe¬ 
male servicemembers had been shared online 
in a Dropbox folder titled “Hoes Hoin’.” Imme¬ 


diately upon learning of the new allegations, the 
Marine Corps alerted the Naval Criminal Inves¬ 
tigative Service about the photographs. Marine 
Corps Capt. Christopher Harrison said Monday. 

Harrison and Air Force M^. Carla Gleason, a 
spokeswoman for the Pentagon, confirmed the 
new allegations span beyond the Marine Corps 
and could include all of the mihtary services. 
They would not say Monday whether active-duty 
or reserve servicemembers were suspected of 
distributing the content, which was made illegal 
in December as part of the 2018 National Defense 
Authorization Act. Within that law, Congress ap¬ 
proved court-martial punishment for service- 


members who engaged in the “wrongful broadcast 
or distribution of intimate visual images,” typical¬ 
ly nude photographs shared without the subject’s 
permission, often called revenge pom. 

“That new statutory authority will aid the de¬ 
partment in holding appropriately accountable 
servicemembers who engage in this miscon¬ 
duct,” Gleason said. 

Gleason said the Defense Department has 
been working directly with social media plat¬ 
forms to combat the spread of “malicious con¬ 
tent,” including revenge porn. 

SEE PHOTOS ON PAGE 5 
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Face of Marines' 
WWII recruiting 
efforts dies at 95 


By James Bolinger 
Stars and Stripes 

The Marine Corps has bid fare¬ 
well to a woman who was the face 
of the service’s recruiting efforts 
during World War II. 

Veronica Byrnes Bradley, 95, 
died Feb. 28 in New Milford, 
Conn. 

She was a corporal in the Ma¬ 
rine Corps Women’s Reserve and 
was featured on recruiting post¬ 
ers throughout the conflict. 

“We’d like to thank Cpl. Ve¬ 
ronica Byrnes Bradley for her 
incredible service to the Marine 
Corps, and the proud history she 
helped imbue into generations of 
Marines,” Marine Corps spokes¬ 
woman Capt. Sarah Burns said in 
a statement issued Friday. 

Bradley had received the 
World War II Victory Medal and 
the Connecticut Wartime Ser¬ 
vice Medal, according to a Feb. 
28 tweet by Connecticut Lt. Gov. 
Nancy Wyman. 

“Connecticut is grateful for her 
service during WWII & for set¬ 
ting the stage for women to serve 
in the military,” she wrote. 

In 1942, a then-19-year-old 
Bradley joined the Marines after 
seeing a poster of a woman wear¬ 
ing a “sharp looking” Marine 
Corps hat, the News-Times of 
Danbury, Conn., reported last 
year. She started out fixing planes 



TO FIGHT 


Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps 

This World War ll-era Marine 
Corps recruiting poster features 
Veronica Byrnes Bradley, who 
died at age 95. 

at an air station in Santa Barbara, 
Calif 

A year into her service, Bradley 
found out that her likeness was 
being used on recruiting post¬ 
ers encouraging other women to 
join up, the newspaper reported. 
The image features Bradley, clip¬ 
board in hand, standing in front 
of an aircraft and the words: 
“BE A MARINE. FREE A MA¬ 
RINE TO FIGHT.” 

Bradley told the newspaper that 
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Screenshot from Twitter 

Bradley poses with her World War ll-era recruiting poster in a Tweet posted last week by the Marine 
Corps. 

^Connecticut is grateful for her service during WWII & for setting 
the stage for women to serve in the military. ^ 

Nancy Wyman 

Connecticut lieutenant governor in a tweet 


she was proud to have served, 
adding that joining the Marines 
was one of the best decisions 
she’d ever made. 

“I had a good sense of being a 
good American,” she said. 

Replicas of the recruiting post¬ 


er hang in several museums, and 
her image has been used on post¬ 
cards and in documentaries about 
women’s role in the war. 

Bradley’s ashes will be placed 
at Arlington National Cemetery 
this month. 


She is survived by six children, 
12 grandchildren, 18 great-grand¬ 
children and two great-great 
grandchildren, according to the 
newspaper. 

bolinger.james(i)stripes.com 
Twitter: (I)bolingerj2004 
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Soldiers compete for best warrior titles 


By Marcus Fichtl 

Stars and Stripes 

DAEGU, South Korea — Water 
survival, stress shoots and a ruck 
march through a freak snow¬ 
storm didn’t stop 10 participants 
from competing for best warrior 
titles last week at the Army’s sus¬ 
tainment hub in the southeastern 
city of Daegu. 

The competitors, who won simi¬ 
lar contests at the brigade and bat- 
tahon levels, traveled from as far 
north as Camp Casey to earn a 
chance to represent the 19th Expe¬ 
ditionary Sustainment Command 
in the categories of best soldier, 
best noncommissioned officer, 
best officer and best KATUSA, as 
South Korean soldiers assigned to 
the Army are called. 

The winners, who will be an¬ 
nounced Thursday, will continue 
on to compete against represen¬ 
tatives from other Army units in 
South Korea for Eighth Army’s 
top spot in May. The NCO and sol¬ 
dier winners will then move on to 
the Pacific competition, and those 
winners will compete at the Army 
level later in the year. 

Command Sgt. M^. Maurice 
Chaplin, the 19th ESC’s senior 
enhsted adviser, called the com¬ 
petition a test of the “total soldier 
concept.” He said the competitors 
were tested in a dozen events, from 
land navigation to basic physical 
fitness, before ending with a tense 
formal board challenging their 
knowledge about the Army. 

The competitors ranged from 
mihtary policemen to ammuni¬ 
tion speciahsts to quartermas¬ 
ters — a microcosm of the 4,200 
troops tasked with moving beans 
and bullets across the peninsula, 
which is divided by the Demihta- 
rized Zone. 

“Our reach is from the DMZ to 
the sea,” Chaplin said. 

The logistical backbone of 
Eighth Army, the sustainment 
command was constituted in 
2005, though earlier iterations of 
the unit have been in South Korea 
since 1964. 

Some 28,500 US. servicemem- 
bers are based in South Korea, 
which remains technically at war 
with the North since the 1950-53 
conflict ended in an armistice in¬ 
stead of a peace treaty. 

Unlike most units in South 
Korea that maintain their fight¬ 
ing capabilities with drills and 
war games, the 19th ESC simply 
goes from “practice to game time” 
since their day-to-day mission of 
providing food, fuel and water is 
the same in peace as in war, Chap- 
hn said. 

While the mission stays the 
same, the challenges always 
change, and Chaplin said the best 
warrior competition tested just 
that with a surprise from Mother 
Nature during the 12-mile road 
march. 

“We were expecting rain, but 
what did we get? Snow,” he said. 
“You have to quickly adjust to 
your new element to continue 
to successfully accomphsh your 
mission.” 

Sgt. Jordan Mack, 29, an am¬ 
munition specialist with the 6th 
Ordnance Battalion, originally 
competed in the soldier category 



Photos by Marcus FicHTL/Stars and Stripes 

Sgt. William Stallworth, of 176th Financial Management Support Unit, 498th Combat Support Sustainment Battalion, plots points for land 
navigation during the 19th Expeditionary Command best warrior competition on March 6. 


To view video of the best warrior 
competition, go to: 

stripes.com/go/bestwarrior2018 




representing the massive in¬ 
dustrial depot at Camp Carroll 
known as Material Support Com¬ 
mand Korea but was promoted 
just a week prior to the competi¬ 
tion, propelling him into the NCO 
category. 

“I won the MSC-K brigade sol¬ 
dier category about two weeks 
ago, and then I got promoted last 
Friday, came here, and they boost¬ 
ed me up to the NCO category,” 
said Mack, of Thornville, Ohio. “It 
makes you want to try harder.” 

Pfc. Michael Jagelski, 18, of the 
94th Military Police Battahon, 
was thrust into the competition 
just two months after finishing 
basic training and arriving in 
South Korea in December. 

The Goldendale, Wash., native 
said the stress shoot — a gauntlet 
of physical and mihtary tasks end¬ 
ing with the soldier firing rounds 
downrange in a gas mask — was 
his turning point during the 
competition. 

“I didn’t know what to expect; I 
was surprised and, honestly, it was 
kind of terrifying, but I learned a 
lot about how I could handle pres¬ 
sure,” he said. 

Chaplin said he’s ready to see 
his soldiers take the next step and 
challenge the rest of South Korea 
to represent Eighth Army, pro¬ 
claiming he’d take any one of his 
“warriors” over a 2nd Infantry 
Division soldier. 

“19th all day,” he said. 

flchtl.marcus@stripes.com 

Twitter: @IVIarcusFichti 



Michael Jagelski, right, of 55th Military Police Company, 94th Military Police Battalion, rests after 
finishing a water survival event at Camp Walker, South Korea, on March 6. 



A 19th 
Expeditionary 
Sustainment 
Command 
best warrior 
competitor 
fires his 
pistol during 
a stress 
shoot at 
Masan, 

South 
Korea, on 
Wednesday. 
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Sports fans can expect more 
stadium flyovers this year 



Christopher OKULA/Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force 


Three F-16 Fighting Falcons from Edwards Air Force Base, Calif., fly 
past Dodger Stadium in Los Angeles after a ceremonial flyover for 
Game Two of the World Series on Oct. 25. 


By James Bolinger 
Stars and Stripes 

Sports fans are likely to see 
more stadium flyovers this year 
as the Air Force emerges from 
a cash crunch and looks to boost 
recruiting. 

The Air Force’s “2018 Aerial 
Events Policy” removes limits on 
flyovers at NFL and MLB games 
and allows for more flyovers at 
college and other sports events. 

The flyovers had been curtailed 
because of a Defense Department 
spending cap that forced units to 
reduce the amount of time mili¬ 
tary planes spend in the air. 

The cap was loosened in Feb¬ 
ruary — good news for recruit¬ 
ers who face a tough job amid a 



chronic pilot shortage and stiff 
competition from a booming pri¬ 
vate sector. 

It’s unclear how much of a boost 
the flyovers give recruiters. How¬ 
ever, recruiting leads increase 
significantly at air shows where 
there are Air Force demonstra¬ 
tion teams or flyovers, Air Force 
spokeswoman Jennifer Bentley 
told Stars and Stripes in an email 
Friday. 

“Flyovers are a way for the U.S. 
Air Force to showcase the capa¬ 
bilities of our aircraft while at the 
same time inspire a future gener¬ 


ation,” she said. “We are increas¬ 
ing the number of events eligible 
for support to assist with recruit¬ 
ing efforts and in telling the Air 
Force story.” 

Up to four aircraft at a time will 
be allowed to participate in each 
flyover, and the Air Force has 
abolished limits on the number of 
aircraft and equipment displays 
that it can set up on the ground, 
according to the new rules. 

The Air Force approves about 
a third of the flyover requests it 
gets and performs close to 1,000 
flyovers each year, including air 
shows, sports fixtures and events 
in support of patriotic holidays, 
Bentley said. 

The flyovers don’t cost the 
taxpayer because they’re part 


of training missions, she said. 
Sometimes a flyover involves 10 
minutes of a 12-hour mission. 

The Air Force sets the rules 
based on event schedules and 
what commanders can support, 
Bentley said. 


“Just because we increase the 
eligible number of events doesn’t 
mean that units will be able to 
support,” she said. “All flyovers 
are done on a volunteer basis.” 

bolinger.jamesdistripes.com 
Twitter: (I)bolingerj2004 


‘Better than any care package’: Effort gets blood to military hospitals 



Michael B. KELLER/Stars and Stripes 


U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Phillip Flanagan, right, from Landstuhl Regional Medical Center, 
disinfects U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Kameron Ussery's arm during a blood drive in 
February at Ramstein Air Base, Germany. 


By Chad Garland 
Stars and Stripes 

BAGRAM AIR FIELD, Afghanistan 
— A one-of-its-kind military program lets 
servicemembers far from the battlefields 
help their wounded comrades by forward¬ 
deploying their own blood. 

More is always needed. There’s steady 
demand in both Afghanistan and Iraq, 
where U.S. medical units treat both Ameri¬ 
can and coalition casualties. 

The need here soon could grow as more 
aggressive fighting is expected in Afghani¬ 
stan this spring. 

“The No. 1 thing people can do to save 
lives when they’re not in theater is to give 
blood,” said Col. Walter M. “Sparky” Mat¬ 
thews, a flight surgeon and commander of 
the U.S. military’s medical task force here 
in Afghanistan. “It’s better than any care 
package.” 

Despite advances that help stop hemor¬ 
rhaging, such as wider use of tourniquets, 
bleed-outs remain the leading cause of 
preventable death in combat, officials said. 
Dozens, if not hundreds of pints of blood, 
can be needed to keep a single patient alive 
during the treatment of severe battlefield 
wounds. 

Much of that blood comes from service- 
members themselves via the Armed Ser¬ 
vices Blood Program, which collects it at 20 
donor centers and mobile drives through¬ 
out the US., Europe, Japan and Guam. 

Frequent shipments arrive via a re¬ 
gional hub in the Central Command area 
of operations, said Capt. William Ceballos, 
head of the Fort Bragg, N.C.-based 432nd 
Blood Support Detachment, deployed here 
to bank blood and to distribute it to medical 
teams throughout the country. 

“Let’s say that you’re in the U.S. ... and 
you donate blood today,” Ceballos said. For 
that pint-sized unit to be tested, boxed up 
and shipped to Afghanistan, where it could 
save a life, “we could be looking at three 
days.” 

The blood program traces its roots to 
World War II and remains indispensable, 
Matthews said. Modern medical advances 
haven’t come up with an effective synthetic 
replacement for blood. 

But at least one key challenge remains. 

“Our biggest problem is (getting) do¬ 
nors,” said Col. Jennifer Gurney, a trauma 
surgeon in Iraq. 

Some servicemembers give to the Amer¬ 


ican Red Cross believing it goes to troops 
downrange, officials said, but only dona¬ 
tions to the Armed Services Blood Pro¬ 
gram go specifically to military facilities. 

Saving servicemembers 
and children alike 

Just down the road from Landstuhl Re¬ 
gional Medical Center in Germany last 
month, more than a dozen people trickled 
in during lunchtime to donate at the Kai¬ 
serslautern Military Community Center 
on Ramstein Air Base. 

“This blood is going right over to the 
trauma shelf on Landstuhl; it’s going 
downrange to combat operations,” said 
Colleen Urban, a donor recruiter for the 
blood program’s lone European center, 
which holds up to three mobile drives each 
week to support U.S. European Command, 
Africa Command and CENTCOM. 

Staff Sgt. Kameron Ussery, an aircraft 
mechanic, had personal reasons to give. 
His brother, a Marine infantryman, had 
just deployed to the Middle East. 

“I want to know at least some of the 


blood that can match his is out there some¬ 
where,” he said. 

Donated blood helps troops and anyone 
else treated at military medical facilities, 
like family members. 

“We actually had a donor (who) gave on 
Monday — their blood was used on Friday 
to save an infant” at Landstuhl’s neonatal 
intensive care unit. Urban said. 

Each week, she aims to collect at least 
100 units, each of which can save up to 
three lives. It’s good for 46 days, so sup¬ 
plies must be refreshed constantly. 

Commands could do more to help by 
sponsoring drives, offering incentives like 
extra time off or at least allowing person¬ 
nel time away from work to give. 

“Our mission is their mission,” she said. 
“Our blood is from the military for the 
military.” 

Building awareness 

Some donors were unaware of the pro¬ 
gram until happening upon a drive. Some 
only heard of it recently, like Senior Mas¬ 
ter Sgt. Brenton Sampson, who has do¬ 
nated three times since learning about the 


How to give blood 

Find a blood drive near you and 
make an appointment to donate 
at https://militarydonor.com. Be 
sure to hydrate and eat before your 
appointment. 

Most healthy adults are eligible to 
give blood, but some may be denied 
from donating temporarily, indefi¬ 
nitely or permanently for multiple 
reasons. 

To find out more about eligibility 
requirements, group appointments 
or hosting a blood drive, visit www. 
militaryblood.dod.mil. 

How to help 
if you can’t give blood 

■ Encourage others to donate. 

■ Accompany a friend to a blood 
drive for moral support. 

■ Donate baked goods to support 
a local drive. 

■ Volunteer to watch children for 
someone who wants to donate. 


program six months ago. 

“It goes straight downrange, so I try to 
help as best as I can,” he said. “I wish more 
people would come out to support this.” 

A bomb loader, Sampson deployed to A1 
Udeid Air Base in 2010, where he armed F- 
15 Strike Eagles for close air support mis¬ 
sions. Giving blood is just another way to 
support his fellow servicemembers in the 
fight. 

His colleague Master Sgt. Alan Lewis 
has given every 56 days, as frequently as 
allowed, ever since he learned the pro¬ 
gram needed his rare type AB-negative 
blood about eight years ago. 

Lewis said his next donation will be 
plasma to be freeze-dried, a way to get it 
into the field more easily without need of 
refrigeration. It can be donated more fre¬ 
quently and lasts longer. 

“In my job. I’m aircraft maintenance, 
so we’re not going to be on the front lines,” 
Lewis said. “We support our brothers who 
are in the fight — both through aircraft 
and the blood program.” 

gariand.chad@stripes.com 

Twitter: @chadgarland 
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Former Veterans Affairs Secretary Togo West, right, speaks with Sgt. Preston Jackson and his wife, 
Michelle, while touring wounded warrior facilities at Walter Reed Army Medical Center in 2009. 


Clinton appointee who investigated 
Army abuses and led VA dies at 75 


By Harrison Smith 

The Washington Post 

Togo D. West Jr., a government 
lawyer and high-ranking Clinton 
administration official who over¬ 
saw Army investigations into sex¬ 
ual harassment, served two rocky 
years as Veterans Affairs secre¬ 
tary and later directed investi¬ 
gations into the mistreatment of 
veterans at Walter Reed Army 
Medical Center and the roots of 
the 2009 mass shooting at Fort 
Hood, Texas, died March 8 from a 
heart attack on a Silversea cruise 
ship traveling between Barbados 
and Puerto Rico. He was 75. 

West served as an Army lawyer 
in the Judge Advocate General’s 
Corps and worked as the top law¬ 
yer in the Department of the Navy 
and Defense Department under 
President Jimmy Carter. 

He became the second black 
to serve as Army secretary when 
President Bill Clinton nominated 
him to the post in September 
1993 after the acting secretary, 
John Shannon, was charged with 
shoplifting a $30 blouse and skirt 
from the base store at Fort Myer 
in Virginia. 

The incident marked the begin¬ 
ning of an unusually eventful ten¬ 
ure for West, who was tasked with 
shepherding a Cold War Army 
into peacetime and implement¬ 
ing the Clinton administration’s 


“don’t ask, don’t tell” policy to¬ 
ward gay troops. 

As the Army’s senior civilian 
official. West oversaw a draw¬ 
down that reduced the branch 
from 18 to 10 active divisions, re¬ 
organized its reserve wings and 
battled criticism that the Clinton 
administration was using politi¬ 
cal patronage to determine who 
would be honored with burial at 
Arlington National Cemetery. 

West also orchestrated a rise in 
the number of opportunities for 
women in the military, said Joe 
Reeder, former undersecretary 
of the Army. 

In perhaps his most prominent 
action as Army secretary. West 
ordered an investigation into se¬ 
nior officers’ responsibility for 
sexual abuse at Aberdeen Proving 
Ground in northern Maryland, 
where in 1996 three male instruc¬ 
tors were charged with rape and 
other sex crimes against female 
recruits. Over 50 recruits eventu¬ 
ally came forward with allegations 
of sexual abuse at the base. 

While West’s handhng of the 
sexual assault investigations drew 
praise on Capitol Hill, his tenure 
at the Veterans Affairs Depart¬ 
ment was marked by accusations 
of mismanagement, as well as 
complaints that the department 
was doing too little to ensure prop¬ 
er health care for veterans. 

Appointed department chief in 


January 1998 after Chnton’s ini¬ 
tial choice for the position, Hershel 
Gober, withdrew amid accusa¬ 
tions of sexual harassment. West 
inherited a sprawhng system of 
172 hospitals, 132 nursing homes 
and more than 650 chnics. 

Behind the scenes, he soon 
began battling a White House 
spending plan that would have 
decreased VA funding when ac¬ 
counting for inflation. 

An additional $3 billion was 
added to the bill, but West re¬ 
ceived scant credit. He was by 
then mired in separate controver¬ 
sies over his travel practices and 
over what an inspector general’s 
report described as an atmo¬ 
sphere of “total chaos” at the VA’s 
Office of Congressional Affairs. 

He resigned in 2000. 

Following investigative ar¬ 
ticles by The Washington Post, 
he joined former Army secretary 
John Marsh in leading a 2007 in¬ 
vestigation into red tape and de¬ 
caying facilities that hampered 
care at Walter Reed. 

Three years later, he and Adm. 
Vem Clark, former chief of naval 
operations, oversaw a Pentagon 
review into the shootings at Fort 
Hood, in which an Army psychia¬ 
trist killed 13 people. The shooter 
was Muslim, leading West to 
warn against proposals to spy on 
troops, particularly on the basis 
of religion. 


New destroyer heading to SC for commissioning 


By Patrick Ochs 
The (Biloxi, Miss.) Sun Herald 

The USS Ralph Johnson set sail from Ingalls Ship¬ 
building in Pascagoula on Friday. The guided missile 
destroyer is headed to Charleston, S.C., where it will 
be the latest Arleigh Burke-class destroyer commis¬ 
sioned into the U.S. Navy on March 24. 

The ship is named after Medal of Honor recipient 
Pfc. Ralph Henry Johnson, who was 19 in the midst 
of the Vietnam War when his 15-man reconnaissance 
patrol was attacked in Quan Due Valley on March 5, 
1968. With the battle enveloping the 3rd Battalion, 
7th Marines, a hand grenade landed in the fighting 
hole Johnson shared with fellow Marines, according 
to Huntington Ingalls Industries. Johnson threw his 
body over the grenade, absorbing the full impact of 


the blast. He died instantly and was posthumously 
honored by President Richard Nixon in 1970. 

The USS Ralph Johnson is equipped with the Aegis 
Baseline 9 combat system, allowing it to use Integrat¬ 
ed Air and Missile Defense capability with Ballistic 
Missile Defense 5.0 and Naval Integrated Fire Con¬ 
trol-Counter Air. 

The ship is the 64th Arleigh Burke-class destroyer 
and 30th DDG 51 class destroyer built by Huntington 
Ingalls, according to the Navy. 

According to a news release, the keel of the Ralph 
Johnson was laid down in the fall of 2014. The ship 
was launched in Dec. 2015 and christened on April 
2,2016. 

Following commissioning, the ship will make her 
way to homeport in Everett, Wash. 


Photos: Military still 
struggling with troops’ 
social media abuse 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

But the pace at which social 
media platforms expand and 
evolve and the anonymity with 
which some of them are able to 
operate online can make it diffi¬ 
cult for authorities to detect such 
harassment or to identify the vic¬ 
tims, she said. 

In the new allegations. Vice re¬ 
ported most of the images in the 
folder show women in military 
clothing. Some of them show the 
women’s faces, dog tags, uniforms 
and name tags. 

“Some of the photos are selfies, 
others are clearly taken by anoth¬ 
er person,” the Vice report said. 
“Some show women performing 
sexual acts. A few are of service- 
members fully clothed, in appar¬ 
ent attempt to shame or discredit 
them.” 

“Finally, some photos are crude 
collages showing a fully clothed 
servicemember in uniform on 
one side and a nude photo of the 
same woman on the other,” the 
report added. 

Some of the photos had been 
previously shared in other online 
groups while others appear to be 
new. Vice reported. 

Dropbox said in a statement 
that the link to the photographs 
had been removed and banned 
from its file sharing service. 

“It cannot be recirculated on 
Dropbox,” according to the com¬ 
pany’s statement. “As always, 
we investigate reports of content 
that violate our Acceptable Use 
Policy. If we find a violation, we 
take down the content and, when 
appropriate, take other measures 
such as banning the content and/ 
or reporting to law enforcement.” 

The military has struggled to 
deal with servicemembers’ be¬ 
havior on social media since last 
March, when it was revealed 
by the online news service War 
Horse that some 30,000 people 
had joined a now-defunct Face- 
book group called Marines Unit¬ 
ed, where active-duty and veteran 
Marines shared nude photos of 
female servicemembers and oth¬ 
ers, made derogatory comments 
about them and threatened some 
of the women. 

On March 7, 2017, three days 
after the initial Marines United 
report, Gen. Robert Neller, com¬ 
mandant of the Marine Corps, 
responded to the scandal in a 


Marines are 
expected to 
intervene and report 
every instance of 
online misconduct to 
the extent required 
by the law. f 

Marine Corps video posted on 
Twitter 


video, telling Marines to focus on 
training to fight adversaries, not 
“hiding on social media” and par¬ 
ticipating in or allowing online 
activities that disrespect or harm 
their fellow servicemembers. 

The other military services 
reported some of their service- 
members had been engaged in 
similar behaviors and others 
were victims. 

The Pentagon has cracked 
down on online misconduct in 
the year since the probe began. 
Each service has updated its so¬ 
cial media policies, clarifying the 
sharing of explicit photographs 
online was harassment. 

The Marines announced last 
week that 55 Marines had been 
punished to date for involvement 
in online sexual harassment. 
Seven Marines have faced courts- 
martial, six have been adminis¬ 
tratively separated from service, 
15 received unspecified nonjudi¬ 
cial punishments and 27 received 
adverse administrative actions. 
Another 19 cases are pending, ac¬ 
cording to the Corps, which said 
not all of the cases stemmed from 
the initial Marines United probe. 

In a video posted on Twitter 
last week, the Marine Corps said 
the Naval Criminal Investiga¬ 
tive Service has examined some 
131,000 images on 168 websites 
and investigated 123 individuals. 
Meanwhile, the Corps has trained 
200,000 Marines on proper social 
media usage. 

“Marines are expected to inter¬ 
vene and report every instance of 
online misconduct to the extent 
required by the law,” the video 
said. 

dickstein.corey@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 
robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 
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Taliban appear uninterested in bold peace offer 



Rahmat Gul/AP 


A^han President Ashraf Ghani, center, and delegates stand for the national anthem 
during the second Kabul Process conference at the Presidential Palace in Kabul on 


By Kathy Gannon 
Associated Press 

ISLAMABAD — Afghan President 
Ashraf Ghani has put a peace offer on the 
table, and analysts say the ball is now in the 
Tahban’s court. But so far, the militants are 
showing no sign of being interested. 

Ghani’s offer calls for unconditional talks 
accompanied by a cease-fire, recognition 
of the Taliban as a pohtical party, an office 
in Kabul and the release of some prisoners. 
Ghani said he would also try to get Taliban 
leaders removed from international terror¬ 
ist lists as well as provide them with pass¬ 
ports to allow them to travel freely. 

The Taliban, who have long demanded to 
talk directly to the United States before the 
Kabul government, replied with silence. 

Early indications are not promising. 

Over the weekend, the Taliban issued a 
rambling Enghsh-language statement urg¬ 
ing Islamic clerics to boycott a gathering 
later this month in Indonesia, where reli¬ 
gious leaders from Pakistan, Afghanistan 
and Indonesia are to meet to see if they can 
offer a path to peace in Afghanistan. The 
conference in Bogar, in Indonesia’s West 
Java, is organized by the Indonesian Ulema 
Council, an association of clerics, but with 
official Afghan support. 

The Tahban denounced the gathering, 
warning the Afghan clerics, “Do not afford 
an opportunity to the invading infidels in 
Afghanistan to misuse your name and par¬ 
ticipation in this conference as means of at¬ 
taining their malicious objective.” 

Another discouraging sign came from 
a Taliban official familiar with his move¬ 
ment’s stand on Ghani’s offer. He criticized 
it, telling The Associated Press that it did 
not address Taliban demands for the with¬ 
drawal of international forces from Afghan¬ 
istan or the implementation of an Islamic 
system. 

Many in Afghanistan and elsewhere, par¬ 
ticularly women’s rights activists, are fear¬ 
ful of the Tahban’s hard-line interpretation 
of an Islamic system and deeply oppose 
giving the group any room to implement it. 
During Taliban rule, which ended with the 
U.S.-led invasion in 2001, girls were denied 
education and women were denied access to 
jobs. Men were forced to wear beards, and 
music and television were outlawed. 

Since their ouster, the Taliban have is¬ 
sued several statements saying they would 
allow girls to go to school — but under strict 
Islamic guidehnes — and let women work 
— but segregated from male colleagues. 
They have not committed to women in lead¬ 
ership roles or to their equal participation 
with Afghan men. 

The Taliban official said the aim of his 
movement’s war is twofold — “to end the in- 


Feb. 28. 

vasion and enforce an Islamic system. Has 
Ashraf Ghani talked about this? It seems 
Ghani does not want peace and is just jok¬ 
ing.” The official spoke on condition of ano¬ 
nymity to discuss the Taliban position. 

Still, Ghani’s peace offer has met with 
widespread approval. Though the presi¬ 
dent has repeatedly urged the Taliban to 

I ^lt seems 
(President 
Ashraf) 

Ghani 
does 
not want 
peace and 
is just 
Joking. ^ 

Taliban official ing first. And there are 
anonymous m^or unknowns ex¬ 
ternal to the proposal 
itself Can Ghani heal a 
deepening crisis within his own profoundly 
divided government enough to present a 
united front at the negotiation table? And 
the elephant in the room: Is the United 
States seeking a more permanent presence 
in Afghanistan? 

A negotiated peace is widely seen as the 
only way to end Afghanistan’s war, which 
is now in its 17th year and has caused the 
deaths of tens of thousands of civilians. 


Over the years, it has cost the United States 
alone more than $122 bilhon. 

“Any Afghanistan peace process is going 
to be long and difficult, with ups and downs, 
and there will always be plenty of room 
for skepticism that it won’t succeed,” said 
Andrew Wilder, vice president of the Asia 
Programs at the United States Institute of 
Peace. “However, I’m even more skepti¬ 
cal that any side will win the war, so the 
only alternative to another four decades of 
violence and bloodshed is to prioritize the 
peace process.” 

Wilder will be among dozens of Afghan 
watchers attending this week’s conference 
on Afghanistan at the Peace Research In¬ 
stitute Oslo in the Norwegian capital be¬ 
ginning Tuesday. In 2015 Oslo brokered 
previous talks with the Tahban. 

Thomas Ruttig, co-founder of the inde¬ 
pendent Afghanistan Analysts Network, 
called Ghani’s offer “a good beginning, not 
more, not less.” 

“Most elements of the proposal have been 
brought up earlier, but now they come in a 
combined form,” he said. “A cease-fire was 
officially mentioned for the first time, but 
without any explanation. Who first, both 
sides together? And if the latter, how to get 
there? This needs talks first.” 

The Tahban have been consistent in their 
demand for talks with the United States 
before talking to the Afghan government. 
Washington has been equally insistent in its 
official stance, refusing to talk directly to 
the Tahban, though it has held secret talks 
in the past. 


Afghan forces 
retake offices 
from Taliban 

By Rahim Faiez 

Associated Press 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Afghan 
security forces recaptured a dis¬ 
trict headquarters in western Farah 
province Monday, just hours after 
the Tahban overran the pohce and 
administrative offices, khling eight 
pohcemen, a spokesman said. 

The development came as insur¬ 
gent attacks against security forces 
have stepped up across Afghanistan, 
including in Farah province. 

In Monday’s assault, the Tahban 
launched a multipronged attack and 
stormed the district headquarters in 
Anardara, which they were able to 
hold on to for a few hours before Af¬ 
ghan reinforcements arrived. 

Nasrat Rahimi, deputy spokesman 
for the Interior Ministry, said that 
along with the eight killed in the as¬ 
sault, 10 security forces were wound¬ 
ed in the morning attack. 

“Right now, the district headquar¬ 
ters and the area around it are under 
control of the Afghan security forces,” 
Rahimi said, adding that “fighting is 
ongoing in three different parts of the 
district” as Afghan forces pursue the 
Taliban. 

The Afghan forces also carried out 
heavy airstrikes during the day in 
Anardara, and more than 50 Taliban 
fighters were reported killed so far, 
he added. 

Fared Bakhtawer, the head of the 
provincial council in Farah, con¬ 
firmed the developments and said 
the Taliban have been surrounded in 
other parts of the district. 

“The Afghan forces have warned 
the Tahban either to surrender or die 
on the battlefield,” said Bakhtawer. 

The Taliban claimed responsibility 
for the attack shortly after it began, 
according to a media statement 
from Qari Yusouf Ahmadi, a Taliban 
spokesman. 

The Anardara attack followed a 
weekend assault in Bala Buluk dis¬ 
trict that killed 15 Afghan forces 
— seven army commandos and eight 
pohcemen. 


embrace peace talks, 
this was the first time 
he laid out a set of of¬ 
fers. Even neighbor 
Pakistan, which has 
been sharply criticized 
by Afghanistan and the 
United States for har¬ 
boring Tahban on their 
soil, has lauded Ghani’s 
offer. 

But analysts caution 
that many details are 
left uncertain, such as 
who would stop fight- 


More civilians leave Syrian rebel enclave as army forces advance 


By Bassem Mroue 
Associated Press 

BEIRUT — A small group of 
Syrian civihans left the rebel-held 
enclave of eastern Ghouta just out¬ 
side Damascus on Monday, while 
the area’s largest armed rebel 
group said it agreed with Russian 
forces to have the wounded evacu¬ 
ated from the besieged territory. 

State-run Syrian TV broadcast 
footage showing a group of men, 
women and children it says left 
the town of Madyara after it was 
captured by Syrian troops Sunday. 
The TV showed several women 
carrying babies and welcoming 
the Syrian army and claiming the 
rebels were preventing civihans 


from leaving eastern Ghouta. 

The civihans used a corridor 
established by the Syrian army 
amid the mihtary’s gains that have 
effectively divided eastern Ghouta 
into three parts. 

Recapturing the enclave would 
mark one of the most significant 
victories for President Bashar 
Assad in the seven-year civil war. 
It would also be the worst setback 
for rebels since the opposition was 
ousted from the eastern half of the 
city of Aleppo in late 2016 follow¬ 
ing a similar siege and bombing 
campaign. 

Eastern Ghouta is larger and 
more populated, with some 
400,000 people believed to be 
living there, trapped under a re¬ 


lentless air and ground bombard¬ 
ment and a crippling yearslong 
siege. More than 1,000 people 
have been killed since the large- 
scale government offensive 
began on Feb. 18. 

In rapid advances over the 
weekend, Syrian government 
forces split eastern Ghouta in two 
— a northern and southern part — 
then cut off key towns of Douma 
and Harasta from the rest of the 
enclave, further squeezing the res¬ 
idents inside them. Douma is east¬ 
ern Ghouta’s largest settlement. 

The military’s advances have 
apparently also increased the fear 
and confusion among residents 
and armed groups inside the ter¬ 
ritory. Local council member lyad 


Abdelaziz said residents and local 
authorities are now considering 
evacuating the town. 

Many, however, are too scared 
to leave through corridors set up 
by the Syrian government and 
their Russian alhes. 

The largest rebel group in east¬ 
ern Ghouta, the Army of Islam, 
said it agreed with Russian forces 
to evacuate the wounded from the 
enclave. Its statement said the deal 
with the Russians was reached 
through the United Nations. 

The Army of Islam said the 
wounded will be evacuated in 
stages but made no mention if they 
are rebel fighters or civilians. The 
group also did not say when the 
evacuations would begin or where 


the wounded would be taken. 

Meanwhile, thousands of people 
were fleeing the northwestern 
town of Afrin on Monday as Turk¬ 
ish troops and Turkey-backed op¬ 
position fighters inched closer to 
completely besieging it. Ebrahim 
Ebrahim, a Europe-based spokes¬ 
man for the largest Kurdish group 
in Syria, the Democratic Union 
Party, or PYD, said those fleeing 
were heading toward government- 
controlled areas. 

He said people are fleeing out 
of fear that Turkish troops and 
Turkey-backed Syrian opposition 
fighters might commit atrocities 
against the Kurds and minorities 
in the town. 

















Tuesday, March 13,2018 


Stars and Stripes 




Page? 


NATION 



Andres Kudacki/AP 


Yellow buoys that a New York police officer said are suspending 
a helicopter that crashed on the East River float next to an NYPD 
police boat at a pier in New York on Sunday. 


Helo crashes in 
NYC's East River; 

5 killed, pilot lives 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — A pilot who sur¬ 
vived when his helicopter went 
down in Manhattan’s East River, 
killing five passengers, said in an 
emergency radio transmission 
that he had engine failure. 

The pilot is heard saying, “May- 
day! Mayday! Mayday!” during 
the crash Sunday night. The pilot 
reported “an engine failure over 
the East River” and referenced 
a hotel, while the person at the 
other end of the transmission had 
trouble making out what the pilot 
was saying. 

The pilot freed himself and was 
rescued by a tugboat, but emer¬ 
gency divers had to remove the 
passengers on the charter heli¬ 
copter, which was being used for 
a photo shoot, from tight safety 
harnesses while they were upside 
down. Fire Commissioner Daniel 
Nigro said. 


The National Transportation 
Safety Board dispatched investi¬ 
gators Monday. 

Video taken by a bystander and 
posted on Twitter shows the red 
helicopter land hard in the water 
and then capsize, its rotors slap¬ 
ping at the water. 

Witnesses on a nearby water¬ 
front esplanade said the helicopter 
was flying noisily, then suddenly 
dropped and quickly submerged. 
The pilot appeared on the surface, 
holding on to a flotation device as 
a tugboat and then police boats 
approached. 

A Federal Aviation Administra¬ 
tion spokeswoman said the Euro¬ 
copter AS350 went down just after 
7 p.m. The aircraft was owned by 
Liberty Helicopters, a company 
that offers both private charters 
and sightseeing tours popular 
with tourists. A phone message 
left with the company was not im¬ 
mediately returned. 


Police: Deadly Texas 
explosions likely related 


Austin American-Statesman 

AUSTIN, Texas — Two deadly 
package explosions in Austin in 
the past two weeks appear simi¬ 
lar and related, authorities said 
Monday before warning residents 
against taking suspicious pack¬ 
ages inside their homes. 

A 17-year-old was killed and 
a woman in her 40s was injured 
in an explosion Monday inside 
an East Austin residence after 
he brought a package into their 
home, interim Austin Police Chief 
Brian Manley said. 

The incident is being investigat¬ 
ed by police and federal authori¬ 
ties, as a homicide, the chief said. 

He also said that investigators 


are not ruling out the possibil¬ 
ity of the explosions being a hate 
crime because the victims in the 
cases are African-American. 

The U.S. Postal Service told in¬ 
vestigators that the package did 
not come through their facilities, 
so the package was likely left by 
someone at the doorstep, Manley 
said. 

Federal and local investigators 
are still looking into the death of a 
man March 2 as a possible homi¬ 
cide after an explosion in a North¬ 
east Austin neighborhood. 

Monday’s explosion has prompt¬ 
ed investigators to immediately 
begin considering whether the 
two recent explosions are related. 


New Englanders preparing for 
blizzard conditions, foot of snow 



Steven Senne/AP 


Maureen Niland, left, of Marshfield, Mass., and Kim Varghese, of 
Plymouth, Mass., walk along a seawall near damaged beachfront 
homes on Sunday in Marshfield. 

^Hopefully, this will be the final punch of 
winter. 9 

Kim Buttrick 

National Weather Service meteorologist 


Associated Press 

BOSTON — Winter-weary 
New Englanders are preparing 
for blizzard conditions, a foot or 
more of snow and high winds 
as the third major nor’easter in 
two weeks bears down on the 
Northeast. 

The National Weather Ser¬ 
vice on Monday issued a winter 
storm warning for much of New 
England and a winter weather 
advisory for eastern New York, 
Pennsylvania and northern New 
Jersey even as residual power 
outages from the previous storm 
linger. 

The storm is expected to hit 
about midnight and last through 
most of the day Tuesday, with 
snow accumulating at a rate of 2 
inches per hour during the Tues¬ 
day morning commute. 

While the first two storms of 
the month brought coastal flood¬ 
ing and hundreds of thousands of 
power outages, this winter mon¬ 
ster is a little bit different. 

“This one’s main impact is 
going to be snow,” said Kim But¬ 
trick, a meteorologist with the 
National Weather Service office 
in Taunton, Mass. 

More power outages are pos¬ 
sible, but they are not expected 
to be as widespread as last week. 
Only minor coastal flooding is 
possible. 

Wind gusts as high as 65 mph 
are forecast in coastal areas. 

Boston and eastern Massa¬ 
chusetts, as well as Rhode Is¬ 
land, could get a foot and a half 
of snow, with less to the west of 
the city. 

Maine is also bracing for a 
hard hit. The Portland Interna¬ 
tional Jetport has had 75.5 inch¬ 
es of snow, far above the normal 
for the date of 51.8 inches, with 


another 12 to 18 inches on the 
way, said James Brown, of the 
National Weather Service. 

In New York, heavy, wet snow 
is forecast for Long Island, which 
could get 5 to 10 inches of accu¬ 
mulation, while 2 to 4 inches are 
possible in New York City. 

In New Jersey, the storm is ex¬ 


pected to start out as light rain in 
most areas, then turn to a wintry 
mix before changing over to all 
snow by early Tuesday, leaving 
behind anywhere from 1 to 4 
inches. 

“Hopefully, this will be the 
final punch of the winter,” But¬ 
trick said. 
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Trump backs off 
raising assault 
rifle purchase age 



Gregory Bull/AP 


A boy looks through the first section of a newly constructed structure along the border separating 
Mexicali, Mexico, and Caiexico, Caiif., on March 5. 

Despite heated rhetoric, little 
changed on US-Mexico border 


By Jill Colvin 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The White 
House unveiled a new plan to pre¬ 
vent school shootings that backs 
off President Donald Trump’s 
support for increasing the mini¬ 
mum age for purchasing assault 
weapons to 21. 

Instead, a new federal commis¬ 
sion on school safety will examine 
the age issue as part of a pack¬ 
age the White House announced 
Sunday in response to the school 
shooting in Parkland, Fla., last 
month that left 17 dead. 

The administration also 
pledged to help states pay for fire¬ 
arms training for teachers and 
reiterated its call to improve the 
background-check and mental 
health systems. 

In a call with reporters Sunday 
evening, administration officials 
described the plan as a fulfillment 
of Trump’s call for action in the 
wake of the Parkland shooting. 

“Today we are announcing 
meaningful actions, steps that 
can be taken right away to help 
protect students,” said Education 
Secretary Betsy DeVos, who will 
chair the commission. 

DeVos said that “far too often, 
the focus” after such tragedies 
“has been only on the most con¬ 
tentious fights, the things that 
have divided people and sent 
them into their entrenched cor¬ 
ners.” She described the plan as 
“pragmatic.” 

The plan was panned immedi¬ 
ately by gun control advocates, 
including the Brady Campaign to 
Prevent Gun Violence. “Ameri¬ 
cans expecting real leadership to 
prevent gun violence will be disap¬ 
pointed and troubled by President 
Trump’s dangerous retreat from 
his promise,” said Avery Gardin¬ 
er, the group’s co-president. 

Senate Minority Leader Chuck 
Schumer, of New York, described 
it as “tiny, baby steps designed 
not to upset the NRA, when the 
gun violence epidemic in this 
country demands that giant steps 
be taken.” 


Trump convened a series of 
listening sessions in the weeks 
after the February massacre. In 
televised meetings with lawmak¬ 
ers, survivors of recent school 
shootings and the families of vic¬ 
tims, Trump made a strong case 
for arming teachers, but also for 
increasing the age for purchasing 
long guns. 

“I mean, so they buy a revolver 
— a handgun — they buy at the 
age of 21. And yet, these other 
weapons that we talk about ... 
they’re allowed to buy them at 18. 
So how does that make sense?” he 
told school officials last month. 
“We’re going to work on getting 
the age up to 21 instead of 18.” 

But Trump also has spoken 
repeatedly in recent weeks with 
the heads of the powerful Na¬ 
tional Rifle Association, which 
considers increasing the age of 
purchase to be an assault on the 
Second Amendment. The NRA 
on Friday sued Florida over a 
new gun law signed by Republi¬ 
can Gov. Rick Scott that bans the 
purchase of firearms by anyone 
younger than 21. 

Instead, the issue will be one of 
a list of topics to be studied by the 
DeVos commission, which then 
will provide recommendations 
to the president. Administration 
officials said they had not set a 
deadline for the commission’s 
recommendations, but expected 
they’d made in less than a year. 

During the meetings. Trump 
also advocated arming certain 
teachers and school staffers, ar¬ 
guing that gun-free schools are 
“like an invitation for these very 
sick people” to commit murder. 

As part of the plan, the White 
House has directed the Justice 
Department to help states part¬ 
ner with local law enforcement 
to provide “rigorous firearms 
training to specifically qualified 
volunteer school personnel,” said 
Andrew Bremberg, director of 
the president’s Domestic Policy 
Council. The White House did 
not immediately say how much 
money would be made available. 


By Elliot Spagat 

Associated Press 

CALEXICO, Calif — The daily 
commute from Mexico to Califor¬ 
nia farms is the same as it was 
before Donald Trump became 
president. Hundreds of Mexi¬ 
cans cross the border and line 
the sidewalks of Calexico’s tiny 
downtown by 4 a.m., napping on 
cardboard sheets and blankets 
or sipping coffee from a 24-hour 
doughnut shop until buses leave 
for the fields. 

For decades, cross-border 
commuters have picked lettuce, 
carrots, broccoli, onions, cauli¬ 
flower and other vegetables that 
make California’s Imperial Val¬ 
ley “America’s Salad Bowl” from 
December through March. As 
Trump visits the border Tuesday, 
the harvest is a reminder of how 
little has changed despite heated 
rhetoric in Washington. 

Trump will inspect eight proto¬ 
types for a future 30-foot border 
wall that were built in San Diego 
last fall. He made “a big, beau¬ 
tiful wall” a centerpiece of his 
campaign and said Mexico would 
pay for it. 

But border barriers extend the 
same 654 miles they did under 
President Barack Obama and, so 
far. Trump hasn’t gotten Mexi¬ 


co or Congress to pay for a new 
wall. 

Trump also pledged to ex¬ 
pand the Border Patrol by 5,000 
agents, but staffing fell during his 
first year in office further below 
a congressional mandate because 
the government has been unable 
to keep pace with attrition and 
retirements. There were 19,437 
agents at the end of September, 
down from 19,828 a year earlier. 

In Tijuana, tens of thousands 
of commuters still line up week¬ 
day mornings for San Diego at 
the nation’s busiest border cross¬ 
ing, some for jobs in landscaping, 
housekeeping and shipyard main¬ 
tenance. The vast majority are 
U.S. citizens and legal residents 
or holders of “border crossing 
cards” that are given to millions 
of Mexicans in border areas for 
short visits. The border crossing 
cards do not include work au¬ 
thorization but some break the 
rules. 

Fewer workers make the trek 
now than 20 and 30 years ago. But 
not because of Trump. 

Steve Scaroni, one of Imperial 
Valley’s largest labor contractors, 
blames the drop on lack of interest 
among younger Mexicans, which 
has forced him to rely increas¬ 
ingly on short-term farmworker 
visas known as H-2As. 


“We have a saying that no one 
is raising their kids to be farm¬ 
workers,” said Scaroni, 55, a 
third-generation grower and one 
of Imperial Valley’s largest labor 
contractors. Last week, he had 
two or three buses of workers 
leaving Calexico before dawn, 
compared with 15 to 20 buses 
during the 1980s and 1990s. 

Crop pickers at Scaroni’s Fresh 
Harvest Inc. make $13.18 per 
hour but H-2As bring his cost to 
$20 to $30 per hour because he 
must pay for round-trip trans¬ 
portation, sometimes to southern 
Mexico, and housing. The daily 
border commuters from Mexi¬ 
cali cost only $16 to $18 after 
overhead. 

Scaroni’s main objective is to 
expand the H-2A visa program, 
which covered about 165,000 
workers in 2016. On his annual 
visit to Washington in February 
to meet members of Congress and 
other officials, he decided within 
two hours that nothing changed 
under Trump. 

“Washington is not going to fix 
anything,” he said. “You’ve got 
too many people — lobbyists, pol¬ 
iticians, attorneys — who make 
money off the dysfunction. They 
make money off of not solving 
problems. They just keep talking 
about it.” 


Trump’s visit to California comes amid frayed relations 


By Jill Colvin 
AND Michael R. Blood 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — Donald 
Trump is coming — at last — to 
the state he loves to hate, setting 
foot in California for his first time 
as president. 

This is turf he lost to Democrat 
Hillary Clinton by more than 
4 million votes in 2016. He has 
mocked its judges for blocking 


his agenda, has sued over its lax 
enforcement of immigration laws 
and has threatened to pull out 
federal agents. 

But there’s something he’s 
dying to see here: the prototypes 
for his long-promised wall on the 
U.S.-Mexico border. And there’s 
something he’s eager to do here: 
raise cash from the Beverly Hills 
crowd. 

Trump’s arrival Tuesday will 
come just days after his Justice 


Department sued to block a trio 
of state laws designed to protect 
people living in the U.S. illegally. 
Democratic Gov. Jerry Brown 
likened it to “an act of war” by 
Trump’s administration. 

“The State of California is shel¬ 
tering dangerous criminals in a 
brazen and lawless attack on our 
Constitutional system of govern¬ 
ment,” Trump complained in his 
weekly address, accusing Cali¬ 
fornia’s leaders of being “in open 


defiance of federal law.” 

White House officials said the 
trip has been in the works for 
months and the timing so close to 
recent flare-ups was coincidental. 

When asked if Trump planned 
to play nice on the trip. White 
House spokeswoman Sarah 
Huckabee Sanders said: “Look, I 
think if anybody is stepping out of 
bounds here, it would be someone 
who is refusing to follow federal 
law, which is certainly not the 


president. And we’re going for 
what we hope to be an incredibly 
positive trip.” 

Trump’s overnight visit will 
include a stop in San Diego to in¬ 
spect eight sample designs for the 
wall he wants to build. 

He also will be speaking with 
members of the military and trav¬ 
eling to Los Angeles for a splashy 
Beverly Hills fundraiser, where 
attendees will pay up to $250,000 
per person. 
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Officials are tight-lipped after 
attack at Calif, veterans home 


Associated Press 

YOUNTVILLE, Calif. — Au¬ 
thorities in Northern California 
have so far been tight-lipped about 
why a former Army rifleman may 
have killed three women after a 
daylong siege at a veterans home 
in Napa County wine country. 

Albert Wong, 36, slipped into a 
going-away party for two employ¬ 
ees of The Pathway Home on the 
campus of the Yountville veter¬ 
ans home campus Friday, then let 
some people leave, but kept the 
three women. 

Wong, whose military records 
show he served in Afghanistan 
from April 2011 to March 2012, 
was enrolled in The Pathway 
Home’s veteran treatment pro¬ 
gram until he was recently ex¬ 
pelled, according to a relative of 


one of the women. 

Law enforcement officials did 
not respond to questions through¬ 
out the weekend about what led to 
Wong being dismissed from the 
program or if officials had alerted 
pohce or others to any concerns 
about his mental health. Records 
also show a state-issued security 
permit Wong had for a 9mm fire¬ 
arm was canceled in October but 
state officials could not immedi¬ 
ately say why. 

Executive Director Christine 
Loeber, 48; Clinical Director 
Jennifer Golick, 42; and Jennifer 
Gonzales Shushereba, 32, a clini¬ 
cal psychologist with the San 
Francisco Department of Veter¬ 
ans Affairs Healthcare System, 
were remembered as talented 
women who cared deeply about 
veterans suffering from post- 


traumatic stress. 

Gonzales Shushereba was seven 
months pregnant. She was mar¬ 
ried a year ago and was supposed 
to travel to Washington with her 
husband this past weekend to cel¬ 
ebrate their anniversary. 

“Jennifer and her colleagues 
died doing the work they were so 
passionate about — helping those 
in critical need,” her husband, T. J. 
Shushereba said in a statement. 

Directors of the veterans pro¬ 
gram are beginning an exhaus¬ 
tive review of security protocols, 
said The Pathway Home spokes¬ 
man Larry Kamer. It may never 
reopen, he said. 

The six residents have been 
moved to other facilities while 
officials discuss the future of the 
program, Kamer told the San 
Francisco Chronicle. 



Josh Edelson/AP 


A woman who declined to give her name cries Saturday after placing 
flowers at a sign at the Veterans Home of California the morning 
after a hostage situation ended with the discovery of four bodies. 



Devra Weber, La Raza Photograph collection, UCLA Chicano Studies Research 

Center/AP 

Protesters take part in the Theodore Rooseveit High School walkout 


Lots of talk, little action on 
curbing health care costs 


’68 student 
protesters 
see link to 
Fla. teens 

By Russell Contreras 

AND NoREEN NaSIR 

Associated Press 

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. — Par¬ 
ticipants of a 1968 Los Angeles 
high school walkout over dropout 
rates, paddle beatings for speaking 
Spanish and other issues say they 
hear echoes of those protests in 
the voices of outraged students at 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 
School in Parkland, Fla., where 17 
people died in a mass shooting. 

“Just like we did, the students 
are taking a stand for their own 
humanity, and they won’t be 
stopped,” said Yoli Rios, 67, who 
walked out of class 50 years ago. 

Parkland students have held 
rallies, confronted elected offi¬ 
cials and are promising to mobi¬ 
lize eligible youth to register to 
vote, all in an effort to push law¬ 
makers for tougher gun control 
laws. A national demonstration is 
planned Wednesday, when orga¬ 
nizers have called for a 17-minute 
school walkout in memory of those 
who died last month. 

The East Los Angeles protests 
began when Mexican-American 
students from different schools 
started speaking to each other 
about poor school conditions they 
all faced. Eventually, after school 
administrators refused to listen to 
their concerns, students at differ¬ 
ent high schools staged collective 
walkouts at the same time. 

A national outcry ensued after 


in March 1968. 

police beat student protesters with 
clubs andthrewthemontheground 
before corralling the bloody teens 
on buses. Latino students in New 
Mexico and Texas held walkouts 
historians say helped create the 
Chicano Movement. 

“A lot of us were nervous. And 
scared,” said Carlos Munoz, Jr., a 
student protester and now profes¬ 
sor emeritus of Chicano Studies 
at the University of California, 
Berkeley. “People were not used 
to being part of mass protests and 
things hke that.” 

Munoz was one of the 13 ac¬ 
tivists charged with disrupting 
the schools and faced 66 years in 
prison until the California State 
Appellate Court ruled that the 
charges against them violated 
their free speech rights. 

East Los Angeles students and 
those in other walkouts were 
successful at persuading school 
districts to hire more Hispanic 
teachers, introduce bilingual and 
ethnic studies classes and end 
public swatting for speaking Span¬ 
ish in class. 


Rios said she sees parallels with 
how some have tried to discredit 
the Parkland students. 

“I remember someone going on 
TV and calling us Communists 
and said we were influenced by 
some little red book,” Rios said, 
referring to Chinese Communist 
leader Mao Zedong’s writings. 

Munoz said social media is help¬ 
ing the Parkland effort in ways 
the students in East Los Angeles 
never could have imagined. 

One Parkland student, Emma 
Gonzalez, has catapulted into the 
national spotlight for her passion¬ 
ate appeal for change. 

After Bobby Lee Verdugo saw 
Gonzalez on TV at a Florida rally 
criticizing pohticians who take 
campaign contributions from 
the National Rifle Association, 
he posted her photo on Facebook 
next to a picture of his wife as a 
17-year-old. 

“She has the same energy of 
Yoli,” Verdugo, 67 said. “Nothing 
stopped Yoli, and nothing will stop 
Emma. I can’t wait to see what 
comes next.” 


By Alan Fram 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — It started as 
a bipartisan attempt to curb soar¬ 
ing health care premiums. 

But Congress’ effort to stabilize 
the nation’s insurance markets is 
faltering amid escalating demands 
by each party and erratic posi¬ 
tions by President Donald Trump. 
Democrats want bigger federal 
subsidies for consumers under 
President Barack Obama’s health 
care law while Republicans, still 
fighting that statute, aim to relax 
its coverage requirements and 
win abortion restrictions. 

The bickering could collapse the 
whole effort, with each side blam¬ 
ing the other when next year’s ex¬ 
pected higher insurance rates are 
announced — just weeks before 
Election Day on Nov. 6. 

The effort forces Republicans to 
choose between trying to avert bad 
news about premiums shortly be¬ 
fore elections or standing by their 
opposition to anything viewed as 
propping up “Obamacare.” 

Trump hasn’t clarified things 
for his party. In a single day in 
October, he bounced from prais¬ 
ing one bipartisan plan as “a very 
good solution” to labeling it “bail¬ 
outs to insurance companies.” 

Signs indicate insurance prices 
will likely continue upward. With¬ 
out federal action, premiums are 
expected to rise in every state by 
up to 32 percent next year and by 
a cumulative 90 percent or more 
through 2021, according to a re¬ 
port by Covered California, the 
state agency overseeing Califor¬ 
nia’s health care exchange. 

To try containing those increas¬ 


es, lawmakers crafted two biparti¬ 
san bills last year. 

One by Sens. Susan Collins, R- 
Maine, and Bill Nelson, D-Fla., 
would provide billions to states for 
reinsurance. The funds would help 
insurers afford covering some of 
the sickest, costliest customers. 

Another by Murray and Sen. 
Lamar Alexander, R-Tenn., would 
revive federal payments to car¬ 
riers to subsidize discounts they 
give lower-earning consumers for 
costs like deductibles and copay¬ 
ments. Trump halted the subsidies 
in October as part of his effort to 
upend Obama’s law. 

In other changes, the new GOP 
tax law has erased the tax penal¬ 
ties enforcing the “Obamacare” in¬ 
dividual mandate, which requires 
most people to buy coverage. 
Trump has also proposed making 
it easier for insurers to sell poli¬ 
cies that last less than a year and 
have fewer consumer protections 
than Obama’s statute imposes, 
like required coverage for people 
with pre-existing conditions. 

Citing blows to Obama’s law. 
Democrats say the tax credits that 
help milhons pay premiums need 
to be more generous and cover 
more people. They want to re¬ 
store spending used to encourage 
people to buy coverage and block 
Trump from allowing the sale of 
low-cost, low-coverage plans. 

Republicans have their own 
demands. 

A White House memo says any 
effort to strengthen markets must 
have language that “ensures all 
federal dollars are life-protected” 
— a reference to restrictions on 
using the programs to finance 
abortions. 
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Va. community grapples with desire for change 


By Debbie Truong 

The Washington Post 

MECHANICSVILLE, Va. — In more 
than 50 years, Nannie Davis has hardly 
worn her high school class ring. She bought 
it unaware that engraved into the metal 
would be the images of Robert E. Lee, a 
Confederate general, and Jefferson Davis, 
president of the Confederacy, flanked by 
the Confederate flag. 

It was another reminder she was unwel¬ 
come, an embodiment of the two years she 
spent at Lee-Davis High School, where 
white students spewed racial epithets and 
where she sat, humiliated, at pep rallies as 
classmates clapped to a song Confederate 
soldiers marched to, “Dixie.” 

She was among the first students to in¬ 
tegrate the high school in this Richmond, 
Va., suburb, where ties to the Civil War run 
deep. 

“You had to have a mind of steel,” said 
Davis, 68. “You couldn’t react to every 
name call, every shght. You just have to 
be nonviolent, nonconfrontational in hopes 
that things would be better. That’s what you 
do. But it takes a toll.” 

The school name always made her uneasy. 
So when she learned Lee-Davis was the lat¬ 
est Southern school named for Confederate 
figures to become the subject of a renaming 
effort, Davis volunteered her voice. 

She offered stirring testimony to the 
school board. “Sometimes, people are afraid 
to challenge,” Davis said. “I’ve never been 
afraid to challenge. I just didn’t know how.” 

The dividing hnes in the battle over Lee- 
Davis High School, home of the Confeder¬ 
ates, and nearby Stonewall Jackson Middle 
School, home of the Rebels, are familiar. 

Driven by an outspoken contingent of 
alumni and community members, pro¬ 
ponents who want the names and mas¬ 
cots changed say they ennoble men who 
fought to preserve slavery and represent a 
deeper, more painful racial history at the 
schools. Opponents of the effort to change 
the names regard it as a foolhardy attempt 
to rewrite history. 

But few communities swept into the reck¬ 
oning over Confederate imagery in the pub¬ 
lic sphere remain as steeped in the legacy of 
the Civil War as MechanicsvUle. 

Historic markers dot the community. A 
park commemorating a Civil War battle¬ 
field is a short drive from the schools. Rev¬ 
elers at the annual Christmas parade wave 
Confederate flags. Students refer to a cor¬ 



JuLiA RENDLEMAN/The Washington Post 


Nannie Davis, 68, a graduate of Lee-Davis High School, is part of an effort to change 
the name of the school, which honors Confederate figures. 


ner of the high school parking lot where big 
trucks with Confederate emblems line up as 
“redneck row.” 

And while advocates who succeeded 
in renaming schools elsewhere found a 
groundswell of local support, many alumni 
and residents in Mechanicsville appear re¬ 
sistant to change. An onhne petition to keep 
the names and mascots of the high school 
and middle school has amassed more than 
three times as many signatures as the one 
seeking to remove them. 

“Tradition & Pride,” a mantra on the high 
school’s website, is “The Lee-Davis Way.” 

Days after deadly violence flared in 
Charlottesville, Va., last August, with coun¬ 
terprotesters clashing with white national¬ 
ists, neo-Nazis and Ku Klux Klan members 
who descended for a Unite the Right rally, 
Ryan Leach posted to Facebook. 

“Please let me know if any LDHS alum¬ 
ni would be interested in a local, state or 
national campaign to FINALLY change 
the name and mascot of Lee-Davis High 
School,” he wrote. 

In the 700-word missive, the 2010 grad¬ 
uate recalled the discomfort of hearing 
cheerleaders chant, “Go, Confederates!” 
during football games, sometimes against 
predominantly black teams. At school, stu¬ 


dents sported shirts with the Confederate 
flag, and others balked at learning that the 
Civil War was fought over slavery, he said. 
Hundreds of people shared the post and 
commented on it, 
some vehemently 
critical. 

“The problem is 
people hke you are 
being brainwashed 
by media and our 
government to 
believe what they 
want you to be¬ 
lieve,” one Face- 
book user wrote. 

“You can’t erase 
history. And that is 
why everything is 
named after histo- 


It (the name 
Lee-Davis 
High Schooi) 
humiiiates 
us. It makes 
us feei iike 
we are iess 
than a human 
being. ^ 


graduate of Lee-Davis another wrote. 

High School rS^^e?can 

people that I am 
friends with that attended there were of¬ 
fended of the mascot.” 

Other alumni who attended Lee-Davis as 
far back as the 1960s were supportive. 

“This is something that’s been ignored 
and pushed away,” Leach said. 


Some students struggled privately when 
they attended the school. Avi Hopkins, a 
decorated running back and wrestler at 
Lee-Davis in the early 1990s, was troubled 
by the name emblazoned on his school uni¬ 
form, by playing under the banner of men 
who were “oppressors of my ancestors.” 

“This idea that for every touchdown, 
every yard gained, for every great play 
— that name. Confederates, is going to be 
lifted up in some way,” Hopkins said. “This 
issue was one that was a burning one, espe¬ 
cially for me.” 

Black students offended by the school 
name discussed their concerns with each 
other, he said. But mostly, the teenagers felt 
paralyzed, worried about the consequences 
of taking action. 

“It’s such a delicate point in your life,” 
Hopkins said. “Looking back on it, I think 
it would have been a small inconvenience to 
have stepped forward.” 

Mahri Jones didn’t suppress her alarm 
when she encountered the school name 
painted on a wall in 1997 after her family 
moved from Prince William County, Va. 
It was an introduction, she said, to a high 
school where daily interactions were in¬ 
formed by race. 

Jones, who is white, attended prom with 
a black schoolmate. A teacher, she said, 
phoned her mother to make sure she knew 
Jones was spending time with a student 
who was black. Classmates regarded Jones 
as dramatic for criticizing the name and 
mascot, she said. 

“If you know there is a symbol that is 
very representative of a pain from our his¬ 
tory to a targeted group of people, just out 
of common respect, why wouldn’t you just 
take that down?” 

Despite the Charlottesville violence in 
August, the pace of change is slow in Me¬ 
chanicsville, said Davis, who graduated 
from Lee-Davis in 1967. The school is 81 
percent white and about 10 percent black, 
according to fall 2016 enrollment numbers 
from the Virginia Department of Educa¬ 
tion. Hanover, the county in which Me¬ 
chanicsville is located, is 87 percent white, 
according to 2016 Census data. 

Proponents of renaming the school aren’t 
trying to deny history, Davis said. But they 
don’t want to memorialize a dark period, 
either. “They are failing to reahze what it 
does to African-Americans and people who 
were not part of the Confederacy,” Davis 
said. “It humiliates us. It makes us feel like 
we are less than a human being.” 


Baltimore park space where Confederate 
statue once stood rededicated to Tubman 


By Kevin Rector 
The Baltimore Sun 

BALTIMORE—More than 200 
local residents and elected leaders 
gathered on a tree-hned corner of 
a Baltimore park Saturday to re¬ 
dedicate the space, which had long 
venerated two Confederate gener¬ 
als, to the famed abolitionist and 
Underground Railroad conductor 
Harriet Tubman. 

“We stand on the shoulders of 
this great woman,” said Ernestine 
Jones-Wilhams, 71, a Baltimore 
County resident and a Tubman 
family descendant who spoke on 
behalf of the family. “We are over¬ 
whelmed. Overwhelmed. Thank 
you, and God bless you.” 

The ceremony in Wyman Park 
Dell, on the 105th anniversary of 
Tubman’s death, took place feet 


from the now-empty pedestal of a 
large, bronze, double-equestrian 
statue of Confederate Gens. Rob¬ 
ert E. Lee and Stonewall Jackson 
and officially renamed the space 
Harriet Tubman Grove. 

The statue had stood in the park 
since 1948 but was removed in 
August amid a national debate and 
protests over Confederate sym¬ 
bolism and monuments and how 
they are viewed by those who see 
them as offensive reminders of the 
country’s racial history and those 
who proudly consider them a part 
of their Southern heritage. 

The public reckoning over the 
placement and meaning of such 
statues in public spaces, and the 
often negative roles the people 
honored by these monuments 
played in history, began in large 
part in 2015, after white suprema¬ 


cist Dylann Roof shot nine blacks 
to death in a church in Charles¬ 
ton, S.C. It grew last August after 
a violent white supremacist rally 
to protest the planned removal 
of a statue of Lee in Charlot¬ 
tesville, Va., led to the death of a 
counterprotester. 

Mayor Catherine Pugh’s ad¬ 
ministration removed four Balti¬ 
more monuments with ties to the 
Confederacy — the Lee-Jackson 
monument; a monument to Chief 
Justice Roger B. Taney at Mount 
Vernon Place; the Confederate 
Soldiers and Sailors Monument on 
Mount Royal Avenue; and the Con¬ 
federate Women’s Monument on 
West University Parkway — days 
after the Charlottesville rally in 
an unannounced, overnight oper¬ 
ation, citing “safety and security” 
concerns. 



Algerina Perna, The Baltimore Sun/TNS 


Ernestine Jones-Willianis, a sixth-generation niece to Harriet Tubman, 
stands next to Tubman’s portrait on Saturday. 
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In North Korea, no news on summit with US 


Lack of confirmation 
raises skepticism on 
leader’s intentions 

By Eric Talmadge 

Associated Press 

TOKYO—News of the planned 
summit between President Don¬ 
ald Trump and North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un sent shock- 
waves around the globe. But in 
North Korea — as of Monday, 
several days after the announce¬ 
ment — not a word about it had 
been reported by the state-run 
media. 

Pyongyang has been surpris¬ 
ingly quiet on the momentous, 
and possibly even historic, events 
that have come in quick succes¬ 
sion over the past few months. 

It has essentially barred for¬ 
eign media from visiting the 
country for more than a month 
and, while trumpeting the need 
for better inter-Korean relations, 
clung to the same anti-U.S., pro- 
nuclear weapons tone it struck at 
the height of its missile-testing 
frenzy last year. 

Officials in Seoul say Pyong¬ 
yang is keeping them in the dark 
as well. 

“Regarding the North Korea- 
U.S. summit meeting, there 
hasn’t been an official response 
by the North Korean government. 
So we think North Korea is hav¬ 
ing a cautious approach on the 
issue as it needs time to organize 
its stance,” Unification Ministry 
spokesman Baik Tae-hyun said 
Monday. 

It’s not unusual for the North 
Korean media to take their time 
in getting out the news. 

Because they are state-run, all 
newspapers, radio and television 
broadcasters and the official news 
agency are without fail on mes¬ 
sage. As Baik suggested, some¬ 
times it takes a while to figure out 
what that message should be. 

The North Korean government 
might have also been holding off 
because it’s concerned the sum¬ 
mit proposal could fall through, 
which could be hard to explain to 
its own public. 

But as of Monday, the only offi¬ 
cial word of the North’s offer of a 
summit with Trump in exchange 
for a moratorium on missile and 
nuclear tests had come from 
South Korea. The North’s main 
newspaper, the Rodong Sinmun, 
which is run by the ruling party, 
had only put out a few paragraphs 
about a visit by senior South Ko¬ 
rean officials last week. 

It made no mention of any sum¬ 
mit plans, let alone any conditions 
or statements on whether Kim is 
seriously mulling abandoning his 
nuclear weapons. 

Though it warranted just a brief 
in the North’s main newspaper, 
last week’s meeting in Pyongyang 
was a big one. 

It led to an agreement for Kim 
to have a summit with South Ko¬ 
rean President Moon Jae-in next 
month. The same officials then 
carried to Washington a verbal 



Ahn Young-joon/AP 


Protesters demanding peace on the Korean Peninsula stage a rally near the U.S. Embassy in Seoul, South Korea, on Monday. The signs 
read, “Welcome planned summits between North Korea and the United States, South Korea and North Korea.” 


message of Kim’s willingness to 
meet Trump, which the U.S. pres¬ 
ident is said to have immediately 
accepted. The Trump-Kim sum¬ 
mit is supposed to take place by 
May. 

The lack of confirmation from 
Pyongyang has generated skepti¬ 
cism about how accurately Seoul 
and Washington are depicting 
Kim’s intentions. 

The silence on the summits 
was even more glaring because of 
how the North had played up the 
Olympic diplomacy that started it 
all off 

Kim used his nationally tele¬ 
vised New Year’s address to 
launch the first salvo of his new 
charm offensive, wishing for the 
success of the Pyeongchang Olym¬ 
pics and vowing 2018 would be a 
historic year for Koreans on both 
sides of the Demilitarized Zone. 
The annual address is a m^or 
news event and Kim’s biggest 
regular platform for making im¬ 
portant policy announcements. 

The North then grabbed the 
spotlight for several days at the 
Olympics by dispatching a made- 
for-the-cameras delegation of 
female cheerleaders, pop singers 
and even Kim’s younger sister, 
who managed to upstage a visit at 
the same time by US. Vice Presi¬ 
dent Mike Pence. Photos of her 
with Moon were front-page news 
in the North. 

Not a single story was written 
or broadcast about the perfor¬ 
mance of the North’s athletes, 
however. 

Their best finish was 13th, in 
pairs figure skating. 


S. Korea praises China’s role 
in nudging North toward talks 


By Christopher Bodeen 

Associated Press 

BEIJING — South Korea’s national security 
director on Monday praised Chinese President Xi 
Jinping’s role in nudging North Korea toward de¬ 
nuclearization talks, following word of a possible 
summit between President Donald Trump and 
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un. 

Meeting with Xi at the Great Hall of the People 
in Beijing, Chung Eui-yong said the situation on 
the Korean Peninsula had “undergone very posi¬ 
tive changes.” 

“(South Korean) President Moon Jae-in believes 
that the leadership of the Chinese government, es¬ 
pecially the leadership ability of President Xi, has 
played a big role in this,” Chung said. 

“That we were able to get to this stage shows 
China has played an important role,” he said. 
“Once again, we expect that China will continue 
to play an active and leading role and the South 
Korean government will continue to coordinate 
closely with China.” 

Xi told Chung the peninsula was “facing an im¬ 
portant opportunity of mitigation and dialogue,” 
according to state broadcaster CCTV. He referred 
both to the potential Trump-Kim summit and 
talks between Moon and Kim scheduled for next 
month at a truce village inside the Demilitarized 
Zone that divides their countries. 

“We are looking forward to the smooth holding 
of the summit meeting between the two Koreas 
and the dialogue between North Korea and the 
U.S. and achieving concrete progress in promot¬ 
ing the denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula 
and the normalization of relations between each 



Etienne Oliveau/AP 


Chinese State Councilor Yang Jiechi, right, 
meets with South Korean national security 
director Chung Eui-yong in Beijing on Monday. 

other,” Xi said. 

Chung made similar comments at an earlier 
meeting with China’s top foreign policy adviser, 
Yang Jiechi, who told Chung that China insists on 
all parties “sticking to solving the issue through 
dialogue and consultation.” 

“As long as all parties insist on solving the issue 
politically and maintain this direction, we can un¬ 
doubtedly lead the situation on the Korean Penin¬ 
sula to move forward in the direction in which the 
global community hopes for,” Yang said. 

Chung announced last week that Trump said he 
would meet Kim by May “to achieve permanent 
denuclearization” of the Korean Peninsula. 
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Passenger plane crashes, catches fire in Nepal 


By Binaj Gurubacharya 
Associated Press 

KATHMANDU, Nepal — A 
passenger plane carrying 71 
people from Bangladesh crashed 
and burst into flames as it landed 
Monday in Kathmandu, Nepal’s 
capital, killing dozens of people 
with others rushed to area hospi¬ 
tals, officials said. 

The death toll remained un¬ 
clear amid the chaos of the crash 
and the rush of badly injured vic¬ 
tims to nearby hospitals. Brig. 
Gen. Gokul Bhandari, the Nepal 
army spokesman, said 50 people 
had died and the fate of the oth¬ 
ers was unknown. But a police 
official, speaking on condition of 
anonymity because he was not au¬ 
thorized to talk to the media, said 
at least 38 people had died, 23 had 
been injured and 10 were unac¬ 
counted for. 

An Associated Press journal¬ 
ist who arrived at the scene soon 


after the crash saw the US-Bangla 
Airlines twin-propeller plane bro¬ 
ken into several large pieces, with 
dozens of firefighters and rescue 
workers clustered around the 
wreckage in a grassy field near 
the runway. Hundreds of people 
stood on a nearby hill, staring 
down at what remained of the 
Bombardier Dash 8. 

The plane swerved repeatedly 
as it prepared to land in Kath¬ 
mandu, said Amanda Summers, 
an American working in Nepal. 
The crowded city sits in a valley 
in the Himalayan foothills. 

“It was flying so low I thought 
it was going to run into the moun¬ 
tains,” said Summers, who watched 
the crash from the terrace of her 
home office, not far from the air¬ 
port. “All of a sudden there was a 
blast and then another blast.” 

Fire crews put out the flames 
quickly, perhaps within a minute, 
she said, though for a time clouds 
of thick, dark smoke rose into the 


sky above the city. 

The plane had circled the air¬ 
port twice as it waited for clear¬ 
ance to land, Mohammed Selim, 
the airline’s manager in Kath¬ 
mandu, told Dhaka-based Somoy 
TV station by telephone. 

A spokesman for Dhaka-based 
US-Bangla Airlines said the flight 
was carrying 67 passengers — 32 
from Bangladesh, 33 from Nepal 
and one each from China and the 
Maldives. 

Airline spokesman Kamrul 
Islam said there were four crew¬ 
members on board but did not 
provide their nationalities. 

The plane swerved repeatedly 
before it crashed, landing near the 
runway and bursting into flames. 

Kathmandu’s airport has been 
the site of several deadly crashes. 
In September 2012, a Sita Air tur¬ 
boprop plane carrying trekkers 
to Mount Everest hit a bird and 
crashed shortly after takeoff, kill¬ 
ing all 19 on board. 



Niranjan Shreshta/AP 

Nepalese rescuers stand near a passenger plane from Bangladesh 
that crashed at the airport in Kathmandu, Nepal, on Monday. 


Xi’s rise shatters hopes 
for democracy in China 


Black box from 
Turkish plane 
crash recovered 

By Nasser Karimi 

Associated Press 

TEHRAN, Iran — Investigators on Monday found 
the “black box” from a Turkish private jet that 
crashed in an Iranian mountain range on its way 
from the United Arab Emirates to Istanbul, killing 
all 11 people on board including a Turkish bride-to- 
be and her bachelorette party. 

Authorities recovered all the dead from the crash 
site in the Zagros Mountains outside the city of 
Shahr-e Kord, some 230 miles south of Iran’s capi¬ 
tal, Tehran, according to a report by the state-run 
IRNA news agency. 

Officials have so far identified eight bodies, includ¬ 
ing that of Mina Basaran, the 28-year-old daughter 
of the chairman of Turkey’s Basaran Investment 
Holding, the semi-official Mehr news agency re¬ 
ported Monday. 

Heavy rains and wind in the mountain range since 
the crash Sunday made it impossible for helicopters 
to land in the area, though officials hoped to bring 
the bodies down from the mountain later in the day, 
IRNA said. 

Families of the victims arrived Monday in Shahr- 
e Kord, accompanied by Turkish diplomats, IRNA 



Asal Bigdeli, Mizan News Agency/AP 


Investigators on Monday found the “black box” 
from the jet that crashed Sunday in Iran’s Zagros 
Mountains. 

reported. 

The flight took off Sunday from Sharjah Inter¬ 
national Airport in the UAE, home to the low-cost 
carrier Air Arabia. A little over an hour into the 
flight, the aircraft rapidly gained altitude and then 
dropped drastically within minutes, according to 
FlightRadar24, a flight-tracking website. 

It remains unclear what caused the crash, though 
a witness told state television the Bombardier CL604 
was on fire before it hit the mountain. 

Finding the aircraft’s “black box” will help in¬ 
vestigators trying to piece together what happened. 
That equipment, typically painted in a bright color 
to allow searchers to easily find it, records cockpit 
conversations and radio transmissions, as well as 
other data from a flight. 


Britain: ‘Highly lik ely’ Russia behind poisoning 


Associated Press 

LONDON — Britain’s prime 
minister said Monday that it was 
“highly likely” that Russia was re¬ 
sponsible for poisoning ex-spy Ser¬ 
gei Skripal with a military-grade 
nerve agent in southwestern Eng¬ 
land last week. 

Theresa May said that should 
Russian state involvement be prov¬ 
en, it would be considered an “un¬ 
lawful use of force by the Russian 
state against the United Kingdom,” 
and gave the Russian ambassa¬ 
dor until the end of Tuesday to 
respond. 

May said that Skripal and his 


daughter were poisoned with a 
form of nerve agent known as Novi- 
chock and there were two possible 
explanations: The attack was an 
act of the Russian state, or Russia 
has lost control of a deadly banned 
substance. 

She said that Britain expects the 
Russian ambassador to explain 
which version is true. 

May spoke in the House of Com¬ 
mons after she chaired a National 
Security Council meeting to hear 
the latest evidence in the case. She 
has been under mounting pressure 
to hit Russia with sanctions, diplo¬ 
matic expulsions and other mea¬ 


sures in response to the poisoning, 
the latest in a string of mysterious 
mishaps to befall Russians in Brit¬ 
ain in recent years. 

May said Britain would consider 
tough action if the Russian expla¬ 
nation is inadequate, though she 
didn’t give details. 

“There can be no question of 
business as usual with Russia,” she 
said. 

Skripal, 66, and his 33-year-old 
daughter, Yulia, remain in critical 
condition following the March 4 
nerve agent attack. 

The Kremlin has rejected sugges¬ 
tions that it’s behind the poisoning. 


By Yanan Wang 
Associated Press 

BEIJING — Orville Schell, a 
longtime China expert, has vivid 
memories of his first trip to the 
country back in 1975. Mao Zedong 
was leading China through the 
tumultuous Cultural Revolution, 
and Chinese were being shamed, 
beaten and even killed for per¬ 
ceived political mistakes. 

Things were vastly different 
when he returned four years later. 
Mao was dead, and the country 
was pulling itself together under 
reformist Deng Xiaoping. So radi¬ 
cal was the transformation that 
some Chinese felt emboldened 
enough to plaster posters on a 
wall in central Beijing criticiz¬ 
ing past excesses and advocating 
democracy. 

“China had suddenly gone from 
being this implacable enemy that 
was closed to any contact to being 
quite open and receptive to inter¬ 
acting,” recalled Schell, now the 
director of the Center on U.S.- 
China Relations at the New York- 
based Asia Society. 

That opening and Deng’s sub¬ 
sequent market-style economic 
reforms fueled speculation that 
China was destined to become a 
democracy. 

The rise of President Xi Jinping, 
who is now poised to rule indefi¬ 
nitely after China’s rubber-stamp 
legislature voted Sunday to elimi¬ 
nate presidential term limits, has 
changed all that, a growing num¬ 
ber of Western analysts say. 

“In the past, both sides pre¬ 
sumed China was trying to be¬ 
come more democratic,” Schell 
said. “What Xi marks so clearly 
is that there is no longer the pre¬ 
tension ... that China is becoming 
more democratic and open.” 

Under Deng, the ruling Com¬ 
munist Party began to allow 


small-scale free enterprise and 
eased social controls. 

To ensure the party’s survival, 
leaders embarked on a bold ex¬ 
periment in the 1990s to create a 
formal system of succession. The 
Chinese public still had no voice 
in picking their government, but 
leaders would share power and 
step down after fixed terms. 

Even that has been swept aside 
under Xi, who is poised to rule 
for as long as he wants as China’s 
most powerful leader since Mao. 
The move to scrap presidential 
limits revives the specter of one- 
man rule that Deng tried to ward 
off when he abolished lifetime 
tenure in 1982. 

Foreign advocates of democ¬ 
racy had hoped the internet, 
cellphones and other emerging 
technologies would erode party 
control. Instead, Chinese leaders 
invested heavily in developing 
web filters and using the internet 
and video surveillance networks 
to strengthen their ability to keep 
tabs on the public. 

Since assuming the party lead¬ 
ership in 2012, Xi has overseen a 
further diminishment of civil so¬ 
ciety, jailing or otherwise silenc¬ 
ing writers, activists and human 
rights lawyers. Online discussion 
of the elimination of term limits 
has been heavily censored. 

Beijing has long argued that 
Western-style democracy is not 
appropriate for China. It cites po¬ 
litical and bureaucratic logjams 
in Washington and elsewhere as 
evidence of the superiority of its 
Marxist-Leninist rule. 

Many Western analysts have 
ceased envisioning a democratic 
China. 

“We see now that history is not 
ineluctably moving toward de¬ 
mocracy,” said Schell, the Ameri¬ 
can China expert. “History is just 
moving where it moves.” 
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The first Stars and Stripes was 
printed during the Civil War, when 
a band of Union soldiers published 
a handful of editions. 

During World War I, Stars and 
Stripes reappeared in Paris on 
February 8,1918, to serve the 
doughboys of the American 
Expeditionary Force (AEF), by order 
of General of the Armies John J. 
Pershing. An all-military staff 
produced it weekly until the 
war’s end. 

A second renaissance began on 
April 18, 1942, when a small 
group of servicemen began 
publishing a four-page weekly 
Stars and Stripes in London. They 
sold each copy for “tuppence” 
(about 5 cents) and in no time 
doubled their page count to eight 
pages, printing daily instead 
of weekly. 

The first World War II edition of 
Stars and Stripes featured an 
interview with Gen. George C. 
Marshall, Army Chief of Staff. 
Marshall quoted Gen. Pershing, 
World War I Commander of the 
AEF, who described Stripes as a 
major factor in sustaining morale. 
Stars and Stripes later found a 
champion and protector in Gen. 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, Supreme 
Allied Commander and later 
president of the United States. 

Eisenhower enforced a hands-off 
policy in regard to Stars and 
Stripes that continues to the 
present day. 

Operations expanded, following 
GIs to the battlefront to bring them 
the news. During the war. Stars 
and Stripes published over 30 


separate editions, running 
up to 24 pages per issue. 

At one time. Stars and 
Stripes had some 25 
printing locations in Europe, 
North Africa, the Middle East 
and the Pacific. The Pacific 
edition was launched a week 
after VE day (Victory in 
Europe, May 8,1945). 

The war ended—but Stars 
and Stripes kept going. Its 
reporters and photographers 
continued to Join American 
troops in the field, through¬ 
out the Korean and Vietnam 
conflicts, during the 1990s 
Operations Desert Shield 
and Desert Storm, and in 
Bosnia and Kosovo. 

From the 2003 outset of 
Operation Enduring Freedom, 
Stars and Stripes was there 
to report first-hand. The war 
in Afghanistan continues to 
receive steady coverage. 

And during Operation Iraqi 
Freedom, Stripes reporters 
embedded with military 
units in Kuwait and Iraq, 
as well as on Navy ships in 
the region. 


Stars and Stripes today is a 
multimedia news organization. The 
majority of Stars and Stripes 
unique reporting efforts is read 
now in digital form, either online at 
stripes.com or via mobile offerings 
for iPhone, Android and iPad, in 
over 200 countries around 
the world. 

The print newspaper is still avail¬ 
able for servicemembers, govern¬ 
ment civilians and their families in 


Europe, the Middle East and the 
Pacific—and in contingency areas. 
Washington, D.C., hosts the 
Central office, where daily editions 
are transmitted to printers in 
Afghanistan, Qatar, Bahrain, 
Kuwait, and Djibouti, as well as in 
Germany, Italy, UK, Japan, and 
South Korea. Stars and Stripes 
also publishes several weeklies 
(Stripes Guam, Japan, Korea and 
Okinawa), designed to serve the 


needs of their respective 
military communities. 

A U.S. edition comprised exclu¬ 
sively of Stars and Stripes reports 
from around the world now serves 
stateside forces and veterans. 

The U.S. edition is published in 
partnership with commercial 
newspaper publishers who 
serve communities with large 
military populations. 


STARSCaSTRIPES. 
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(^2015 Columbia Journalism 
School Dart Awards - 

Feature Story Reporting 
(Daily Circulation 1-50,000) 
Finalist: Martin Kuz: "Army Sgt. 
Issac Sims left the war in Iraq, 
but it didn’t leave him” 

® 2014 Sigma Delta Chi Award - 

Feature Story Reporting 
(Daily Circulation 1-50,000) 
Recipient: Martin Kuz: “Death 
shapes iife for teams that prepar 
bodies of fallen troops for final 


(J) 2014 VFW News Media Award - 

For outstanding contribution to a bet 


(^ 2013 Military Reporters 
and Editors Awards - 

Notable Narrative Winner 
Recipient: Laura Rauch 

2013 Best American Newspaper 
Narrative Writing Contest - 

Notable Narrative Winner Recipient: 
Martin Kuz: “Soldiers Recount Attack' 


2013 National Headline Awards - 

Second Place: News Series 
(Forever After: A Warrior Wounded; 

A Family Challenged) 

(★) 2011 Military Photographer of the Year - 

Flonorable Mention 
Recipient: Joshua DeMotts 

<$) 2011 Sigma Deita Chi Award - 

Breaking News Photography 
(Newspaper Circulation 100,001-t 
or Affiliated Website/National 
Magazine) Recipient: Laura Rauch: 

“For those I love I will sacrifice" 

® 2011 John Reagan “Tex” McCrary 
Award for Excellence in Journalism - 

k” Congressional Medal of Honor Foundation 


Overseas coverage 
(< 100,000 circulation) 

Recipient: Jon Rabiroff 

2010 National Headliner Awards - 

First Piace: Public Service (Forcing Change) - 

Third Piace: News Series 

(Coming Home: The Men of Triple Deuce) 

(^ 2009 George Polk Awards in Journalism - 

George Polk Award for Military Reporting 
Recipients: Charlie Reed, Leo Shane III 
and Kevin Baron 

(^ 2007 Military Reporters 
and Editors Awards - 

Overseas coverage (< 100,000 circulation) 
Recipient: Monte Morin 


(^2006 Military Reporters 
and Editors Awards - 

Overseas coverage 
(< 100,000 circulation) 

Recipients: Monte Morin, Joe Giordono; 
Honorabie mention: Nancy Montgomery 
Photography: Fred Zimmerman 
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OPINION _ 

Pain patients suffer in opioid backlash 


My opioid crisis is wondering whether each time I fill 
my medications will be the last time. I wonder how 
much longer I’ll be able to do the things I enjoy. 


By Anne Fuqua 
Special to The Washington Post 

W hen you hear the words “opi¬ 
oid crisis,” you probably think 
about tragic deaths from ad¬ 
diction. But there is another 
opioid crisis, one I know well: the inability 
of pain patients to access the medication 
they need to function. 

I was diagnosed with primary general¬ 
ized dystonia in my late teens. It’s a neu¬ 
rological disorder that causes involuntary 
movements and painful muscle spasms. I 
was unable to tolerate most of the medi¬ 
cations used to treat Parkinson’s disease, 
which are commonly used against dysto¬ 
nia. The ones I could tolerate didn’t help. 
But for reasons doctors don’t fully under¬ 
stand, opioids have a dramatic effect on 
my symptoms. My body is not nearly as 
rigid and jerky. The spasms that pulled my 
body to the side, making it difficult to sit up 
straight, are gone. My fingers are no lon¬ 
ger clenched. 

But my situation has gotten more com¬ 
plicated. At first it was small things. In 
2014, my doctor started requiring more 
frequent appointments to keep writing my 
prescriptions. I didn’t mind. Next, my doc¬ 
tor decided to no longer participate in my 
insurance. It cost me $150 out of pocket for 
each visit, but it was worth it to be able to 
continue the life I had worked so hard to 
build. 

In 2015, the state of Alabama began 
sending mandatory prescription monitor¬ 
ing reports to physicians who prescribed 
patients high doses of opioids, along with a 
form letter encouraging doctors to careful¬ 
ly consider whether their patients should 
be receiving this dose. My doctor, who had 
treated me for nine years, was apologetic. 
I could see the sadness in his expression 
as he explained that he would need to re¬ 
duce my dose. That first reduction was 
small, and I tolerated it easily. The second 
reduction, however, brought the return of 
pain and several of my dystonia symptoms, 
problems I had not dealt with in years. My 
doctor was distressed, and he decided to 
put me back on my original dosage. 


My relief was short-lived. A few months 
later, my doctor chose to leave pain man¬ 
agement. He told me he could no longer 
stand the paperwork and stress involved 
with being a pain specialist and trying to 
decide between protecting his ability to 
provide for his family and protecting his 
patients. 

What followed was the hardest time of 
my entire life. I had to taper my medica¬ 
tion while searching for a new doctor. I 
became completely debilitated and could 
barely manage on my own. Pain and 
spasms feed on each other, creating a vi¬ 
cious cycle. Moving from one chair to an¬ 
other was once again a very difficult task. I 
could no longer drive the van I had worked 
to purchase. 

I had my records sent to many doctors 
across Alabama. Some of my contacts in 
the medical community reached out to 
doctors on my behalf No one was even 
willing to evaluate me. When the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention intro¬ 
duced guidelines for opioid prescribing in 
2016, doctors began treating pain patients 
differently. It didn’t matter if a patient had 
been stable and benefiting from medica¬ 
tion for many years. Doctors pulled back. 

I was able to find a doctor out of state 
who was willing to treat me, but many 
patients have not been so lucky. In 2014,1 
started keeping a list of pain patients who 
had committed suicide, unable to cope with 
the pain. Sometimes the list grows weekly, 
sometimes daily. I knew some of these peo¬ 
ple personally; some names were submit¬ 
ted to me by their loved ones. Others were 
mentioned in the comment sections of ar¬ 
ticles or posted on Facebook. Sometimes 
it’s not even a full name. My list has more 
than 100 entries. Children have lost moth¬ 
ers, fathers and grandparents. I have lost 
friends. Just a few years ago, discussion of 
suicide was rare in the community of pain 


patients. Now I see it on online bulletin 
boards, in article comments and in online 
groups dedicated to the subject. That’s my 
opioid crisis. 

As a former nurse, I never dreamed that 
our government would encroach to this de¬ 
gree on the relationship patients have with 
their medical providers. Twenty years ago, 
when I was attending nursing school, the 
Joint Commission, a health care accredi¬ 
tation board, introduced the “fifth vital 
sign,” which required health care provid¬ 
ers to ask patients whether they had pain 
and how severe it was as part of the routine 
assessment of vital signs. Now we’ve done 
an about-face, because of opioid abuse, to 
implement policies that will cause physi¬ 
cians to abandon patients or taper medica¬ 
tions regardless of whether this will harm 
their quality of life. 

I would love to return to working as a 
nurse, though I can’t imagine doing it now. 
I used to work for a hospice service. I don’t 
want to tell a patient writhing in pain at 
4 a.m. that he will have to find a way to 
cope because prescribing policy changes 
now affect patients with cancer and those 
who’ve just had surgery. 

My opioid crisis is wondering whether 
each time I fill my medications will be the 
last time. I wonder how much longer I’ll be 
able to do the things I enjoy. I’m 38 years 
old. There’s so much that I want to do with 
my life. I want to go back to work part time, 
but I’m afraid to, because my future is so 
uncertain. I feel like I’m on death row. 

There are multiple opioid crises in 
America. The crisis of people in the throes 
of addiction deserves the time, attention 
and talents of health care providers and 
legislators. But the crisis of people in pain 
deserves the same. 


Anne Fuqua is a former nurse living in 
Birmingham, Aia. 


A summit how-to for Trump, by Nixon and Reagan 


By Hugh Hewitt 
Special to The Washington Post 

O n Thursday it was announced that 
President Donald Trump has ac¬ 
cepted an offer to meet with North 
Korean leader Kim Jong Un. Will 
it be Munich 2.0 where the evil man with 
the evil ambitions cons the world? Or will it 
be a “reverse Munich,” where Trump sits 
down to explain in his inimitable style that 
it’s his way or no highway for Kim? And not 
only no highway, but no infrastructure left 
standing near any weapons site or any of 
Kim’s many palaces and hideaways in rub¬ 
ble. Whatever Trump’s approach, he can 
learn from his predecessors in the Oval 
Office. 

As the world buzzed with reactions, I 
joined former Attorney General Edwin 
Meese III in front of a couple of hundred 
people gathered for the annual Friends 
of Ronald Reagan dinner at Los Ange¬ 
les’ California Club, where Reagan would 
gather with his Kitchen Cabinet to stand 
up the administration that would change 
the world. Meese ran that transition and 
stayed at Reagan’s side for eight years. 

Because the announcement of the North 
Korean offer and Trump’s acceptance 
came hours before our conversation, I 
asked Meese about the Reykjavik summit 
between Reagan and Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev in October 1986. There’s a fa¬ 


mous photograph of a grim Reagan and 
Secretary of State George P. Shultz leaving 
what many at that moment believed to be a 
failed sit-down. Gorbachev made sweeping 
offers, Meese recalled, but quite craftily 
saved his big demand for the last day: All 
the big cuts in the nuclear arsenals he pro¬ 
posed would come only if Reagan would 
abandon his Strategic Defense Initiative. 

Reagan knew his own mind so thorough¬ 
ly, Meese said, that this would never hap¬ 
pen; Reagan knew going in what he would 
never agree to. When Gorbachev demand¬ 
ed the unacceptable, it was over. There was 
much hand-wringing outside the White 
House, but Reagan was vindicated as the 
Soviet Union slid rapidly toward dissolu¬ 
tion. At summits, resolve matters. If Kim 
gets a dose of something he has never got¬ 
ten before — an ultimatum of denuclear¬ 
ization vs. destruction — it could work. 

Similar advice comes from Richard M. 
Nixon, who had arguably the most success¬ 
ful summit in modem U.S. history when he 
met with Mao Zedong and “opened China.” 
In his 1980 book “The Real War” (which 
then-candidate Reagan was photographed 
carrying around with him as he cam¬ 
paigned), Nixon devoted a chapter to presi¬ 
dential leadership, including summits. His 
key admonition: 

“But a President should go to a summit 
only if the stakes are worth the risks, and 


if the meeting is thoroughly programmed 
in advance. No American President should 
go to a summit with an adversary unless 
he knows what is on the other side of the 
mountain.” 

The entire chapter, 37 years old but as 
relevant as though it were written yes¬ 
terday, should be circulating through the 
White House, from which we have to hope 
national security adviser H.R. McMaster 
does not depart and to which perhaps could 
be added former Ambassador John Bolton 
as leader of a special working group. (If 
you read Bolton’s memoir “Surrender Is 
Not an Option,” you will see just how deep¬ 
ly versed he is in the North Korea issue). 

In “The Real War,” Nixon wrote that “if 
I could carve ten rules into the walls of the 
Oval Office for my successors to follow 
in the dangerous years ahead,” the first 
one would be “always be prepared to ne¬ 
gotiate, but never negotiate without being 
prepared.” If the president goes with one 
message — full and verified denucleariza¬ 
tion — and sticks to it, the details of imple¬ 
mentation can be worked out later. But even 
it’s a reverse Munich or a Reykjavik in the 
Pacific, that is preferable to a photo-op that 
bestows prestige on one of the worst people 
on the planet. 

Hugh Hewitt, a Washington Post contributing 
columnist, hosts a nationally syndicated radio 
show and is author of “The Fourth Way: The 
Conservative Playbook for a Lasting GOP Majority.” 
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Man charged with biting 
trooper not competent 

ELYRIA —A man ac- 
cused of biting off part 
of an Ohio State Highway Patrol 
trooper’s ear has been found not 
competent to stand trial. 

A judge in Lorain County last 
week ordered mental health 
treatment for Cornelius Carey 
Jr., 44, and set a September hear¬ 
ing to reassess his competency 
for trial. Carey has pleaded not 
guilty by reason of insanity to 
charges including assault and re¬ 
sisting arrest. 

The Jan. 11 confrontation oc¬ 
curred after Trooper Lance De- 
shuk spotted Carey walking in the 
middle of a road near LaGrange. 

Authorities said Carey became 
confrontational, hit Deshuk in the 
face and then bit him before De¬ 
shuk managed to subdue him. 

Horseplay: Club closed 
over hoofed attraction 

PI MIAMI BEACH — A 
r L bit featuring a scantily 
clad woman riding bareback on a 
white horse prompted officials to 
shut down a Florida nightclub. 

Miami Beach City Manager 
Jimmy Morales announced Fri¬ 
day that he was revoking Mokai 
Lounge’s business license. 

A video that went viral Thurs¬ 
day night showed the woman rid¬ 
ing the horse inside the club. As 
the animal moved through the 
crowded space, it appeared to 
panic and the woman fell off 

No injuries were reported to 
humans or the animal. 

‘Rowdy inebriate’ flips 
into woman at bar 

^ A ATHENS—A drunken 
man’s attempted back- 
flip in a Georgia bar ended badly. 

The Athens Banner-Herald 
cited an Athens-Clarke County 
police report that said a 22-year- 
old woman was hit in the head 
when the man flipped off her 
booth and landed on her table. 

She and several friends were at 
the bar earlier this month when 
the unidentified man tried to kiss 
one of them. 

The police report says “the 
rowdy inebriate then decided 
to up the proverbial ante by at¬ 
tempting to do a back flip off 
of the booth back and onto the 
table,” which went “exactly as 
(the victim) anticipated.” 

The woman was treated at a 
hospital. 

Critics: Mannequins in 
court evoke lyncbings 

OD PORTLAND — Crit- 
ics say headless plas¬ 
tic mannequins that northern 
Oregon prosecutors are using in 
cases against three black men are 
reminiscent of lynchings. 

The Oregonian/OregonLive 
reported Thursday that the dis¬ 
plays are hanging from a metal 
coat rack in a Multnomah County 
courtroom wearing the clothes of 
Marcellus Allen, Tracey Lomax 
and Xabian Riley. 

The three men were found 
guilty in 2014 in a fatal shooting 
case but are being retried after 


THE CENSUS 


The amount of a ticket Seattle police issued to a person living in a tent near Green Lake. The SeattlePI reported 
that officers on March 5 gave a $1,025 littering ticket to the man. Community organizer Matthew Lang said he 
spoke with the man, who said police pointed to the man’s tent and other belongings stacked nearby as signs of 
litter. Police spokesman Sgt. Sean Whitcomb told SeattlePI on Wednesday that the ticket would be canceled. 


Dunk and assist 

Alena Revunov, of Westchase, Fla., helps her daughter, Alysa, 3, reach a basket Friday at Big Bounce America, a 10,000-square-foot 
inflatable attraction that is touring the nation billed as the “world's largest bounce house” at Keystone Park in Odessa, Fla. 


the Oregon Court of Appeals re¬ 
versed their convictions. 

Prosecutor Glen Banfield said 
the clothes on the displays are the 
same ones that the defendants are 
suspected of changing into after 
the shooting and are serving as a 
reference point for witnesses. 

lOOK-gallon manure 
spill soils waterway 

n A LANCASTER — About 
100,000 gallons of ma¬ 
nure spilled into two streams in 
Pennsylvania, killing fish in the 
area but not posing a threat to the 
water quality. 

LNP newspaper reported a 
manure storage facility failure 
at a farm in Sadsbury Township 
caused the spill March 5. The 
state Department of Environ¬ 
mental Protection said the ma¬ 
nure facility was located under 
a barn and had the capacity of 
150,000 gallons. 

The department said the ma¬ 
nure reached Williams Run and 
the East Branch of Octoraro 
Creek that feeds into the Octor¬ 
aro Reservoir. 

The reservoir supplies drink¬ 
ing water to people in Chester and 
Delaware counties. 


4-legged fugitive: Big 
lizard escapes pet shop 

^ A SAN DIEGO — Resi- 
dents near San Diego 
were warned to watch out for a 
four-legged fugitive: a SVi-foot 
monitor lizard that wriggled out 
of its cage. 

Mike Estevez told KGTV that a 
35-pound reptile named Bubbles 
was last seen March 4 at his store, 
Mike’s Pets, in Spring Valley. 

Estevez said the carnivorous 
critter probably managed to es¬ 
cape through a tiny crevice at the 
bottom of a cage. Security camera 
footage shows Bubbles sauntering 
toward the rear of the store. 

Estevez said Bubbles is good 
around people and often roams the 
store while customers are around. 
But he’s advising anyone who sees 
the reptile not to try to grab it. 

Woman finds tooth with 
blood on it in cashews 

O U RAVENNA — An 
Ohio woman says she 
found a tooth with dried blood on 
it while eating cashews. 

WOIO-TV reported Nickolette 
Botsford said she felt something 


hard while eating the nuts and 
vomited when she saw it looked 
like a tooth. 

The Ravenna woman said a 
hospital confirmed it as a human 
tooth spotted with dried blood. 
Her hospital report said she was 
treated for exposure to blood or 
bodily fluids. 

It’s unclear what product Bots¬ 
ford was eating and where it was 
purchased. 

Kraft Heinz Co., based in 
Pittsburgh and Chicago, con¬ 
firmed the item was a “foreign 
object” and said it’s investigating 
its manufacturing process and 
suppliers. 

Inn-decent: No room at 
hotel for naked couple 

W A STERLING — A Vir- 
ginia sheriff’s office 
says two people in the buff were 
rebuffed at a hotel. 

The Loudoun County Sheriff’s 
Office wrote in its daily incident 
log that deputies responding to 
a Sterling hotel on the afternoon 
of March 4 encountered Brent 
Martinez, 36, and Maria Cano- 
Morales, 31, both of Sterling and 
both “unclothed.” 

Both were arrested and charged 


with indecent exposure. Cano-Mo- 
rales posted bond, while Martinez 
remained held at the Loudoun 
County Adult Detention Center. 

Police raids net nearly 
$10M in illegal pot 

lAf A SEATTLE — The 
WW^% King County Sheriff’s 
Office says detectives seized 
nearly $10 million worth of ille¬ 
gally grown marijuana in a series 
of raids earlier this month. 

The haul included more than 
7,600 plants and 783 pounds of 
dried pot, which the sheriff’s of¬ 
fice said may have been destined 
for the East Coast. 

Ten people were arrested, and 
the sheriff’s office said it is seek¬ 
ing to have 10 homes, four vehi¬ 
cles, a 32-foot recreational vehicle 
and more than $200,000 in cash 
forfeited to the government. 

Douglas Hiatt and Jeffrey 
Steinborn, two longtime Seattle 
marijuana defense attorneys who 
represent people involved the 
case, said some of the defendants 
are Chinese immigrants who may 
have believed they were legally 
growing marijuana. 

From wire reports 
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' Laying down the law 

Britt Robertson tackles a more mature role, 
starring in TV legal drama Tor the People’ 


By Rick Bentley 
Tribune News Service 

T he job of an actor is to take on 
a character and emotionally 
navigate through the twists and 
turns writers create. In the case 
of the new ABC drama “For the People,” 
the world includes everything from ethi¬ 
cal dilemmas to dealing with politics that 
will unfold in the United States District 
Court for the Southern District of New 
York. 

The latest offering from Shonda 
Rhimes’ Shondaland collection of TV 
shows premieres Wednesday on AFN- 
Pulse. “People” follows six talented 
young lawyers working on opposite sides 
of the law and handling the most high- 
profile and high-stakes federal cases in 
the country. Series star Britt Robertson 
plays Sandra Bell, who with her best 
friend Allison Adams (Jasmin Savoy 
Brown) serve as public defenders. 

Robertson looks like she’s not old 
enough to be outside juvenile court, but 
the North Carolina native started act¬ 
ing when she was 13 and has rolled up 
numerous TV and film credits, includ¬ 
ing “Scream 4” and “Under the Dome.” 
She attacked this role like all others, but 
working on the legal show gave her a new 
perspective. 

“I do think before becoming a part of 
this show, I had a very different point 
of view. I just always assumed if a guy’s 
being prosecuted. I’m sure he did some¬ 
thing wrong,” Robertson says. “What I’m 
learning about this show, specifically 
through my character, Sandra, because 
she’s such an advocate for people, and 
it’s sort of a big part of her passion, is 
finding out whoever she’s defending and 
their story and why they’ve been put in 
this position, and that’s kind of at the core 
of what drives her, finding unique and 


creative ways to defend these people in a 
situation, and when the odds are stacked 
against her. 

“I think being a public defender would 
definitely be my preference, I would say, 
but that’s also just because I found such a 
love for it through this show.” 

Robertson found it easy to connect with 
her character because she believes that 
there’s a little bit of an actor in every trial 
lawyer. Just like she must make an audi¬ 
ence believe what she is saying and doing 
is true, a lawyer faces that same test with 
a jury. It’s all about the moment. 

“I believe acting is storytelling and 
you have to be as honest as you can. I 
think that is closer to what being a lawyer 
would be like,” Robertson says. “I think 
if they believe in their case and they have 
done enough research, then it is not nec¬ 
essarily acting.” 

This is a big role for Robertson because 
of the maturity of the character and the 
stories being told. Robertson, 27, jokes 
that the word in Hollywood is that once a 
woman gets older, they are not allowed to 
act anymore. 

“For the People” is giving her the 
chance to take on a more mature role. 
And that role will unfold in a world where 
no prisoners are taken. 

“I really think it is a cutthroat world,” 
Robertson says. “I think for my character 
in particular, for the type of person she 
is, she’s someone who wants to get ahead. 
And by putting herself in a position that 
is not totally comfortable or in her wheel- 
house, she’s able to show her boss that’s 
she’s in the right place and has been hired 
for the right reason. 

“Obviously, there are going to be times 
when she is a little lost and scared and 
afraid that she isn’t doing the right thing. 
But, I believe she is the right kind of per¬ 
son to handle that pressure.” 



v 


r 




Britt 

Robertson 
stars in “For 
the People.” 


‘Black Panther’ tops $1 billion, still No. 1 at box office 


Associated Press 

T’Challa still rules the box of¬ 
fice four weeks in, even with the 
fresh rivalry of another Walt Dis¬ 
ney Studios release in “A Wrinkle 
in Time.” 

“Black Panther” took the No. 1 
spot at the North American box 
office with $41.1 million accord¬ 
ing to studio estimates Sunday, 
leaving another newcomer in its 
wake. The Marvel and Disney 
phenomenon crossed the $1 bil¬ 
lion mark worldwide this week¬ 
end and became the 7th highest 
grossing domestic release with 
$562 million. Not accounting for 
inflation, it’s now passed “The 
Dark Knight.” 

With a marketplace still domi¬ 
nated by “Black Panther,” Dis¬ 
ney faced some stiff competition 
from its own studio in launching 
Ava DuVernay’s adaptation of “A 
Wrinkle in Time,” which opened 



Charles Sykes, Invision/AP 


Tim McGraw collapsed during 
a show in Dublin on Sunday. 

His wife, Faith Hill, said McGraw 
was “super dehydrated.” 


in second place with $33.3 
million. 

The new horror film “The 
Strangers: Prey At Night,” with 
Christina Hendricks, took third 
place with $10.5 million. The 
Jennifer Lawrence thriller “Red 
Sparrow” landed in fourth in its 
second weekend with $8.2 mil¬ 
lion, and the comedy “Game 
Night” placed fifth with $7.9 mil¬ 
lion in weekend three. 

Tim McGraw collapses 
on stage in Ireland 

Country music star Tim Mc¬ 
Graw collapsed on stage while 
performing Sunday in Dublin. 

McGraw’s wife, singer Faith 
Hill, can be seen in a video on 
a fan’s Instagram page saying, 
“He’s been super dehydrated. I 
apologize, but I made the decision 
that he cannot come back out on 
stage.” 


A representative for McGraw 
said the musician will be fine. 

McGraw, who was performing 
as part of the Country to Coun¬ 
try festival in the UK., had per¬ 
formed March 9 in London and 
March 10 in Glasgow as part 
of C2C, a three-day, three-city 
country-music festival. 

McGraw and Hill are sched¬ 
uled to begin their 29-city Soul- 
2Soul tour in the US. on May 31. 

Other news 

■ The Church of Scientology 
now has its own television chan¬ 
nel. A Twitter handle, website and 
app for Scientology TV appeared 
Sunday posting updates to hype 
the network’s availability on DI¬ 
RECTV, AppleTV, Roku, fireTV, 
Chromecast, iTunes and Google 
Play. It was not made clear what 
kind of programming the net¬ 
work will feature. 

■ The publisher of Sherman 


Alexie, who faces multiple al¬ 
legations of sexual harassment, 
is postponing the paperback of 
his latest book. Hachette Book 
Group had planned to release the 
paperback of his memoir “You 
Don’t Have to Say You Love Me” 
in April. Hachette told The Asso¬ 
ciated Press on Sunday that the 
date had been pushed back indef¬ 
initely and that the change was 
made at the author’s request. 

■ British comedian Ken Dodd, 
whose seven-decade career 
began in the music-hall era, died 
Sunday, his publicist said. He was 
90. Dodd, who had recently been 
hospitalized with a chest infec¬ 
tion, married his longtime part¬ 
ner Anne Jones on March 9. Dodd 
was famous for his rapid-fire one- 
liners and marathon stand-up 
shows, even into his 80s. In the 
1960s he held the Guinness world 
record for the longest joke-telling 
session: 1,500 jokes in SVi hours. 
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Courtesy of GMC 


Comfortable crossover 

Redesigned 2018 GMC Acadia offers a smooth and quiet ride 


By G. Chambers Williams III 

Fort Worth Star-Telegram 

J ust last year GMC redesigned the 
Acadia large family crossover, 
downsizing it a bit and adding fea¬ 
tures, technology and even a new 
All-Terrain package that gives it improved 
off-road capability. 

While base models come with a standard 
four-cylinder engine, our SLT-1 All-Ter¬ 
rain version came with the uplevel 3.6-liter 
V-6, along with leather upholstery, all¬ 
wheel drive and special badges. 

The All-Terrain package adds $1,800 
to the SLT-1 sticker price ($41,560 plus 
$995 freight), and brings the advanced 
all-wheel-drive system, hill-descent con¬ 
trol, special 20-inch aluminum wheels and 
black roof rails. 

All-Terrain is also offered on the less- 
expensive SLE trim (base price $38,500), 
and can be configured for five, six or seven 
passengers. Standard on the SLE model is 
the four-cylinder engine. 

Our SLT-1 All-Terrain came with the 
seven-passenger seating, which included a 
three-person bench seat in the middle row 
and a two-person bench in the third row. 

There also are special All-Terrain in¬ 
terior accents, covered storage bins and, 
on five-passenger models, a cargo man¬ 
agement system in the rear cargo floor in 
place of a third-row seat. 

For the All-Terrain, there is a special 
advanced AWD system with Active Twin 
Clutch that is designed to optimize traction 
for every condition it encounters, GMC 
says. On the drive-mode selector, the usual 
Off Road setting is replaced by the All-Ter¬ 
rain mode, which is meant to enhance the 


vehicle’s hill-climbing abilities. 

There are driver-selectable terrain set¬ 
tings for five different types of surfaces, 
set by a rotary switch to the left rear of 
the gear shifter on the center console. The 
AWD disconnect mode disconnects the 
rear axle from the drive system to save 
fuel. 

Even with the All-Terrain’s AWD, the 
Acadia isn’t meant for serious trail-driv- 


2018 GMC Acadia 



Highs: New styling, lots of standard and 
optional amenities and available all-wheel 
drive 

Lows: A bit noisy in the cabin at high way 
speeds; six-speed transmission is a bit dated. 
Vehicle type: Crossover utility vehicle 
Base price: $29,000-$47,100 (plus $995 
freight) 

Price as tested: $48,555 (including freight 
and options) 

Powertrain: 2.5-liter inline four-cylinder; 3.6- 
liter V-6 

Transmission: 3ix-speed automatic 
Power/torque: 193 horsepower/188 foot¬ 
pounds (1-4); 310 HP/271 foot-pounds (V-6) 
EPA fuel economy rating: 21mpg city/26 
highway (1-4, 2WD); 18/25 (V-6) 

TNS 


ing, as the vehicle does not have sufficient 
ground clearance, off-road tires or low- 
range gearing for tackling extreme trails. 

Still, we did enjoy taking the Acadia All- 
Terrain on some unpaved state and nation¬ 
al park/forest routes that were decently 
maintained, including some sand, steep 
hills and not-too-big rocks. It handled those 
chores well. 

This newest Acadia, which departs from 
the design of its former siblings the Chev¬ 
rolet Traverse and Buick Enclave, has a 
starting price of $29,000 (plus freight) for 
the base SL front-drive version. Prices 
range as high as $47,100 for the top-of-the- 
line Denali version with all-wheel drive 
and the V-6 engine. 

It’s not as big as before, but the new Aca¬ 
dia can still be configured to seat up to 
seven passengers in most trim levels. 

This newest version is seven inches 
shorter than the previous model, but there 
is still plenty of interior space. There’s 
even plenty of knee room for the middle- 
row passengers, although the third row is a 
bit tighter. It’s one of the most comfortable 
family crossovers on the market, with a 
smooth and quiet ride even on some rough¬ 
er roads. 

We drove the All-Terrain in the Appa¬ 
lachian Mountains of East Tennessee and 
Southwest Virginia and found that the V- 
6 engine provided plenty of power for the 
hills we encountered. 

The navigation system wasn’t as detailed 
as some of the others I’ve tested recently, 
as the names of streets I was approaching 
didn’t appear until I was almost right on 
them. It’s nice to have some advance notice 
of the street you’re looking for coming up 
ahead. 


There’s plenty of room in the cargo area 
when this vehicle has no third-row seat or 
that seat is folded out of the way — 41.7 
cubic feet. 

The split-folding second-row seat im¬ 
proves on the original Smart Slide feature 
of the previous generation. The curbside 
seat can slide and tilt forward, even with a 
forward-facing child seat in place. The seat 
on the driver’s side tips and slides forward 
for access to the third row. 

And the 50/50-split third-row seat folds 
flat to expand the cargo area behind the 
second row. With the middle row also 
folded, the cargo space expands to 79 cubic 
feet. 

At the rear of the center console is a 
pullout storage drawer accessible to mid¬ 
dle-row passengers. It’s designed for elec¬ 
tronic devices and small toys to be stored 
out of sight, for greater security and re¬ 
duced clutter, the automaker says. 

All three rows have USB charging ports 
for electronic devices. There were two 
USB ports in the front of the center con¬ 
sole for the driver and front passenger, and 
there were two on the very back of the cen¬ 
ter console, along with the 120-volt power 
outlet, for use by the backseat passengers. 

Other standard features include a 
MacPherson strut front suspension and 
five-link rear suspension; electric power 
steering; four-wheel disc brakes, with 
GM’s Duralife rotors; and an electronic 
parking brake. 

The total sticker price for our SLT-1 All- 
Terrain was $48,555, including freight and 
$6,000 in options (including the $1,800 All- 
Terrain Package). 
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Study: Drug lowers risk of heart attacks, death 


By Marilynn Marchione 

Associated Press 

ORLANDO, Fla. — A newer 
cholesterol drug, used with older 
statin medicines, modestly low¬ 
ered heart risks and deaths in a 
big study of heart attack survi¬ 
vors that might persuade insur¬ 
ers to cover the pricey treatment 
more often. 

Results on the drug, Praluent, 
were announced Saturday at an 
American College of Cardiology 
conference in Florida. It’s the 
first time a cholesterol-lowering 
drug has reduced deaths since 
statins such as Lipitor and Cre- 
stor came out decades ago. 

“It’s the ultimate outcome. It’s 
what matters to patients,” said 
study leader Dr. Philippe Gabriel 
Steg, of Hospital Bichat in Paris. 

But the benefit was small —167 
people would need to use Pralu¬ 
ent for nearly three years to pre¬ 
vent a single death. 

“That’s a high cost” that may 
still hinder its use, said one inde¬ 
pendent expert. Dr. Amit Khera, 
a preventive cardiologist at Uni¬ 
versity of Texas Southwestern 
Medical Center in Dallas and 
a spokesman for the American 
Heart Association. 

The drug’s makers, Sanofi and 
Regeneron Pharmaceuticals, 
sponsored the study and said they 
would work with insurers on pric¬ 
ing to get the medicine to those 
who need it the most. 

About the study 

Doctors focus on lowering LDL, 
or bad cholesterol, to prevent 
heart problems. Statins are the 
main medicines for this, but some 
people can’t tolerate or get enough 
help from them. 

Praluent and a similar drug, 
Amgen’s Repatha, work in a dif¬ 
ferent way and lower cholesterol 
much more. Patients give them- 



COURTESY OF SaNOFI/AP 


Praluent, a drug sold by Sanofi and Regeneron Pharmaceuticals, is one of a new class of cholesterol 
medicines that lower cholesterol far more than statin medicines can. 

^It’s the ultimate outcome. It’s what matters to patients.^ 

Dr. Philippe Gabriel Steg 

Hospital Bichat in Paris 


selves shots of the medicine once 
or twice a month. The drugs have 
been sold since 2015 but cost more 
than $14,000 a year, and insur¬ 
ers have balked at paying with¬ 
out proof that they reduce health 
problems, not just the cholesterol 
number. 

Last year, a study showed Re¬ 
patha cut heart problems but 
did not improve survival. The 
new study tested the rival drug, 
Praluent, for a longer time and in 
patients at higher risk — nearly 
19,000 people who in the previous 
year had a heart attack or chest 
pain serious enough to put them in 
the hospital. 

All had LDL over 70 despite 
maximum statin use. Half were 
given Praluent and the rest, 
dummy shots. Praluent was start¬ 


ed at a lower dose and increased if 
LDL did not drop below 50. 

After nearly three years, 9.5 
percent of those on Praluent and 
11.1 percent of those on dummy 
medicine had suffered a heart at¬ 
tack, stroke, heart-related death 
or serious chest pain; 3.5 percent 
on Praluent and 4.1 percent on 
dummy medicine died. 

That worked out to a 15 percent 
lower risk with Praluent. Benefits 
were greater for those whose LDL 
was 100 or more at the start of 
the study. The drug had no mgjor 
safety issues. 

What doctors say 

“We need to reset our expecta¬ 
tions” and realize that benefits 
for any new drug are going to 


be fairly small when added to 
already good treatments such as 
statins, said Dr. Jeffrey Kuvin, 
conference leader and cardiology 
chief at Dartmouth-Hitchcock 
Medical Center. The new drugs 
clearly help people at high risk 
and are not aimed at people at low 
risk, such as those who have high 
cholesterol but have never had a 
heart attack, he said. 

“I’ve been unconvinced” of 
the drugs’ benefits but now may 
prescribe them for certain very 
high-risk patients, said Duke 
University cardiologist Dr. Chris¬ 
topher Granger. But preventing 
fewer than one heart problem a 
year at the drug’s current price is 
not cost-effective, he said. 

An independent group, the In¬ 
stitute for Clinical and Economic 


Review, on Saturday released 
a new range for what Praluent 
should cost, based on the new 
results — $2,300 to $3,400 per 
year for people like those in the 
study. A price of $4,500 to $8,000 
per year would be justified for 
patients at higher risk, with LDL 
over 100. 

From 300,000 to 400,000 peo¬ 
ple in the US. each year fall into 
that second category. Praluent’s 
makers say they will aim for 
those price ranges for insurers 
that remove barriers to coverage 
for people at the highest risk. 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (March 13). 

Dollar buys (March 13). 

British pound (March 13). 

Japanese yen (March 13). 

South Korean won (March 13).... 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar). 

British pound. 

Canada (Dollar). 

China (Yuan). 

Denmark (Krone). 

Egypt(Pound). 

Hong Kong (Dollar). 

Hungary (Forint). 

Israel (Shekel) 

Japan(Yen) 

Kuwait (Dinar). 

Norway (Krone). 

Philippines (Peso). 

Poland (Zloty). 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).... 

Singapore (Dollar). 

South Korea (Won). 

Switzerland (Franc). 

Thailand (Baht). 

Turkey (Lira)__ 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


....$1.2625 
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.$1.43 

.104.00 
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....3.7510 

....1.3143 
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1 INTEREST RATES I 

Prime rate 

..4.50 

Discount rate. 

Federal funds market rate. 

..2.00 
.. 1.42 

3-month bill. 

..1.63 

..3.16 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact informatioi 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 
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CLASSIFIED 


Reader Letters. 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 

Kristi Kimmel kimmel.kristi@stripes.com Kristi Kimmel kimmel.kristi@stripes.com Yuko Saito saito yuko@stripes com 
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When you see this^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


ClassifiedsI 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 040 Automotive 


SCAM 

FADS 


I Vehicle buyers wanting to 
buy sight unseen and hav 
the vehicle shipped 


Career 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Autos for Sale 
■ Germany 


Auto - Quality Pre-owned 


Dental 


DENTAL HYGIENIST NEEDED 

for new clinic in Landstuhl. 
Part-time or full-time. Contact 
Landstuhl American Dentistry at 


Travel 


1000 


**Winter In Garmisch!** 

Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km 
N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 
39eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst 
dogs welcome. 08824-9120 

www.forsthaus-oberau.de 

ra 


Career Center 


General Dynamics IT is seeking highly qualified inteliigence 
professionals to support the U.S. European Command, 
providing intelligence analysis and analytic support. 


Join Us for an Information Session 
Tuesday, 20 March 11600-1900 
The Racehorse in Catworth 

Food and drinks will be provided. 


mpactful Work. Mission Driven. Meaningful Careers 





^^R BLOCKS 

ifea 1 

Germany H&RBIockTax 

Urn 

Offices Get face-to-face tax help. 

Ramstein 

Wiesbaden 

Vilseck 

06371-8020410 

06134-256963 i 

01735-736112 


^mail: eclemons@hrblock.com^ 


Off Duty? Amuse Yourself! 


Concerts, events, TV, 
movies, music, video games, 
celebrity antics... 

Get entertained with... 

STARSK^STRIPES. 


Sell Your Stuff! 


Take the fuss out of packing up for your next 
PCS—sell everything with Stripes free dassifieds! 


STARS^STRIPES. 


Want a better picture? 



You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military 
news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases 
the way we do. 


stars^iStri pes. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 



Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia 
and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. Also available on mobile apps for iPhone and Android and in a Tablet Edition for iPad. 

STARSI^STRIPES. 

Mobile • Online • Print 
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•Stars and Stripes* 


Tuesday, March 13,2018 



I'M mRTm AM oM&om 
ON MV Ntw 
S-iU WUE.RE. I C0l/£.K 
&T0RIC& TUC COUNTKY 
UA$ F0R&0TT£N ABOUT. 


I'LL B£ C0V£m& UOW 
FF.0PLF. AK£ $TILL B£m 
tFOiSONCP IN FLINT HOW TUF 
'■ mUK ARF. $riLL FI&HTIN& 
TO KCCF AN OIL COMPANY 
FROM THRFATENIN& TU£IR 


TH£ PRGFACG I'M WRITIN& 
REMINPA PF.0PLF. WF'RF 
STILL AT WAR IN 
AFGHANISTAN AFTCR 

tr YCA^... 


YF.S, YF.S. BUT TH£ FACT 
RF.MAINS, I CAN'T PIA&NOSF 
I TUB BNTIRB COUNTRY WITH 
AMNBSIA WITHOUT LOSING 
MY LICBNSB. 



DOWN 

1 Some coll, 
degrees 

2 Little rascal 

3 Docs’ bloc 

4 Shakespeare 
poem 

5 Castle defense 

6 Mess up 

7 Cashed in 

8 Astrologer’s aids 

9 Angelic light 

10 Denny’s rival 

11 London gallery 
16 Charged bit 

20 Manual reader 

21 Does in, 
mob-style 


22 Clench 

23 Comic Carvey 

24 Agrees (with) 

26 Fibbed 
27Corp. VIP 

28“If it — broke ...” 
29 Inquisitive 
31 USMC ranks 

34 Required 

35 Gretel’s brother 

37 Season opener? 

38 Yarn 

39 Actor Estrada 

40 Frost 

41 Sci-fi fleet 

44 Check-cashing 
needs 

45 Slapstick 
missile 

46 Director Lee 

47 Ultra-modernist 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 




ACROSS 

1 Prejudice 
5 Sea, to Henri 
8 Voucher 

12 Bullets 

13 Metal source 

14 “Funny!” 

15 Pablo Picasso, 
for one 

17 Oodles 

18 Part of NIMBY 

19 Poland’s 
continent 

21 Poet Nash 

24 Bit of banter 

25 Dorm alternative 

26 Specific 
period 

30 Fish propeller 

31 Serious 

32 2016 Olympics 
city 

33 All aglitter 

35 Coop group 

36 LAX postings 

37 Ashen 

38 Nobel-winning 
Mother 

41 Coffee vessel 

42 Saharan 

43 Years on earth 

48 Gimlet garnish 

49 Altar promise 

50 Aachen article 

51 Scratched (out) 

3-13 CRYPTOQUIP 

W FUY EMS DH UYETQ SRUS W 

UFSBUNNQ KMFHLM KNBWDR- 

JBTJNM. W DBJJHDM W 

RUCM U CWHNMS SMLJMT. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: AT THAT MEETING OF 
PARTY LEADERS, MANY PEOPLE WERE ROWDY 
AND FIGHTING. WHAT A RAUCOUS CAUCUS. 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: K equals B 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Sunday’s transactions 


Pro soccer 

1 

Golf 

1 

Auto racing 


American League 

BOSTON RED SOX - Optioned LHPs 
Jalen Beeks and Williams Jerez and RHPs 
Ty Buttrey and Chandler Shepherd to 
Pawtucket (It). Reassigned C Austin Rei, 
INFs Michael Chavis and Esteban Quiroz, 
OFs Jeremy Barfield and Steve Selsky and 
RFIPs Kyle Martin and Fernando Rodri¬ 
guez Jr. to minor league camp. 

LOS ANGELES ANGELS - Optioned RHP 
Jaime Barriato Salt Lake (PCL). 

MINNESOTA TWINS - Released RHP 
Anibal Sanchez. 

OAKLAND ATHLETICS - Optioned 
LHP Jairo Labourt and RHP Lou Trivino 
to Nashville (PCL). Reassigned LHPs Jer¬ 
emy Bleich and Jarret Martin, RHPs Nolan 
Blackwood and Bobby Wahl, C Santiago 
Chavez and INF Nick Noonan to their mi¬ 
nor league camp. 

SEATTLE MARINERS - Released RHP 
Tony Zych. Optioned RHPs Nick Rumbe- 
low and Andrew Moore to Tacoma (PCL). 

TAMPA BAY RAYS - Optioned RHP 
Brent Honeywell to Durham (IL). 

TEXAS RANGERS - Agreed to terms 
with 2B Luis Mendez on a minor league 
contract. 

TORONTO BLUE JAYS - Optioned IB 
Rowdy Tellez to Buffalo (IL). 

National League 

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS - Optioned 
LHP Jared Miller and RHP Jake Barrett to 
Reno (PCL). 

CHICAGO CUBS - Agreed to terms with 
RHPs Adbert AIzolay, Eddie Butler, Oscar 
De La Cruz, Carl Edwards Jr., Luke Farrell, 
Cory Mazzoni, Dillon Maples, Alec Mills, 
Jen-Ho Tseng and Duane Underwood Jr.; 
LHPs Mike Montgomery, Randy Rosario 
and Rob Zastryzny; Cs Victor Caratini 
and Willson Contreras; INFs Javier Baez 
and David Bote; and OFs Albert Almora 
Jr., Kyle Schwarber and Mark Zagunis on 
one-year contracts. 

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES - Assigned 
RHP Ricardo Pinto to Lehigh Valley (IL). 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

ATLANTA HAWKS - Signed G Jaylen 
Morris to a second 10-day contract. 

FOOTBALL 

Nationai Footbaii League 

LOS ANGELES CHARGERS - Signed CB 
Casey Hayward to a three-year contract 
extension. 

NEW YORK GiANTS - Released CB 
Dominique Rodgers-Cromartie. 

SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS - Signed CB 
Richard Sherman to a three-year con¬ 
tract. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

ARIZONA COYOTES - Assigned D An¬ 
drew Campbell to Tucson (AHL). Recalled 
F Dylan Strome from Tucson on an emer¬ 
gency basis and then returned Strome to 
Tucson. 

BOSTON BRUINS - Reassigned G Dan 
Vladar from Providence (AHL) to Atlanta 
(ECHL). 

BUFFALO SABRES - Assigned Fs Justin 
Bailey and Danny O’Regan to Rochester 
(AHL). Reassigned F Vaclav Karabacek 
from Rochester to Cincinnati (ECHL). 

CALGARY FLAMES - Terminated the 
emergency recall of G Jon Gillies and as¬ 
signed him to Stockton (AHL). Activated 
G Mike Smith from injured reserve. 

CAROLINA HURRICANES - Recalled 
G Callum Booth from Florida (ECHL) to 
Charlotte (AHL). 

CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS - Recalled F 
Matt lacopelli from Indy (ECHL) to Rock¬ 
ford (AHL). 

COLORADO AVALANCHE - Reassigned 
F Vladislav Kamenev to San Antonio 
(AHL). Recalled G Spencer Martin from 
San Antonio. 


Fight schedule 

March 17 

At Madison Square Garden Theatre, 
New York, Jose Ramirez vs. Amir Imam, 
12, for the vacant WBC World super 
lightweight title; Oleksandr Gvozdyk vs. 
Mehdi Amar, 12, for vacant WBC interim 
light heavyweight title; Felix Verdejo 
vs Antonio Lozada Jr., 10, lightweights; 
Christopher Diaz vs. Miguel Beltran Jr., 
10, super featherweights. 

At Villa Dolores, Cordoba, Argentina, 
Javier Aristule vs. Alberto Melian, 10, 
bantamweights. 

March 18 

At Kobe, Japan, Ryuya Yamanaka vs. 
Moises Cal leros, 12, for Yamanaka’s WBO 
strawweight title. 

At Marseille, France, Ryad Merhy vs. 
Arsen Goulamirian, 12, for vacant WBA 
World cruiserweight title. 

At Cardiff, Wales, Anthony Joshua vs. 
Joseph Parker, 12, IBF-WBA-WBO heavy¬ 
weight titles; Alexander Povetkin vs. Da¬ 
vid Price, 12, heavyweights. 


MLS 

Eastern Conference 

W L T Pts GF GA 

Columbus 2 0 0 6 5 2 

New York City FC 2 0 0 6 4 1 

New York 1 0 0 3 4 0 

Philadelphia 1 0 0 3 2 0 

New England 1 1 0 3 2 3 

Atlanta United FC 1 1 0 3 3 5 

Orlando City 0 11 12 3 

D.C. United oil 124 

Chicago 0 1 0 0 3 4 

Montreal 0 2 0 0 3 5 

Toronto FC 0 1 0 0 0 2 

Western Conference 

W L T Pts GF GA 
Los Angeles FC 2 0 0 6 6 1 

Vancouver 200 642 

Houston 1 1 0 3 5 2 

San Jose 1 0 0 3 3 2 

Minnesota United 1 1 0 3 4 4 

LA Galaxy 1 1 0 3 3 3 

Sporting KC 1 1 0 3 4 5 

FC Dallas 0 0 1 111 

Real Salt Lake 0 11 12 6 

Colorado 0 10 0 12 

Seattle 0 1 0 0 0 1 

Portland 0 2 0 0 1 6 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Saturday, March 10 
Columbus 3, Montreal 2 
New England 2, Colorado 1 
Los Angeles FC 5, Real Salt Lake 1 
Sporting Kansas City 4, Chicago 3 
Vancouver 2, Houston 1 
New York 4, Portland 0 
Minnesota United 2, Orlando City 1 
Sunday, March 11 
Atlanta United FC 3, D.C. United 1 
New York City FC 2, LA Galaxy 1 
Saturday, March 17 
Houston at D.C. United 
Chicago at Minnesota United 
Columbus at Philadelphia 
Toronto FC at Montreal 
Orlando City at New York City FC 
Vancouver at Atlanta United FC 
San Jose at Sporting Kansas City 
New York at Real Salt Lake 
Sunday, March 18 
Seattle at FC Dallas 

Sunday 

NYC FC 2 , Galaxy 1 

Los Angeles 0 1 — 1 

New York City 2 0-2 

First haif—1, New York City, Tinner- 
holm, 1, 22nd minute. 2, New York City, 
Villa, 1,33rd. 

Second half—3, Los Angeles, Dos San¬ 
tos, 1 (Boateng), 60th. 

Goalies—Los Angeles, David Bingham; 
New York City, Sean Johnson. 

Yellow Cards—Dos Santos, Los Ange¬ 
les, 11th; Cole, Los Angeles, 76th. 

Red Cards—Cole, Los Angeles, 85th. 

Atlanta United 3, DC United 1 

D.C. United 0 1-1 

Atlanta 1 2-3 

First half—1, Atlanta, Martinez, 1 (Vil- 
lalba), 24th minute. 

Second half—2, Atlanta, Almiron, 1 
(Gressel), 73rd. 3, Atlanta, Villalba, 1 
(Almiron), 75th. 4, D.C. United, Mattocks, 
1 (Asad), 86th. 

Goalies—D.C. United, David Ousted; 
Atlanta, Brad Guzan. 

Yellow Cards—Fisher, D.C. United, 
36th; Garza, Atlanta, 50th; Escobar, At¬ 
lanta, 63 rd. 


College basketball 


Sunday’s men’s scores 

American Athletic Conference 
Championship 

Cincinnati 56, Houston 55 

Atlantic 10 Conference 
Championship 
Davidson 58, Rhode Island 57 
Ivy League 
Championship 
Penn 68, Harvard 65 

NCAA Div II 
Second Round 
Barry 89, Claflin 64 
Bloomfield 109, Merrimack 91 
East Stroudsburg 90, West Chester 76 
Eckerd 90, Florida Southern 77 
Ferris St. 94, Lake Superior St. 71 
Findlay 74, Bellarmine 73 
LeMoyne 67, St. Rose 63 
Lincoln Memorial 87, Clayton St. 61 
Minn. St.-Mankato 74, SW Minnesota 
St. 70 

Queens (NC) 75, UNC Pembroke 63 
Shippensburg 77, Virginia St. 58 
St. Cloud St. 68, Northern St. (SD) 61 
Texas-Permian Basin 130, Regis 124, 
40T 

W. Texas A&M 93, Texas A&M Com¬ 
merce 70 

Southeastern Conference 
Championship 
Kentucky 77, Tennessee 72 
Sun Belt Conference 
Championship 
it. 74, Texas-Arlir 


Georgia St. 7‘ 


irlington 61 


NIT 


First Round 
Tuesday, March 13 

Wagner (23-9) at Baylor (18-14) 
Northern Kentucky (22-9) at Louisville 
(20-13) 

Vermont (27-7) at Middle Tennessee 
(24-7) 


Valspar Championship 

Sunday 

At Innisbrook Resort 
(Copperhead Course) 

Palm Harbor, Fla. 

Purse: $6.5 million 
Yardage: 7,340; Par: 71 
Final 

Paul Casey, $1,170,000 70-68-71-65-274 -10 
Patrick Reed, $572,000 71-69-67-68-275 -9 
Tiger Woods, $572,000 70-68-67-70-275 -9 
Sergio Garcia, $312,000 70-72-69-65-276 -8 
Justin Rose, $247,000 70-69-66-72-277 -7 

Rory Sabbatini, $247,00070-71-67-69-277 -7 
Jim Furyk, $217,750 70-73-69-66-278 -6 

Branden Grace, $182,00073-68-68-70-279 -5 
Jason Kokrak, $182,000 72-67-72-68-279 -5 
Trey Mullinax, $182,000 72-68-69-70-279 -5 
Webb Simpson, $182,00071-68-70-70-279 -5 
Sam Bums, $131,625 71-69-67-73-280 -4 

Adam Hadwin, $131,62571-70-71-68-280 -4 
Sean O’Hair, $131,625 71-68-71-70-280 -4 

Steve Strieker, $131,625 70-71-70-69-280 -4 
Abraham Ancer, $77,29672-73-67-69-281 -3 
Ryan Blaum, $77,296 73-69-70-69-281 -3 

J. Lovemark, $77,296 72-73-68-68-281 -3 

T.J. Vogel, $77,296 73-70-69-69-281 -3 

Blayne Barber, $77,296 70-70-70-71-281 -3 
Corey Conners, $77,296 67-69-68-77-281 -3 
Zach Johnson, $77,296 73-68-69-71-281 -3 
Russell Knox, $77,296 69-74-66-72-281 -3 

Luke List, $77,296 70-71-69-71-281 -3 

William McGirt, $77,296 71-70-69-71-281 -3 
L. Oosthuizen, $77,296 71-69-69-72-281 -3 
Adam Scott, $77,296 70-73-66-72-281 -3 

Ryan Palmer, $46,150 72-66-70-74-282 -2 

T. Van Aswegen, $46,15075-65-68-74-282 -2 
Jimmy Walker, $46,150 69-71-72-70-282 -2 

Toshiba Ciassic 

Sunday 

At Newport Beach CC 
Newport Beach, Calif. 

Purse: $1.8 million 
Yardage: 6,584; Par 71 
Final 

Vijay Singh, $270,000 68-68-66-202 -11 

S. McCarron, $132,000 67-68-68-203 -10 

T. Pernice Jr., $132,000 64-70-69-203 -10 

Tommy Tolies, $132,000 67-71-65-203 -10 

David Toms, $86,400 72-66-67-205 " 

David Frost, $61,200 67-71-68-206 

Steve Jones, $61,200 68-69-69-206 

Rocco Mediate, $61,200 71-68-67-206 

Fran Quinn, $61,200 67-70-69-206 

Joe Durant, $45,000 69-66-72-207 

Carlos Franco, $45,000 71-69-67-207 

Stephen Ames, $33,600 72-67-69-208 

Tom Byrum, $33,600 68-71-69-208 

John Huston, $33,600 73-70-65-208 

Jeff Sluman, $33,600 72-68-68-208 

K. Sutherland, $33,600 72-67-69-208 

S. Verplank, $33,600 67-69-72-208 


Indian Open 

Sunday 

DLF Golf & Country Club 
New Delhi 

Yardage: 7,417; Par; 72 
Final 

Wallace won on first playoff hole 

Matt Wallace, England 69-70-70-68-277 

A. Johnston, England 72-66-73-66-277 

S. Kim, United States 70-70-72-68-280 

P. Larrazabal, Spain 67-71-74-69-281 

M. Schwab, Austria 71-72-68-70-281 

E. Grillo, Argentina 65-68-78-72-283 

S. Gallacher, Scotland 72-71-67-74-284 

S. Sharma, India 73-64-72-75-284 

C. Jinho, South Korea 72-71-72-71-286 

J. Luiten, Netherlands 71-69-74-72-286 

Aaron Rai, England 71-73-69-73-286 


Boston College (19-15) at Western 
Kentucky (24-10) 

Florida Gulf Coast (23-11) at Oklahoma 
State (19-14) 

Hampton (19-15) at Notre Dame (20- 
14) 

Rider (22-9) at Oregon (22-12) 

SE Louisiana (22-11) at Saint Mary’s 
(28-5) 

UNC Asheville (21-12) at Southern Cal 
(23-11) 

Wednesday, March 14 

Harvard (18-13) at Marquette (19-13) 
Louisiana-Lafayette (27-6) at LSU (17- 
14) 

Temple (17-15) at Penn State (21-13) 
Nebraska (22-10) at Mississippi State 
(22-11) 

UC Davis (22-10) at Utah (19-11) 

BYU (24-10) at Stanford (18-15) 

Boise State (23-8) at Washington (20- 
12) 

Coliege Basketball Invitational 

First Round 
Tuesday, March 13 

Eastern Washington (20-14) at Utah 
Valley (22-10) 

Wednesday, March 14 
Miami (Ohio) (16-17) at Campbell (IB¬ 
IS) 

Jacksonville State (21-12) at Canisius 
( 21 - 11 ) 

Texas Rio Grande Valley (15-17) at 
New Orleans (15-16) 

North Texas (15-17) at South Dakota 
(26-8) 

Colgate (19-13) at San Francisco (IS¬ 
IS) 

Mercer (18-14) at Grand Canyon (22- 


Ticket Guardian 500 

NASCAR Monster Energy Cup Series 

At IS^ Raceway 
Avondale, Ariz. 

Lap length: 1.00 miles 
(Start position in parentheses) 

1. (10) Kevin Harvick, Ford, 312 laps, 53 
points. 

2. (7) Kyle Busch, Toyota, 312,52. 

3. (3) Chase Elliott, Chevrolet, 312, 39. 

4. (6) Denny Hamlin, Toyota, 312, 40. 

5. h) Martin Truex Jr, Toyota, 312, 41. 

6. (19) Clint Bowyer, Ford, 312, 32. 

7. (22) Aric Almirola, Ford, 312, 30. 

8. (15) Daniel Suarez, Toyota, 312, 29. 

9. (9) Erik Jones, Toyota, 312, 29. 


12. (11) William Byron, Chevrolet, 312 
25. 

13. (4) Alex Bowman, Chevrolet, 312 
24. 

14. (17) Jimmie Johnson, Chevrolet 
312, 23. 

15. (25) Brad Keselowski, Ford, 312, 35 

16. (12) Ryan Blaney, Ford, 311, 21. 

17. (18) Austin Dillon, Chevrolet, 311 

20 . 

18. (2) Kyle Larson, Chevrolet, 311, 27. 

19. (5) Joey Logano, Ford, 311, 20. 

20. (21) Trevor Bayne, Ford, 311,17. 

21. (20) AJ Allmendinger, Chevrolet 
311, 16. 

22. (16) David Ragan, Ford, 311, 15. 

23. (29) Ricky Stenhouse Jr, Ford, 311 

22 . 

24. (26) Kasey Kahne, Chevrolet, 311 

15. 

25. (30) Matt DiBenedetto, Ford, 311 

12 . 

26. (8) Jamie McMurray, Chevrolet 
310, 11. 

27. (36) Ross Chastain, Chevrolet, 310 

0 . 

28. (27) Darrell Wallace Jr, Chevrolet 
309, 9. 

29. (24) Chris Buescher, Chevrolet, 309 

8 . 

30. (28) Ty Dillon, Chevrolet, 309,12. 

31. (34) D.J. Kennington, Toyota, 309, 6 

32. (31) Michael McDowell, Ford, 308 


ing, Toyot! 
rnhardt, C 


- __Gray 

35. (37) Jeffr 
292, 2. 

36. (14) Paul Menard, Ford, accident 
189, 1. 

37. (33) Corey Lajoie, Chevrolet, 
gine, 23,1. 

Race Statistics 

Average Speed of Race Winner: 

108.078 mph. 

Time of Race: 2 hours, 53 minutes, 13 
seconds. 

Margin of Victory: 0.774 seconds. 
Caution Fiags: 6 for 36 laps. 

Lead Changes: 15 among 9 drivers. 
Lap Leaders: M.Truex 0; K.Larson 1-30; 
M.Truex 31-33; K.Larson 34-57; Ky.Busch 
58-123; B.Keselowski 124-128; Ky.Busch 
129-147; Ku.Busch 148-153; Ky.Busch 
154-178; K.Harvick 179-194; W.Byron 195- 
209; D.Hamlin 210-242; Ky.Busch 243-260; 
B.Keselowski 261-267; R.Newman 268- 
290; K.Harvick 291-312 

Leaders Summary (Driver, Times Led, 
Laps Led): Ky.Busch, 4 times for 124 laps; 
K.Larson, 2 times for 52 laps; K.Harvick, 
2 times for 36 laps; D.Hamlin, 1 time for 
32 laps; R.Newman, 1 time for 22 laps; 
W.Byron, 1 time for 14 laps; B.Keselowski, 
2 times for 10 laps; Ku.Busch, 1 time for 5 
laps; M.Truex, 2 times for 2 laps. 

Wins: K.Harvick, 3; A.Dillon, 1. 

Top 16 in Points: 1. K.Harvick, 168; 2. 
Ky.Busch, 156; 3. M.Truex, 156; 4. R.BIaney, 


BNP Paribas Open 

At The Indian Weiis Tennis Garden 
Indian Weiis, Caiif. 

Purse: Men: $7.97 miiiion (Masters 
1000 ); 

Women: $8.65 miiiion (Premier) 
Surface: Hard-Outdoor 
Singies 
Men 

Second Round 

Dudi Sela, Israel, def. Kyle Edmund 
(21), Britain, 6-4, 6-4. 

Philipp Kohlschreiber (31), Germany, 
def. Tim Smyezek, United States, 1-6, 6-4, 
6-4. 

Pierre-Hugues Herbert, France, def. 
Gilles Muller (24), Luxembourg, 6-3, 7-5. 

David Ferrer (29), Spain, def. Tennys 
Sandgren, United States, 6-2, 7-6 (3). 

Feliciano Lopez (28), Spain, def. Ernes¬ 
to Escobedo, United States, 6-4,6-3. 

Gael Monfils, France, def. John Isner 
(15), United States, 6-7 (5), 7-6 (3), 7-5. 

Taro Daniel, Japan, def. Novak DJokovic 
(10), Serbia, 7-6 (3), 4-6, 6-1. 

Yuki Bhambri, India, def. Lucas Pouille 
(9), France, 6-4, 6-4. 

Leonardo Mayer, Argentina, def. Kei Ni- 
Shikori (22), Japan, 6-4, 6-1. 

Roger Federer (1), Switzerland, def. 
Federico Delbonis, Argentina, 6-3, 7-6 (6). 

Marin Cilic (2), Croatia, def. Marton 
Fucsovics, Hungary, 7-5, 6-3. 

Sam Ouerrey (18), United States, def. 
Mischa Zverev, Germany, 6-4, 7-5. 

Jack Sock (8), United States, def. 
Thomas Fabbiano, Italy, 6-2, 7-5. 

Milos Raonic (32), Canada, def. Felix 
Auger-Aliassime, Canada, 6-4, 6-4. 

Marcos Baghdatis, Cyprus, def. Diego 
Schwartzman (14), Argentina, 7-5,6-4. 

Juan Martin del Potro (6), Argentina, 
def. Alex de Minaur, Australia, 6-2, 6-1. 

Joao Sousa, Portugal, def. Alexander 


152; 5. J.Logano, 152; 6. D.Hamlin, 137; 
7. B.Keselowski, 134; 8. K.Larson, 131; 
9. C.Bowyer, 125; 10. A.AImirola, 123; 
11. Ku.Busch, 117; 12. A.Dillon, 114; 13. 
R.Newman, 101; 14. P.Menard, 97; 15. 
E.Jones, 93; 16. A.Bowman, 91. 

NASCAR Driver Rating Formuia 

A maximum of 150 points can be at- 

The formula combines the following 
categories; Wins, Finishes, Top-15 Fin¬ 
ishes, Average Running Position While 
on Lead Lap, Average Speed Under 
Green, Fastest Lap, Led Most Laps, Lead- 
Lap Finish. 

Grand Prix of St. Petersburg 

indyCar Series 
Sunday 

At St. Petersburg Street Circuit 
St. Petersburg, Fiorida 
Lap iength: 1.8 miies 

(Start position in parentheses) 

1. (14) Sebastian Bourdais, Dalla _ 
Honda, 110 laps. Running 

2. (24) Graham Rahal, Dallara-Honda 
110 laps. Running 

3. (12) Alexander Rossi, Dallara-Hon 
da, 110 laps. Running 

4. (7) James Hinchcliffe, Dallara-I 
da, 110 laps. Running 

5. (6) Ryan Hunter-Reay, Dallara-Hon¬ 
da, 110 laps. Running 

6. (9) Scott Dixon, Dallara-Honda, 110 
laps. Running 

7. (13) Josef Newgarden, Dallara-Chev- 
rolet, 110 laps. Running 

8. (17) Ed Jones, Dallara-Honda, 110 
laps. Running 

9. (18) Marco Andretti, Dallara-Honda, 
110 laps. Running 

10. (2) Will Power, Dallara-Chevrolet, 
110 laps. Running 

11. (10) Tony Kanaan, Dallara-Chevro¬ 
let, 110 laps. Running 

12. (5) Takuma Sato, Dallara-Honda 
110 laps. Running 

13. (11) Simon Pagenaud, Dallara 
Chevrolet, 110 laps. Running 

" 4. (8) Gabby Chaves, Dallara-Chevro 


olet, 109 laps. Running 

16. (15) Zach Veacn, Dallara-Honda 
109 laps. Running 

17. (22) Zachary daman De Melo, Dal 
lara-Honda, 109 laps. Running 

18. (1) Robert Wickens, Dallara-Honda 
108 laps. Contact 

19. (20) Max Chilton, Dallara-Chevro 
let, 108 laps. Running 

20. (21) Charlie Kimball, Dallara-Chev 
rolet, 107 laps. Running 

21. (4) Jordan King, Dallara-Chevrolet 
107 laps. Running 

22. (23) Rene Binder, Dallara-Chevro¬ 
let, 100 laps. Contact 

23. (19) Jack Harvey, Dallara-Honda, 38 
laps. Off Course 

24. (3) Matheus Leist, Dallara-Chevro¬ 
let, 16 laps. Contact 

Race Statistics 

Average Speed of Race Winner: 86.207 
mph. 

Time of Race: 2:17:48.4954. 

Margin of Victory: Under caution. 

Cautions: 8 for 24 laps. 

Lead Changes: 11 among 5 drivers. 

Lap Leaders: Wickens 1-5, King 6-10, 
Wickens 11-24, Bourdais 25-38, Wickens 
39-59, Rossi 60-62, Bourdais 63-76, Wick¬ 
ens 77-81, Rossi 82-83, Hunter-Reay 84, 
Wickens 85-108, Bourdais 109-110. 

Points: Bourdais 51, Rahal 40, Rossi 
36, Hinchcliffe 32, Hunter-Reay 31, Dixon 
28, Newgarden 26, Jones 24, Andretti 22, 
Power 20, Kanaan 19, Sato 18, Pagenaud 
17, Chaves 16, Wickens 16, Pigot 15, Veach 
14, daman De Melo 13, Chilton 11, Kimball 
10, King 10, Binder 8, Harvey 7, Leist 6. 


Zverev (4), Germany, 7-5, 5-7,6-4. 

Second Round 

Sloane Stephens (13), United States, 
def. Victoria Azarenka, Belarus, 6-1, 7-5. 

Angelique Kerber (10), Germany, def. 
Ekaterina Makarova, Russia, 3-6, 6-4,6-2. 

Third Round 

Amanda Anisimova, US, def. Petra Kvi- 
tova (9), Czech Republic, 6-2,6-4. 

MarketaVondrousova, Czech Republic, 
def. Aryna Sabalenka, Belarus, 6-2,6-2. 

Karolina Pliskova (5), Czech Republic, 
def. Zhang Shuai (32), China, 7-5, 5-7, 6-3. 

Petra Martic, Croatia, def. Jelena Osta¬ 
penko (6), Latvia, 6-3, 6-3. 

Simona Halep (1), Romania, def. Caro¬ 
line Dolehide, US, 1-6, 7-6 (3), 6-2. 

Wang Qiang, China, def. Kristina Mlad- 
enovic (14), France, 6-1, 6-2. 

Maria Sakkari, Greece, def. CoCo 
Vandeweghe (17), United States, 6-2, 6-4. 

Naomi Osaka, Japan, def. Sachia Vick¬ 
ery, United States, 6-3, 6-3. 

Doubles 

Men 

First Round 

Jean-Julien Rojer, Netherlands, and 
Horia Tecau (6), Romania, def. Ryan Har¬ 
rison, United States, and Max Mirnyi, Be¬ 
larus, 7-6 (5), 6-4. 

Fabio Fognini, Italy, and Aisam-ul-Haq 
Qureshi, Pakistan, def. Nikola Mektic, 
Croatia, and Alexander Peya, Austria, 2- 
6, 6-3, 10-5. 

Pablo Cuevas, Uruguay, and Horacio 
Zeballos, Argentina, def. Santiago Gonza- 


zeuaiius, Mryenuna, uei. ^anuayu eiunza- 

lez, Mexico, and Nicholas Monroe, United 
States, 6-7 (5), 7-5,10-2. 

Pierre-Hugues Herbert and Nicolas 
Mahut (5), France, def. Damie Dzumhur, 
Bosnia-Herzegovina, and Filip Krajinovic, 
Serbia, 6-1, 6-2. 

Roberto Baustista Agut and David Fer¬ 
rer, Spain, def. Lukasz Kubot, Poland, and 
Marcelo Melo (1), Brazil, 6-4, 6-4. 
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Harvick channels rage into third win in row 


By John Nicholson 

Associated Press 

AVONDALE, Ariz. — Kevin Harvick 
knows how to get around ISM Raceway 
— and channel his anger. 

He needed both skills Sunday to drive 
away with his third straight NASCAR Cup 
Series victory and record-extending ninth 
at the mile oval southwest of the Phoenix. 

“I’m 42, done this for a long time,” Har¬ 
vick said. “Any time you can reach out and 
grab motivation, for me, that’s just a piece 
of the puzzle.” 

The California driver sarcastically 
tagged “Happy” is at his best when he’s 
mad, so much so that former crew chief 
Gil Martin used to try to rile him during 
races. 

Current crew chief Rodney Childers 
didn’t have to say anything. Not after Har¬ 
vick and the Stewart-Haas Racing team 
were penalized Wednesday for technical 
violations last week at Las Vegas on the 
No. 4 Ford. 

“Everybody just came here mad, chip 
on their shoulder, wanting to do exactly 
what we did today,” Harvick said. “That’s 
the type of determination and grit that you 
want in a race team. There’s nothing better 
to be a part of than something like that. 

“Actions speak a whole lot louder than 
all the words I can say this week, tweets 
that you can send out. Parking that thing 
in victory lane is the most powerful thing, 
most powerful message you can send, and 
says the most about our organization and 
our team.” 

After saying Friday he would jump 



Rick Scuteri/AP 


Kevin Harvick holds up the trophy after 
winning Sunday’s Monster Cup series 
race in Avondale, Ariz. 

up and down on the back of the car if he 
won, Harvick completed his burnouts and 
pulled over next to his crew to celebrate. 
He playfully patted the back window and 
pointed at it in a nod to social media photos 
of his buckled rear window in Las Vegas. 

“I made it very clear to pat my window 
and thank it for doing its job,” he said. 

Harvick got in front of Kyle Busch on the 
last series of pit stops in the 312-lap race. 
Busch’s team dropped the jack and had 
trouble with the right rear tire on the stop 


with 53 laps left, allowing Harvick — who 
pitted three laps earlier — to slip ahead. 

“We lost the race on pit road today,” 
Busch said. “But we’ve won races on pit 
road, too.” 

Harvick got around Chase Elliott — the 
first car with four fresh tires after the pit 
stops — and took the lead with 22 laps left 
when Ryan Newman finally made his last 
stop. 

Busch didn’t seriously challenge Har¬ 
vick after that, finishing 0.774 seconds 
back. The two had a series of entertaining 
battles, with Harvick also dueling Elliott 
and Denny Hamlin. 

“When you have Kyle Busch sticking his 
finger out of the window with his thumb up 
talking about having fun and sending mes¬ 
sages on the radio, you know everybody is 
having fun,” Harvick said. 

Fun, and stressful for Childers on the pit 
box. 

“Man, it was a heck of a battle,” Childers 
said. “To sit down there in the corner and 
watch these guys race like that was like my 
short track days.” 

Elliott was third, followed by Hamlin 
and pole-sitter Martin Truex Jr. 

“I needed a little bit of forward drive 
there at the end,” Elliott said. “I was turn¬ 
ing pretty good and just had a hard time 
putting the power down.” 

Stewart-Haas racing had all four drivers 
in the top 10 for the first time. Clint Bow- 
yer was sixth, Aric Almirola seventh and 
Kurt Busch 10th. 

“That’s probably what I’m most proud 
of,” owner Tony Stewart said. 


The Busch brothers won the opening 
75-lap stages. Kyle held off Harvick in the 
first. Kurt stayed out during a caution and 
swiped the second in a one-lap shootout. 

No appeal: Stewart said Sunday he won’t 
appeal the penalties for the Las Vegas 
infractions. 

“How many appeals have you seen over¬ 
turned?” he explained. 

Inspectors at NASCAR’s research and 
development center in North Carolina 
found Harvick’s car violated a rule requir¬ 
ing rear window support braces to hold the 
glass rigid, and another requiring the right 
rocker panel extension to be aluminum. 

Harvick was penalized the seven play¬ 
off points he earned for winning the Las 
Vegas race and its first two stages. He was 
docked 20 regular points and the team 
lost 20 owners’ points. Childers was fined 
$50,000, and car chief Robert Smith was 
suspended two races. 

Harvick regained the points lead Sun¬ 
day, moving 12 ahead of Kyle Busch. And 
with the victory, the No. 4 was headed back 
to the R&D facility. 

By the numbers: Harvick began the win¬ 
ning streak at Atlanta after crashing and 
finishing 31st in the season-opening Day¬ 
tona 500. He’s the first to win three straight 
Cup races since Joey Logano in 2015. 

Harvick broke a tie with Kyle Busch with 
14 NASCAR national-series victories at the 
track. In 31 Cup starts in Phoenix, Harvick 
has 15 top-five finishes. He has one Xfinity 
win and four Truck victories at the track. 
The victory also was the milestone 40th of 
Harvick’s Cup career. 


Bourdais caps comeback with road win at home 



Jason Behnken/AP 


Sebastien Bourdais celebrates after winning the IndyCar Firestone 
Grand Prix of St. Petersburg on Sunday in St. Petersbui^, Fla. 


By Jenna Fryer 
Associated Press 

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. — 
There was never a question if Se¬ 
bastien Bourdais would return to 
racing after suffering serious in¬ 
juries from a crash at Indianapo¬ 
lis Motor Speedway. 

It was rather a matter of how 
fast he could get back in a car. 
Doctors told him 2018; Bourdais 
said he’d be healed in time to race 
again last year. He succeeded. 

But a fiery accident that caused 
a broken pelvis and a broken hip 
can change a driver’s mentality 
no matter how determined he was 
to race again, so it was reasonable 
to wonder: Would Bourdais be the 
same driver? 

Absolutely. 

His comeback from a vicious 
wreck, the kind that can end ca¬ 
reers, was completed Sunday 
when Bourdais showed he’s still a 
winner. He made it two straight at 
St. Petersburg, the adopted home¬ 
town for the Frenchman, and won 
IndyCar’s season-opening event. 

It doesn’t matter how it hap¬ 
pened, or that Bourdais was gift¬ 
ed the victory, only that he could 
indeed win again. 

“I was very emotional in the 
car. I think you get the questions 
from people: Is he going to be the 
same? Is he going to come back? Is 
he this? Is he this?” Bourdais said. 
“I really try not to leave any room 
for uncertainty as far as what I 
was going to do and how forward 
I was going to go by coming back 


last year, IVi months later. 

“It’s been bumpy, it’s been 
tough, it’s been everything in be¬ 
tween. It’s been pretty hard for 
myself It’s quite an achievement 
to be able to restart the season 
and settle the matter right away 
and get back on the horse and win 
another one.” 

Bourdais won because rookie 
Robert Wickens, making his In¬ 
dyCar debut, lost. 

The Canadian dominated the 
race, leading 69 of the 110 laps, 
and the win was in his grip until 
two late cautions set up NAS- 
CAR-style late restarts, and con¬ 
tact with Alexander Rossi on the 
final restart of the race ruined his 
day. Rossi dove inside of Wickens 
in the first turn with two laps re¬ 
maining, Wickens defended his 
position and the two cars touched. 
Wickens went off course, Rossi 
slid back to third and Bourdais 
sailed by for the 37th victory of 
his career. 

“It would have been a fairy tale 
to finish that well, but sometimes 
it’s just not meant to be,” Wickens 
said. “My opinion, he just went 
too deep, locked the rears and slid 
into me. There’s really no other 
explanation to it. The only pity is 
he carried on to a podium, and I 
ended up in the fence.” 

Wickens ended up 18th. 

Even Bourdais, who wept after 
his win, understood that the race 
had been Wickens’ to win. 

“I was really happy for Robert 
and I’m heartbroken for him,” 
Bourdais said. 


Wickens was a star in touring 
cars in Germany but defected to 
IndyCar this year at the coaxing 
of good friend James Hinchcliffe. 
Although he was one of seven 
rookies in the 24-car field Sunday, 
he is 28 and a proven winner. 

He is part of an all-Canadian 
lineup at Schmidt Peterson Mo- 
torsports, and he and Hinchcliffe 
were strong the entire weekend. 
Wickens was only the third driver 
since 1993 to win the pole for his 
IndyCar debut — Nigel Mansell 
did it in ‘93 in Surfer’s Paradise 
and Bourdais at St. Pete in 2003 
— and the victory would have 
been a firm announcement of his 
arrival in the American open- 
wheel series. 

Instead, two late cautions gave 
Rossi a chance to take it away. 
Wickens said IndyCar’s pace car 
did not follow the same procedure 
it had used on the previous re¬ 
start, and Wickens wasn’t able to 
get the jump he wanted on Rossi. 

Rossi was not penalized for the 
contact and believed he had done 
nothing wrong. 

“I feel bad because I feel like I 
could have won and he could have 
gotten second,” Rossi said. “They 
made it very clear in the drivers’ 
meeting that the rule on blocking 
was you can’t move in reaction. If 
he defended the inside... and then 
I continued to go to the inside 
down the white line, then yeah, 
that’s my decision and that’s put¬ 
ting my car in danger. But there’s 
no reason why I can’t pop and 
stay next to him. I don’t have to 


be all four wheels in the part of 
the track that nobody goes on.” 

The American, who recently 
appeared on the reality TV show 
“The Amazing Race,” said he not 
spoken to Wickens but imagined 
that Wickens was upset with him. 

Bourdais, meanwhile, had posi¬ 
tioned himself to capitalize when 
Wickens and Rossi went haywire. 

Bourdais now ranks sixth on 
IndyCar’s all-time list, two wins 
behind A1 Unser for fifth. It was 
the sixth victory for Dale Coyne 
Racing, the first since Bourdais 
won at St. Petersburg last year. 
The team this year has been bol¬ 
stered by the ownership group 
of Jimmy Vasser and James Sul¬ 


livan, which reunited Bourdais 
with his former bosses and a new 
sponsor in SealMaster. 

He always believed he’d be 
back, even after that accident in 
Indy 500 qualifying last May. In a 
rehabilitation center and stitched 
together as the Indy 500 went on 
without him, Bourdais vowed to 
get his car back before the end of 
the season. He made it in time for 
the final three races of the year, 
and could have done it sooner had 
Coyne not already sold the seat to 
another driver. 

Then he almost won the Rolex 
in January, and cemented his 
comeback Sunday on his home 
streets. 
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Cavaliers forward LeBron James, left, shoots as Lakers guard Lonzo 
Ball defends during the first half of Sunday's game in Los Angeles. 


Roundup 


Resurgent Lakers 
roll past Cavaliers 


Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — Julius Ran¬ 
dle had a career-high 36 points, 
14 rebounds and seven assists, 
and the Los Angeles Lakers au¬ 
ditioned for LeBron James’ favor 
in free agency with a 127-113 vic¬ 
tory over the Cleveland Cavaliers 
on Sunday night. 

Isaiah Thomas had 20 points, 
nine assists and five rebounds 
against his former teammates as 
the Lakers emphatically snapped 
a seven-game losing streak 
against Cleveland. 

James had 24 points, 10 re¬ 
bounds and seven assists for the 
Cavs, who have lost four of six 
after getting swept at Staples Cen¬ 
ter by the Clippers and Lakers. 

Raptors 132, Knicks 106: 
Jonas Valanciunas scored 17 
points, Kyle Lowry had 16 and vis¬ 
iting Toronto kept right on rolling 
after a big win two nights earlier, 
beating the Knicks for its season- 
high eighth straight victory. 

Pacers 99, Celtics 97: Victor 
Oladipo scored 27 points, then 
committed a dead-ball offensive 
foul with 1.5 seconds left that 
gave host Boston a shot to win 
the game at the buzzer, but Indi¬ 
ana held on to beat the depleted 
Celtics. 

Timberwolves 109, Warriors 
103: Karl-Anthony Towns helped 
Minnesota stop a season-longest 


three-game losing streak with 31 
points and 16 rebounds, and the 
Timberwolves powered their way 
past visiting Golden State down 
the stretch to hand the Warriors 
their second straight defeat with¬ 
out Stephen Curry. 

Rockets 105, Mavericks 82: 
Eric Gordon scored 26 points and 
Chris Paul had 24 points and 12 
assists as Houston, playing with¬ 
out James Harden, beat host 

"Dfll 1 s 

Nuggets 130, Kings 104: 

Nikola Jokic had 20 points, 11 
rebounds and 10 assists for his 
seventh triple-double of the sea¬ 
son, Gary Harris added 21 points 
and Denver cruised past visiting 
Sacramento. 

Bulls 129, Hawks 122: Zach 
LaVine scored 21 points, includ¬ 
ing four free throws in the final 
17 seconds to stop host Atlanta’s 
comeback, and Chicago beat the 
injury-depleted Hawks. 

Jazz 116, Pelicans 99: Ricky 
Rubio had 30 points, 10 rebounds 
and seven assists, and visiting 
Utah overcame Anthony Davis’ 
first career triple-double for a 
victory over New Orleans that ex¬ 
tended the Jazz’s winning streak 
to six. 

76ers 120, Nets 97: Joel Em- 
biid scored 21 points, Robert Cov¬ 
ington added 19, and Philadelphia 
routed host Brooklyn. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Atlantic Division 


x-Toronto 
x-Boston 
Philadelphia 
New York 


46 21 .687 3'/2 

36 29 .554 12'/2 

24 43 .358 25'/2 

-- ,313 28'/2 


Brooklyn 

Southeast Division 

Washington 38 29 .567 

Miami 36 31 .537 

Charlotte 
Orlando 
Atlanta 


20 47 .299 18 


Indiana 

Cleveland 

Milwaukee 

Detroit 

Chicago 


Centrai Division 


38 28 .576 'h 

35 31 .530 3'/2 

30 36 .455 8'/2 

23 43 .348 15'/2 


Western Conference 

Southwest Division 

W L Pet GB 

Houston 52 14 .788 - 

New Orleans 38 28 .576 14 

San Antonio 37 29 .561 15 

Dallas 21 46 .313 31'/2 

Memphis 18 48 .273 34 

Northwest Division 

Portland 40 26 .606 - 

Minnesota 39 29 .574 2 

Oklahoma City 39 29 .574 2 

Denver 37 30 .552 3'/2 

Utah 37 30 .552 3'/2 

Pacific Division 

Golden State 51 16 .761 - 

L.A. Clippers 36 29 .554 14 

L.A. Lakers 30 36 .455 20'/2 

Sacramento 21 46 .313 30 

Phoenix 19 49 .279 32'/2 

x-clinched playoff spot 

Saturday’s games 
tte 122, Phoenix 

. .129, Washingtor 

Dallas 114, Memphis 8L 
Oklahoma City 104, San Antonio 94 
L.A. Clippers 113, Orlando 105 
Sunday’s games 
Toronto 132, New York 106 
Chicago 129, Atlanta 122 
Minnesota 109, Golden State 103 
Utah 116, New Orleans 99 
Denver 130, Sacramento 104 
Houston 105, Dallas 82 
Indiana 99, Boston 97 
Philadelphia 120, Brooklyn 97 
L.A. Lakers 127, Cleveland 113 
Monday’s games 
Milwaukee at Memphis 
Sacramento at Oklahoma City 
San Antonio at Houston 
Miami at Portland 

Tuesday’s games 
Indiana at Philadelphia 
Minnesota at Washington 
Dallas at New York 
Oklahoma City at Atlanta 
Toronto at Brooklyn 
Charlotte at New Orleans 
L.A. Clippers at Chicago 
Orlando at San Antonio 
Detroit at Utah 
Cleveland at Phoenix 
Denver at L.A. Lakers 

Wednesday’s games 
Milwaukee at Orlando 
Washington at Boston 
Miami at Sacramento 
L.A. Lakers at Golden State 

Sunday 

Lakers 127, Cavaliers 113 

CLEVELAND - Green 2-8 2-2 7, James 
9-20 4-5 24, Nance Jr. 7-12 2-2 16, Hill 4- 
8 0-0 9, Smith 1-7 0-0 3, Zizic 7-9 1-2 15, 
Calderon 4-5 5-6 14, Perrantes 0-0 0-0 0, 
Holland 2-5 3-4 9, Korver 4-6 0-0 12, Clark¬ 
son 1-8 2-2 4. Totals 41-88 19-23 113. 

L.A. LAKERS - Kuzma 4-14 4-4 14, 
Randle 14-18 8-10 36, Lopez 10-18 0-0 22, 
Ball 2-11 0-0 5, Caldwell-Pope 7-13 2-2 20, 
Wear 2-3 0-0 6, Williams 0-0 0-0 0, Zubac 
0-0 0-0 0, Caruso 2-3 0-0 4, Thomas 7-16 

4-4 20. Totals 48-96 18-20 127. 

Cleveland 29 31 22 31-113 

L.A. Lakers 33 32 33 29-127 

Three-Point Goals—Cleveland 12-31 
(Korver 4-5, Holland 2-3, James 2-8, Calde¬ 
ron 1-2, Smith 1-3, Green 1-3, HIM 1-3, 
Nance Jr. 0-1, Clarkson 0-3), L.A. Lakers 13- 
34 (Caldwell-Pope 4-8, Wear 2-3, Lopez 2-4, 
Kuzma 2-5, Thomas 2-7, Ball 1-6, Caruso 0- 

I) . Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Cleve¬ 
land 37 (James 10), L.A. Lakers 51 (Randle 
14). Assists—Cleveland 22 (James 7), L.A. 
Lakers 30 (Thomas 9). Total Fouls—Cleve¬ 
land 18, L.A. Lakers 19. A-18,997 (19,060). 

Jazz 116, Pelicans 99 

UTAH - Ingles 7-11 3-4 20, Favors 3-4 
0-0 6, Gobert 5-13 9-9 19, Rubio 10-22 6-6 
30, Mitchell 10-21 4-4 27, O’Neale 1-7 0-0 
3, Crowder 1-11 2-2 5, McCree 0-0 0-0 0, 
Jerebko 0-1 0-0 0, Udoh 0-3 0-0 0, Neto 3-3 
0-0 6. Totals 40-96 24-25 116. 

NEW ORLEANS - Moore 4-10 1-1 10, 
Davis 9-22 6-6 25, Okafor 5-6 1-111, Rondo 
2-50-0 4, Holiday 7-19 1-2 18, Miller 5-9 0-0 
11, Mirotic 2-9 0-0 4, Diallo 1-1 0-0 2, Clark 
6-11 2-3 14, Liggins 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 41-93 
11-13 99. 

Utah 29 19 30 38-116 

New Orleans 23 28 23 25- 99 

Three-Point Goals-Utah 12-32 (Rubio 
4-5, Ingles 3-6, Mitchell 3-10, O’Neale 1-3, 
Crowder 1-7, Jerebko 0-1), New Orleans 
6-21 (Holiday 3-6, Moore 1-2, Davis 1-4, 
Miller 1-4, Clark 0-1, Rondo 0-1, Mirotic 
0-3). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Utah 
55 (Gobert 16), New Orleans 38 (Davis 

II) . Assists—Utah 24 (Rubio 7), New Or¬ 
leans 28 (Holiday 10). Total Fouls-Utah 
20, New Orleans 25. A-18,062 (16,867). 


Rockets 105, Mavericks 82 

HOUSTON - Ariza 1-10 0-0 3, Tucker 3- 
5 2-2 10, Capela 2-3 0-2 4, Paul 9-18 2-2 24, 
Gordon 9-16 2-2 26, Black 2-3 2-4 6, Mbah 
a Moute 3-7 0-0 7, Johnson 5-9 2-2 12, 
Green 5-13 0-0 13. Totals 39-84 10-14 105. 
DALLAS - Barnes 4-16 4-8 14, Nowitzki 

5- 11 2-2 13, Powell 9-11 1-2 20, Smith Jr. 
2-12 0-0 4, Ferrell 1-8 0-0 2, McDermott 1- 
7 2-2 4, Motley 0-1 1-2 1, Kleber 0-1 0-0 0, 
Warney 2-4 1-2 5, Noel 5-8 0-0 10, Barea 2- 
9 0-0 4, Matthews 0-0 0-0 0, Collinsworth 
2-6 0-0 5. Totals 33-94 11-18 82. 

Houston 25 23 32 25-105 

Dallas 14 33 16 19- 82 

Three-Point Goals—Houston 17-45 

(Gordon 6-11, Paul 4-7, Green 3-9, Tucker 

2-3, Mbah a Moute 1-5, Ariza 1-9, Johnson 
0-1), Dallas 5-31 (Barnes 2-6, Powell 1-1, 
Collinsworth 1-1, Nowitzki 1-6, Kleber 0- 
1, Noel 0-1, McDermott 0-3, Smith Jr. 0-3, 
Ferrell 0-4, Barea 0-5). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Houston 45 (Black 9), Dallas 
53 (Collinsworth 10). Assists—Houston 
21 (Paul 12), Dallas 27 (Barea 13). Total 
Fouls-Houston 22, Dallas 18. A-20,394 
(19,200). 

Pacers 99, Celtics 97 

INDIANA - Bogdanovic 4-7 2-2 14, 
T.Young 2-7 0-0 4, Turner 8-13 0-0 19, 
Joseph 3-7 0-0 8, Oladipo 10-20 5-5 27, 
Robinson III 3-4 0-0 7, Booker 2-7 0-0 4, 
Sabonis 5-9 0-0 10, Collison 0-2 2-2 2, Ste¬ 
phenson 2-5 0-1 4. Totals 39-81 9-10 99. 

BOSTON - Tatum 5-11 7-8 19, Morris 5- 
13 0-0 10, Baynes 3-9 0-0 6, Irving 3-6 0-0 7, 
Smart 6-13 2-2 20, Ojeleye 1-10-12, Nader 
0-0 2-2 2, Theis 2-4 1-1 5, Monroe 4-7 0-0 8, 
Larkin 0-4 2-2 2, Rozier 5-13 3-5 16, Allen 
0-0 0-0 0. Totals 34-81 17-21 97. 

Indiana 24 16 34 25-99 

Boston 25 25 20 27-97 

Three-Point Goals—Indiana 12-22 
(Bogdanovic 4-5, Turner 3-4, Joseph 2-2, 
Oladipo 2-5, Robinson III 1-2, Stephenson 
0-1, Booker 0-1, T.Young 0-2), Boston 12-37 
(Smart 6-12, Rozier 3-8, Tatum 2-4, Irving 
1-3, Theis 0-1, Baynes 0-1, Larkin 0-2, Mor¬ 
ris 0-6). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds— 
Indiana 39 (Turner 10), Boston 42 (Smart 
7). Assists—Indiana 26 (Collison 10), Bos¬ 
ton 26 (Smart 8). Total Fouls—Indiana 20, 
Boston 13. A-18,624 (18,624). 

76ers 120, Nets 97 

PHILADELPHIA - Covington 6-10 4-6 

19, Saric 8-11 0-1 18, Embiid 9-17 2-4 21, 
Simmons 4-9 3-4 11, Redick 5-10 1-2 12, 
Ilyasova5-10 1-111, Holmes 1-6 0-0 2, Mc¬ 
Connell 5-9 0-0 10, Luwawu-Cabarrot 0-0 
0-0 0, Anderson 1-3 0-03, Belinelli 6-10 0-0 
13. Totals 50-95 11-18 120. 

BROOKLYN - Crabbe 1-4 0-0 3, Carroll 

1- 9 4-4 6, Allen 2-6 2-2 6, Dinwiddle 5-14 3- 
3 13, Russell 9-17 4-5 26, Cunningham 2-7 
0-0 5, Hollis-Jefferson 6-9 0-0 12, Acy 1-2 
0-0 3, Mozgov 0-1 0-0 0, Okafor 2-3 0-0 4, 
Harris 1-5 2-2 5, Stauskas 1-3 1-2 4, LeVert 

2- 5 5-6 10. Totals 33-85 21-24 97. 

Philadelphia 37 33 26 24-120 

Brooklyn 25 35 23 14- 97 

Three-Point Goals—Philadelphia 9- 
26 (Covington 3-7, Saric 2-4, Embiid 1-2, 
Anderson 1-2, Redick 1-4, Belinelli 1-4, 
Ilyasova 0-1, Holmes 0-2), Brooklyn 10-28 
(Russell 4-8, Acy 1-1, Stauskas 1-2, LeVert 
1-2, Cunningham 1-3, Crabbe 1-4, Harris 

1- 4, Dinwiddle 0-1, Allen 0-1, Carroll 0-2). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Philadel¬ 
phia 48 (Ilyasova 13), Brooklyn 42 (Allen, 
Cunningham, Carroll, Hollis-Jefferson 6). 
Assists—Philadelphia 33 (Simmons, Mc¬ 
Connell 6), Brooklyn 17 (Dinwiddle 6). To¬ 
tal Fouls—Philadelphia 19, Brooklyn 19. 
A-16,901 (17,732). 

Nuggets 130, Kings 104 

SACRAMENTO - Jackson 3-51-2 8, Ran¬ 
dolph 6-14 0-0 12, Koufos 7-10 0-0 14, Fox 4- 
9 4-6 12, Bogdanovic 2-10 1-2 6, Cabocio 1- 
3 3-4 5, Cauley-Stein 4-113-412, Mason 2-6 

6- 6 10, Carter 0-3 0-0 0, Hield 8-15 0-0 18, 
Temple 2-5 2-2 7. Totals 39-91 20-26 104. 

DENVER - Chandler 6-9 2-4 16, Millsap 

2- 6 2-5 6, Jokic 8-10 0-0 20, Murray 8-16 2-2 

20, G.Harris 9-16 1-1 21, Jefferson 0-0 0-0 
0, Arthur 1-3 0-0 3, Lyles 5-9 4-4 14, Plum- 
lee 3-5 1-1 7, D.Harris 4-7 0-1 11, Barton 

3- 5 3-3 9, Beasley 1-3 0-0 3. Totals 50-89 
15-21 130. 


Sacramento 25 24 19 36-104 

Denver 32 34 35 29-130 

Three-Point Goals—Sacramento 6- 
31 (Hield 2-6, Cauley-Stein 1-1, Temple 

1- 3, Jackson 1-3, Bogdanovic 1-7, Fox 
0-2, Cabocio 0-2, Randolph 0-2, Mason 
0-2, Carter 0-3), Denver 15-37 (Jokic 4- 
4, D.Harris 3-6, Chandler 2-3, Murray 2- 
7, G.Harris 2-9, Arthur 1-2, Beasley 1-2, 
Lyles 0-1, Barton 0-1, Millsap 0-2). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Sacramento 38 
(Koufos 10), Denver 51 (Jokic 11). As¬ 
sists—Sacramento 26 (Fox 9), Denver 38 
(Jokic 10). Total Fouls—Sacramento 21, 
Denver 17. A-19,520 (19,155). 

T-wolves 109, Warriors 103 

GOLDEN STATE - Durant 11-32 12-12 
39, Green 4-9 0-010, McGee 1-10-0 2, Cook 

2- 7 0-0 4, Thompson 8-22 2-2 21, Casspi 1- 
1 1-2 3, Looney 0-0 0-0 0, Pachulia 7-9 2-3 
16, Livingston 3-6 2-2 8, Young 0-4 0-0 0. 
Totals 37-91 19-21 103. 

MINNESOTA - Bjelica 4-12 1-2 10, 
Gibson 5-12 1-1 11, Tow .. 


T9Wt;is 13-24 3-5 31, 


Dieng 1-4 0-1 2, T.Jones 4-_,_ 

5 0-0 2, Crawford 4-9 3-3 12. Totals 44-95 
15-21 109. 

Golden State 24 38 22 19-103 

Minnesota 34 21 29 25-109 

Three-Point Goals—Golden State 10-36 
(Durant 5-12, Thompson 3-12, Green 2-6, 
Cook 0-2, Young 0-4), Minnesota 6-20 (Wig¬ 
gins 2-4, Towns 2-5, Crawford 1-4, Bj'elica 
1-4, Teague 0-3). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—Golden State 50 (Durant 12), 
Minnesota 50 (Towns 16). Assists—Golden 
State 22 (Green 7), Minnesota 27 (Teague 
10). Total Fouls-Golden State 17, Minne¬ 
sota 15. A-18,978 (18,798). 

Buiis 129, Hawks 122 

CHICAGO - LaVine 7-16 4-4 21, Mark- 
kanen 6-13 6-6 19, Lopez 2-6 0-0 4, Dunn 5- 
13 1-2 13, Nwaba 3-4 2-4 10, Valentine 5-10 
0-0 12, Portis 9-16 1-1 21, Vonleh 3-8 0-0 8, 
Felicio 0-0 0-0 0, Payne 2-3 2-2 7, Blakeney 
6-9 0-0 14. Totals 48-98 16-19 129. 

ATLANTA - Prince 11-18 9-10 38, Col¬ 
lins 5-8 5-6 15, Dedmon 4-6 1-1 10, Taylor 
3-7 1-2 7, Bazemore 2-5 0-0 6, White III 2-6 

1- 1 7, Muscala 7-9 0-0 19, Plumlee 1-3 0- 
0 2, Magette 2-6 2-2 7, Morris 2-3 0-0 4, 
Dorsey 3-11 0-0 7. Totals 42-82 19-22 122. 

Chicago 20 33 38 38-129 

Atlanta 34 16 35 37-122 

Three-Point Goals—Chicago 17-37 

(LaVine 3-8, Nwaba 2-2, Blakeney 2-3, 
Dunn 2-4, Valentine 2-4, Portis 2-5, Vonleh 

2- 5, Payne 1-1, Markkanen 1-5), Atlanta 
19-40 (Prince 7-13, Muscala 5-6, Bazemore 
2-3, White III 2-5, Dedmon 1-2, Magette 1- 
3, Dorsey 1-7, Morris 0-1). Fouled Out— 


11 (Valentine 7), Atlanta 32 (Taylor, Mag¬ 
ette 8). Total Fouls—Chicago 24, Atlanta 
14. Technicals—Chicago coach Bulls (De¬ 
fensive three second). A—15,266 (19,049). 

Raptors 132, Knicks 106 

TORONTO - Powell 3-7 0-0 7, Ibaka 5- 
14 2-2 14, Valanciunas 4-6 9-10 17, Lowry 
3-8 8-8 16, DeRozan 4-16 1-2 9, Hayes 2-2 
0-0 6, Miles 5-8 0-0 13, Siakam 4-8 1-2 9, 
Miller 3-4 0-0 8, Poeltl 5-8 0-0 10, Nogueira 
0-0 0-0 0, Wright 5-7 0-0 12, VanVIeet 4-5 

1- 1 11. Totals 47-93 22-25 132. 

NEW YORK - Hardaway Jr. 7-17 9-10 25, 
Beasley 4-7 2-2 10, Kornet 7-15 1-2 18, Mu- 
diay 6-13 0-0 13, Ntilikina 4-10 3-4 11, Wil¬ 
liams 1-2 1-2 3, Hicks 1-3 1-2 3, O’Quinn 
3-9 2-2 8, Burke 5-9 0-0 10, Lee 2-2 0-0 5, 
Dotson 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 40-88 19-24 106. 
Toronto 32 33 37 30-132 

New York 27 30 29 20-106 

Three-Point Goals—Toronto 16-35 

(Miles 3-6, Hayes 2-2, Wright 2-2, Miller 

2- 3, VanVIeet 2-3, Ibaka 2-5, Lowry 2-7, 
Powell 1-4, DeRozan 0-3), New York 7-21 
(Kornet 3-7, Hardaway Jr. 2-7, Lee 1-1, Mu- 
diay 1-2, Dotson 0-1, O’Quinn 0-1, Ntiliki¬ 
na 0-1, Williams 0-1). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Toronto 52 (Valanciunas 9), 
New York 37 (Beasley 11). Assists—To¬ 
ronto 32 (Lowry 7), New York 21 (Mudiay, 
O’Quinn 5). Total Fouls—Toronto 19, New 
York 19. Technicals—Lowry, Ibaka, Hard¬ 
away Jr.. A-19,812 (19,812). 



Michael Dwyer/AP 


The Celtics' Aron Baynes battles the Indiana Pacers' Victor Oladipo, 
center, and Myles Turner, left, for a rebound in Boston on Sunday. 
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SPORTS BRIEFS/NHL 


Briefly 

Source: Dolphins 
weigh cutting Suh 


Associated Press 

MIAMI—The Miami Dolphins 
appear ready to move on without 
their defensive anchor. 

Miami is discussing releas¬ 
ing five-time Pro Bowl tackle 
Ndamukong Suh when the NFL’s 
new year begins Wednesday, a 
person familiar with the situa¬ 
tion said Monday. The person 
said nothing has been finalized, 
and confirmed the conversations 
to The Associated Press on con¬ 
dition of anonymity because the 
Dolphins have not commented. 

Suh’s release is expected unless 
he agrees to a significant contract 
restructuring, which is unlikely. 
He signed a $114 million, six-year 
deal with the Dolphins when he 
joined them in 2015, and his base 
salary this year would be $17 
million. 

“Stay tuned,” Suh said in a video 
posted on Twitter. “There will be 
some exciting news going on.” 

The 305-pound Suh clogs the 
middle and usually draws double 
teams, but he’s not a playmaker 
and has had only 15 Vi sacks in 
three years with Miami. He has 
a reputation for needless penal¬ 
ties and dirty play, while his aloof 
personality raised questions 
about his leadership. 

His anticipated departure would 
be the latest move in an attempt to 
change the locker room culture 
under Adam Gase, who heads into 
his third season as coach. 

In other NFL news: 

■ Richard Sherman officially 
has gone to the other side. 

The four-time All-Pro comer- 
back signed a three-year deal with 
the San Francisco 49ers on Sun¬ 
day, two days after being released 
by the rival Seattle Seahawks. 

The deal reportedly is worth up 
to $39.15 million. 

■ Casey Hayward got the raise 
he deserved after two standout 
seasons for the Chargers. 

The Pro Bowl cornerback 
agreed to a three-year, $36 mil¬ 
lion contract extension with the 
Los Angeles Chargers on Sunday. 

Casey holds off Tiger 
to end end PGA drought 

PALM HARBOR, Fla. — Right 
when Paul Casey felt he was a 
winner in the Valspar Champi¬ 
onship, he looked up at the TV 
and saw a scene that was all too 
familiar. 

Tiger Woods, red shirt blazing 
on Sunday, holed a 45-foot birdie 
putt on the 17th hole at Innisbrook 
that pulled him to within one shot 
of the Casey’s lead. Moments 
later. Woods settled over a birdie 
putt from just inside 40 feet that 
would have forced a playoff 

“I loved his putt on 17. That was 
amazing,” Casey said. “I thought 
he was going to hole the one on 
18.” 


Not this time. Not yet. 

A long victory drought on the 
PGA Tour ended Sunday, just 
not the one most people were 
expecting. 

Casey rallied from five shots 
behind. He ran off three straight 
birdies early on the back nine, 
closed with a 6-under 65 and won 
by one shot when Patrick Reed 
had a 45-foot putt roll back to his 
feet on the 18th hole, and Woods 
came up a few feet short of a bird¬ 
ie putt on the final hole. 

After Woods signed for a 1- 
under 70, he worked his way to¬ 
ward Casey to congratulate him 
on his first PGA Tour title since 
the Houston Open in 2009, a span 
of 132 starts. 

In other golf news: 

■ Vijay Singh got up-and-down 
for birdie with a putter from off 
the green on the final hole for a 
one-shot victory in the Toshiba 
Classic. 

The 55-year-old Hall of Famer 
edged Tommy Tolies, Tom Per- 
nice Jr. and Scott McCarron to win 
for the first time as an individual 
on the PGA Tour Champions. 

The Fijian closed with a 5- 
under 66 for a three-day total of 
11-under 202 at Newport Beach 
Country Club. 

■ Golf now has a modern set 
of rules for the Royal & Ancient 
game, an extensive overhaul that 
took six years and is aimed at mak¬ 
ing the rules easier to understand. 

The R&A and USGA announced 
the final version of modernized 
rules on Monday. They take ef¬ 
fect in 2019. 

Among the changes will be 
how to take penalty drops — from 
knee-high length starting next 
year, instead of from shoulder 
height. There no longer will be 
penalties if a golf ball acciden¬ 
tally moves on the green, if a club 
touches the ground in a hazard or 
if the ball hits a flagstick that is 
not being tended on the green. 

Phillies, Arrieta reach 
3-year, $75IVI deal 

CLEARWATER, Fla. — The 
Philadelphia Phillies made their 
boldest move yet. 

Free-agent ace Jake Arrieta 
and the Phillies have agreed to 
a $75 million, three-year con¬ 
tract, a deal that could be worth 
up to $135 million over five sea¬ 
sons, three people familiar with 
the decision told The Associated 
Press. They spoke on condition of 
anonymity because the deal was 
pending a successful physical. 

Arrieta gets $30 million this 
year, $25 million in 2019 and $20 
million in 2020. Arrieta has the 
right to terminate the deal after 
the 2019 season and become a 
free agent again, but the Phillies 
can void that right if they exercise 
club options for 2021 and 2022 at 
$20 million annually. 



Gene J. Puskar/AP 


The Penguins’ Jamie Oleksiak, center, celebrates his goal with Phil 
Kessel, right, Riley Sheahan, left, and Justin Schultz in the first 
period against the Stars in Pittsburgh on Sunday. 

NHL scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

Tampa Bay 69 48 17 4 100 253 191 

Boston 67 43 16 8 94 226 172 

Toronto 69 40 22 7 87 228 197 

Florida 66 34 25 7 75 202 207 

Detroit 68 26 31 11 63 177 206 

Montreal 68 25 31 12 62 173 214 

Ottawa 67 23 33 11 57 181 233 

Buffalo 69 22 35 12 56 165 224 

Metropoiitan Division 
Pittsburgh 70 40 26 4 84 229 211 

Washington 68 38 23 7 83 206 200 

Philadelphia 69 35 23 11 81 203 202 

New Jersey 69 35 26 8 78 204 208 

Columbus 69 36 28 5 77 188 193 

Carolina 68 30 27 11 71 181 206 

N.Y. Islanders 69 30 29 10 70 222 245 

N.Y. Rangers 69 30 32 7 67 195 221 

Western Conference 

Centrai Division 

GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

Nashville 68 44 14 10 98 222 173 

Winnipeg 68 41 18 9 91 227 179 

Minnesota 69 39 23 7 85 216 198 

Dallas 69 38 25 6 82 198 180 

Colorado 68 36 24 8 80 215 202 

St. Louis 68 36 27 5 77 187 180 

Chicago 70 30 32 8 68 199 207 

Pacific Division 

Vegas 68 44 19 5 93 232 185 

San Jose 68 36 23 9 81 198 186 

Anaheim 69 34 23 12 80 193 189 

Los Angeles 68 37 26 5 79 197 173 

Calgary 70 34 26 10 78 197 206 

Edmonton 68 30 34 4 64 193 221 

Vancouver 69 25 35 9 59 183 225 

Arizona 68 22 35 11 55 163 219 

NOTE: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wiid cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 

Sunday’s games 
Chicago 3, Boston 1 
N.Y. Islanders 5, Calgary 2 
Pittsburgh 3, Dallas 1 
Arizona 1, Vancouver 0 

Monday’s games 
Vegas at Philadelphia 
Winnipeg at Washington 
Montreal at Columbus 
Carolina at N.Y. Rangers 
Ottawa at Florida 
St. Louis at Anaheim 
Detroit at San Jose 
Vancouver at Los Angeles 
Tuesday’s games 
Boston at Carolina 
Dallas at Montreal 
Ottawa at Tampa Bay 
Winnipeg at Nashville 
Colorado at Minnesota 
Edmonton at Calgary 
Los Angeles at Arizona 

Wednesday’s games 
Dallas at Toronto 
Pittsburgh at N.Y. Rangers 
San Jose at Edmonton 
New Jersey at Vegas 
Vancouver at Anaheim 

Thursday’s games 
Washington at N.Y. Islanders 
Columbus at Philadelphia 
Toronto at Buffalo 
Pittsburgh at Montreal 
Boston at Florida 
Chicago at Winnipeg 
Colorado at St. Louis 
Detroit at Los Angeles 
Nashville at Arizona 


Saturday 

Coyotes 1, Canucks 0 

Vancouver 0 0 0-0 

Arizona 0 1 0-1 

Second Period— 1, Arizona, Ekman- 
Larsson 10 (Keller, Stepan), 15:07 (pp). 

Third Period— None. 

Shots on Goal— Vancouver 4-10-13— 
27. Arizona 6-14-4-24. 

Power-play opportunities— Vancouver 
0 of 1; Arizona 1 of 2. 

Goalies— Vancouver, Markstrom 18- 
23-6 (24 shots-23 saves). Arizona, Kuem- 
per 12-3-4 (27-27). 

A-11,697 (17,125). T-2:22. 

Penguins 3, Stars 1 

Dallas 0 1 0-1 

Pittsburgh 2 0 1-3 

First Period— 1, Pittsburgh, Hornqvist 
20 (Crosby, Malkin), 12:57 (pp). 2, Pitts¬ 
burgh, Oleksiak 5 (Sheahan, Kessel), 
19:56. 

Second Period— 3, Dallas, Radulov 25 
(Seguin, Spezza), 12:03 (pp). 

Third Period— 4, Pittsburgh, Malkin 39 
(Crosby), 19:16. 

Shots on Goal-Dallas 8-6-4-18. Pitts¬ 
burgh 11-13-6-30. 

Power-play opportunities— Dallas 1 of 
4; Pittsburgh 1 of 5. 

Goalies— Dallas, Lehtonen 12-8-2 (29 
shots-27 saves). Pittsburgh, DeSmith 4- 
4-0 (18-17). 

A-18,637 (18,387). T-2:29. 

Islanders 5, Flames 2 

N.Y. Islanders 3 1 1-5 

Calgary 1 0 1-2 

First Period— 1, N.Y. Islanders, Leddy 
10 (Clzikas), 2:14. 2, N.Y. Islanders, Boy¬ 
chuk 5 (Johnston, Cizikas), 2:32. 3, Cal¬ 
gary, Gaudreau 21 (Monahan), 7:23. 4, 
N.Y. Islanders, Eberle 24 (Boychuk, Tava¬ 
res), 10:25. 

Second Period— 5, N.Y. Islanders, Lee 
32 (Leddy, Boychuk), 0:50. 

Third Period— 6 , Calgary, Giordano 13 
(Hamilton, Gaudreau), 7:24.7, N.Y. Island¬ 
ers, Lee 33 (Tavares), 19:49. 

Shots on Goal— N.Y. Islanders 10-13- 
4-27. Calgary 14-19-19-52. 

Power-play opportunities— N.Y. Is¬ 
landers 0 of 1; Calgary 0 of 4. 

Goalies— N.Y. Islanders, Gibson 1-0-2 
(52 shots-50 saves). Calgary, Smith 23- 
17-6 (26-22). 

A-19,108 (19,289). T-2:36. 

Blackhawks 3, Bruins 1 

Boston 0 0 1-1 

Chicago 1 0 2-3 

First Period— 1, Chicago, Anisimov 20 
(Gustafsson, Toews), 7:26 (pp). 

Second Period— None. 

Third Period— 2, Boston, Chara 7 (Kre- 
ici, DeBrusk), 10:57. 3, Chicago, Kane 25 
(Gustafsson, Toews), 16:44 (pp). 4, Chi¬ 
cago, Seabrook 4 (Kane, Toews), 18:55. 

Shots on Goal— Boston 10-14-8—32. 
Chicago 12-11-16-39. 

Power-play opportunities— Boston 0 
of 1; Chicago 2 of 5. 

Goalies— Boston, Khudobin 15-5-4 (39 
shots-36 saves). Chicago, Forsberg 9-14- 
3 (32-31). 

A-21,819 (19,717). T-2:25. 


NHL roundup 

Oleksiak 
lifts Pens 
by Stars 

Associated Press 

PITTSBURGH — Jamie Olek¬ 
siak scored a goal against his for¬ 
mer team to help the Pittsburgh 
Penguins beat the Dallas Stars 
3-1 on Sunday night. 

Oleksiak scored his fifth of 
the season, while Evgeni Malkin 
got his 39th and added an assist. 
Patric Hornqvist scored a power- 
play goal, his 20th, to help the 
Penguins win for the fourth time 
in five games. 

Malkin, now with 919 points, 
moved past Pavel Datsyuk for 
fifth on the NHL’s all-time points 
list among Russian-born players. 
He also equaled a season-high 
six-game points streak. 

Pittsburgh, which rebounded 
from a 5-2 loss at Toronto one night 
earlier, jumped past Washington 
for first place in a tight Metropoli¬ 
tan Division. The Penguins, who 
lost six of their previous seven 
against Dallas, have won 14 of 
their last 15 overall at home. 

Casey DeSmith made 17 saves 
for the Penguins with starter 
Matt Murray out for his seventh 
game with a concussion. 

Alexander Radulov scored 
a power-play goal, his 25th of 
the season, for the Stars. Kari 
Lehtonen, making his third 
straight start, stopped 27 shots. 

Blackhawks 3, Bruins 1: Pat¬ 
rick Kane scored a tiebreaking 
power-play goal with 3:16 left in 
the third period and had an assist 
to lead host Chicago. 

Kane scored on a screened shot 
from just inside the left point to 
put Chicago ahead 2-1 with Bos¬ 
ton’s Zdeno Chara off for high- 
sticking Brandon Saad, getting a 
double-minor for drawing blood. 
Brent Seabrook added a goal from 
the right circle on a screened shot 
with 1:05 remaining as the Black¬ 
hawks ended Boston’s six-game 
winning streak and their own 
two-game slide. 

Islanders 5, Flames 2: Rookie 
goalie Christopher Gibson made 
50 saves as visiting New York 
snapped an eight-game losing 
streak. 

Anders Lee scored twice, while 
Johnny Boychuk had a goal and 
two assists for New York, which 
was 0-4-4 since winning at Caro¬ 
lina on Feb. 16. Nick Leddy and 
Jordan Eberle also scored for 
the Islanders, and Casey Cizikas 
and John Tavares had two assists 
each. 

Coyotes 1, Canucks 0: Oli¬ 
ver Ekman-Larsson scored on a 
power play, Darcy Kuemper got 
a shutout in just his fifth start 
for host Arizona and the Coyotes 
beat Vancouver for the second 
time four days. 

Kuemper, in his fourth straight 
start for the injured Antti Ranta 
since being acquired Feb. 21 from 
Los Angeles, stopped 26 shots in 
his 11th career shutout. His pre¬ 
vious shutout was Feb. 3 for the 
Kings against the Coyotes. 
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NCAA TOURNAMENT 



Brad Tollefson/AP 


Texas Tech coach Chris Beard 
celebrates after finding out 
where the Red Raiders will 
play in the NCAA basketbail 
tournament on Sunday. 

Madness; 

Tournament 
puts focus 
on games 

FROM BACK PAGE 

March Madness will provide a 
three-week break from the trou¬ 
bling headlines that have con¬ 
sumed college basketball. All four 
of the tournament’s No. 1 seeds 
— Virginia, Villanova, Kansas, 
Xavier — have been caught up 
in allegations of rule-breaking 
that have come up through an 
FBI investigation and resulting 
news coverage detailing potential 
NCAA violations. 

They aren’t alone. 

No fewer than a dozen of the 
68 programs who kick off the 
tournament this week have had 
their names mentioned in these 
reports. There’s an undeniable 
chance the team cutting down 
the nets in San Antonio on April 2 
could be forced to forfeit its title a 
few years down the road, after the 
NCAA sorts through the damage. 

But in considering who was in 
and out, the selection committee 
only looked at who was eligible, 
not who was being investigated. It 
made for a bracket that looks fair¬ 
ly typical — defending champion 
North Carolina and runner-up 
Gonzaga are in, and a few blast- 
from-the-past underdogs such as 
Davidson and Butler are playing 
that role again this year — even if 
the underpinnings of college bas¬ 
ketball may be out of whack. 

Some highlights: 

■ The Midwest Region stands 
out as the toughest, headlined 
by Kansas, Duke and Michigan 
State, all of which were ranked 
in the top 4 in the AP preseason 
poll. Michigan State will go into 
Friday’s game against Bucknell 
not having played a game in two 
weeks because of the Big Ten’s 
early conference tournament. 
“It’s a concern. But with what 
this team has gone through this 
year, who cares?” coach Tom Izzo 
said. It was a nod to the sex-abuse 


16 LIU Brooklyn (18-16) 11 St. Bonaventure (25-7) rirsi l-our 16 N.C. Central (19-15) 11 Arizona St. (20-11) 

- 1 I - March 13-14 -1 I- 

E 16 Radford (22-12) E 11 UCLA(21-11) Dayton Ohio 16 Texas So. (15-19) W 11 Syracuse (20-13) MW 


First Round 

March 15-16 


Second Round 

March 17-18 


i NCAATOURNAMENT 


: 16UMBC (24-10) 


8 Creighton (21-11) 


9 Kansas St. (22-11) 
5 Kentucky (24-10) 


I 12 Davidson (21-11) 
® 4 Arizona (27-7) 


13 Buffalo (26-8) 

6 Miami (FI.) (22-9) 


„ 11 Loyola (28-5) 

’s 3 Tennessee (25-8) 


14 Wright St. (25-9) 
, 7 Nevada (27-7) 


2 Cincinnati (30-4) 


: 15 Georgia St. (24-10) 
. 1 Xavier (28-5) 


; 16 N.C. Cent./Tex. So. 


8 Missouri (20-12) 


9 Florida St. (20-11) 
5 Ohio State (24-8) 


2 12 S. Dakota St. (28-6)[ 
.“ 4 Gonzaga (30-4) 


13 UNC-Green (27-7) 
6 Houston (26-7) 


£ 11 San Diego St. (22-10) 
: 3 Michigan (28-7) 


14 Montana (26-7) 

. 7 Texas A&M (20-12) 


■- 10 Providence (21-13) 
\ 2 UNC (25-10) 


’ 15 Lipscomb (23-9) 


Sweet 16 

March 22-23 


SOUTH 

Atlanta 
Mar. 24 


WEST 

Los Angeles 
Mar. 24 


First Round 
Second Round March 15-16 
March 17-18 ., villanova (30-4) 



FINAL FOUR 

San Antonio 

March 31 


NATIONAL 

CHAMPIONSHIP 

I April 2 I 


EAST 

Boston 
Mar. 25 


MIDWEST 

Omaha, Neb. 
Mar. 25 


9 Alabama (19-15) 

5 West Virginia (24-10 ) 

~ |12 Murray St. (26-5) “> 

4 Wichita St. (25-7) o 

113 Marshall (24-10) ° 

6 Florida (20-12) 

~ | 11 St. Bonaventure/UCL A 
3 Texas Tech (24-9) I 

I- -S! 

~ |l4SFA(28-6) _ 

7 Arkansas (23-11) 

~ | 10 Butler (20-13) £ 


~ | 15 Cal St. Fullerton (20-1 1) 
1 Kansas (27-7) 


~ | 16 Penn (24-8) _ 

8 Seton Hall (21-11) 

~| 9 NC State (21-11) 

5 Clemson (23-9) 


~ |l2NewMex. St. (28-5) “ 
4 Auburn (25-7) ? 

n 13 Charleston (26-7) 

6 TCU (21-11) 


~ | 11 Ariz. St./Syracuse ® 
3 Michigan St. (29-4) 

~ | 14 Bucknell (25-9) 

7 Rhode Island (25-7) 

~ | 10 Oklahoma (18-13) 5 

2 Duke (26-7) | 


~ | 15 Iona (20-13) 


AP 



James Crisp/AP 


Members of the Kentucky basketball team, from left, Hamidou 
Diallo, Shai Gilgeous-Alexander, Brad Calipari and Quade Green 
watch the NCAA Tournament selection show on Sunday. 


scandal that has rocked Michigan 
State’s athletic program, along 
with an NCAA eligibility issue in¬ 
volving Miles Bridges. 

■ Teams that didn’t make it in¬ 
cluded St. Mary’s (weakschedule), 
Notre Dame (not enough qual¬ 
ity wins), Oklahoma State (Dick 
Vitale went on a rant) and Lou¬ 
isville (its 39 rating in the RPI is 
the best to miss the tournament). 

■ Teams that squeaked in in¬ 
cluded Oklahoma, which means 
the nation’s most electric player, 
Trae Young, will be on the court 
for at least one game, on Thurs¬ 
day against Rhode Island. The 
Sooners (18-13) went 2-8 down the 
stretch, but NCAA selection chair 
Bruce Rasmussen said games 
in November and December 
weighed just as heavily as those 
in February and March. Arizona 
State also made it off the bubble. 
And Syracuse, snubbed last year, 
was the last team in, Rasmussen 
said. 

■ Some of the first week’s best 
action could be in Boise, Idaho, 
which features a possible sec¬ 


ond-round South matchup be¬ 
tween No. 5 Kentucky and No. 4 
Arizona, each of which won their 
conference tournaments. “I had 
to ask my guys, ‘How many of 
you know what state Boise is in?”’ 


coach John Calipari said, as part 
of an entertaining riff during an 
ESPN interview about the long 
trip his team faces. 

It’s that sort of back and forth 
about brackets, matchups and 


slights — both real and perceived 
— that have turned March Mad¬ 
ness into the party it has become 
over the last few decades. 

In a way, nothing changed 
Sunday. 

Only this time, when the party 
ends, it will do so with a thud. 

An NCAA commission led by 
former Secretary of State Con- 
doleezza Rice is expected to de¬ 
liver recommendations shortly 
after the Final Four about what 
reforms are needed to save col¬ 
lege basketball. At stake: A three- 
week extravaganza worth nearly 
$20 billion in TV money alone. In 
other words, the lifeblood of the 
NCAA. 

John Tauer, the championship¬ 
winning coach at Division III 
St. Thomas in Minnesota, said 
there’s too much on the line for 
the NCAA to stand pat. 

“There are enough compet¬ 
ing pressures and enough legs to 
this story, that I’d be shocked if, 
over the next couple years, things 
don’t change somewhat mark¬ 
edly,” Tauer said. 
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1. Virginia 

31-2. Last 10:9-1. Coacn: Tony Bennett. 

Best Win: 65-63 at Duke on Jan. 27. Worst Loss: 
61-60 vs. Virginia Tech on Feb. 10. 

Team Scoring: 67.3 points per game, 46.0 fg 
pet, 38.9 3-pt pet, 75.6 ft pet. Top Scorers: Kyle 
Guy 13.9; Devon Hall 11.9; Ty Jerome 10.6. Re¬ 
bounds: Isaiah Wilkins 6.4; Hall 4.4; Avg team 
margin: (plus-1.9). Assist/Turnover Ratio (1.55): 
Jerome (3.7/1.6), 110 assists. 

The Skinny: Virginia, which started the season unranked and 
picked to finish sixth in the ACC, set a school record for victo¬ 
ries, won the conference tournament for the second time in five 
seasons under coach Tony Bennett and put together one of the 
most dominant seasons in the storied history of Atlantic Coast 
Conference basketball with no sure-fire NBA lottery picks. 

16. UMBC 

Record: 24-10. Last 10:8-2. Coach: Ryan Odom. 

-1 Best Win: 65-62 at Vermont on March 10. Worst 

Loss: 81-70 vs. Army on Dec. 1. 

Team Scoring: 73.9 points per game, 44.5 fg 
pet, 38.7 3-pt pet, 64.9 ft pet. Top Scorers: Jairus 
Lyles 20.2; K.J. Maura 11.4; Joe Sherburne 10.9. Re¬ 
bounds: Arkel Lamar 5.8; Lyles 5.6; Avg team mar¬ 
gin: (minus-1.4). Assist/Turnover Ratio (1.28): 
Maura (5.2/1.8), 162 assists. 

The Skinny: Lyles dribbled down the final seconds of the con¬ 
ference championship game, went through his legs three times 
and drilled a long 3-pointer from straight away just before the 
buzzer to send the Retrievers to their first NCAA Tournament 
trip since 2008. UMBC had lost 23 straight times to Vermont over 
the last 10 years. The top-seeded Catamounts (27-7), which beat 
UMBC by a combined 45 points in two regular-season games, 
didn’t make a basket in the final 8:21. 

8. Creighton 

Record: 21-11. Last 10:4-6. Coach: Greg McDermott. 

Best Win: 89-83 at home to Villanova on Feb. 
24. Worst Loss: 65-59 vs. Baylor on Nov. 21. 

Team Team Scoring: 84.8 points per game, 
PUkhhI ^"Pt PPt’ PP*^- Scorers: 

Marcus Foster 20.3; Khyri Thomas 15.5; Martin 
Krampel] 11.9. Rebounds: KrampelJ 8.1; Ronnie 
t- 1 Harrell Jr. 6.5; Avg team margin: (plus-1.3). As¬ 

sist/Turnover Ratio (1.62): Thomas (2.8/1.7), 87 assists. 

The Skinny: The Bluejays rank in the Top 15 nationally in scor¬ 
ing offense (84.3), field-goal percentage (49.7), assist-to-turn- 
over ratio (1.61), assists per game (18.0), total assists (576) and 
3-point field goals per game (10.4), and senior guard Marcus 
Foster leads active D-l players with 744 career field goals. All 
of Creighton’s 11 losses this season have come against teams 
in the RPI Top 64. 

9. Kansas State 

22-11. Last 10:6-4. Coach: Bruce Weber. 

Best Win: 66-64 vs. TCU on March 8. Worst 
Loss: 61-54 at home to Tulsa on Dec. 9. 

Team Scoring: 72.4 points per game, 47.2 fg 
pet, 34.4 3-pt pet, 74.3 ft pet. Top Scorers: Dean 
Wade 16.5; Barry Brown 16.0; Xavier Sneed 10.8. 
Rebounds: Wade 6.3; Sneed 4.8; Avg team mar¬ 
gin: (minus-3.2). Assist/Turnover Ratio (1.25): 
Brown (3.4/2.5), 112 assists. 

The Skinny: Kansas State’s 22 wins this season are its most 
since winning 27 in 2012-13, coach Bruce Weber’s first season in 
Manhattan. The Wildcats have two losses outside the RPI Top 
50: No. 63 Arizona State (neutral site) on Nov. 23 and at home 
against No. 83 Tulsa on Dec. 9. 

5. Kentucky 

Record: 24-10. Last 10: 7-3. Coach: John Calipari. 

““ Best Win: 90-61 against on Louisville on Dec. 
29. Worst Loss: 69-60 against Missouri on Feb. 3. 

Team Scoring: 76.7 points per game, 47.0 fg 
pet, 36.1 3-pt pet, 69.7 ft pet. Top Scorers: Kevin 
Knox 15.6 ; Shai Gilgeous-Alexander 13.9; PJ 
Washington 10.6. Rebounds: Jarred Vanderbilt 

- 7.9; Washington 5.5; Avg team margin: (plus-4.7). 

Assist/Turnover Ratio (1.03): Gilgeous-Alexander (5.0/2.6), 171 
assists. 

The Skinny: Inconsistent at times during SEC play, Calipari’s 
youngest Wildcats squad matured down the stretch and ran 
the table in the tournament en route to winning their fourth 
straight championship. Freshman guard Shai Gilgeous-Alexan¬ 
der has taken charge recently and been supported by veterans 
such as Wenyen Gabriel and Sacha Killeya-Jones. 

12. Davidson 

Record: 21-11. Last 10: 8-2. Coach: Bob McKillop 

> Best Win: 58-57 vs. Rhode Island on March 11. 
\ Worst Loss: 78-62 at Appalachian State on Nov. 

Team Scoring: 77.0 points per game, 48.6 fg 
pet, 39.3 3-pt pet, 79.4 ft pet. Top Scorers: Pey¬ 
ton Aldridge 21.8; Kellan Grady 18.1; Jon Axel 
' Gudmundsson 13.1. Rebounds: Aldridge 7.8; Axel 
Gudmundsson 6.0; Avg team margin: (plus-1.6). Assist/Turn¬ 
over Ratio (1.80); Axel Gudmundsson (5.2/2.2), 160 assists. 

The Skinny: Still looking for its first NCAA Tournament victory 
since Stephen Curry led the way, Davidson is headed back as 
the Atlantic 10 champions after beating top-seed Rhode Island. 
The Wildcats haven’t won a March Madness game since the 
2008 squad pulled off victories over Gonzaga, Georgetown and 
-,-,-.-..- 


Wisconsin before bowing out against Kansas in 




Isaac Brekken/AP 


Arizona’s Deandre Ayton celebrates after the Wildcats beat USC in 
the Pac-12 Tournament championship on Saturday in Las Vegas. 
Ayton had 32 points and 18 rebounds in Arizona’s 75-61 win. 


Best team 

Virginia: The Cavaliers were 
selected to be the top overall 
seed for good reason. They are 
the unanimous No.l-ranked team 
in the country. In the ACC, the 
toughest and deepest conference, 
they won the regular season anci 
tournament championships with 
the only mark a one-point over¬ 
time loss. Virginia allows the 
fewest points (53.4 per game) and 
makes the fewest mistakes (8.6 
turnovers). And as acknowledged 
by their foes at the ACC tourney 
this week in Brooklyn, those two 
factors have the psychological 
impact of making modest defi¬ 
cits seem nearly insurmount¬ 
able. Playmakers Ty Jerome and 
Devon Hall have an aggregate 
3-to-l assist-to-turnover ratio and 
go-to scorer Kyle Guy makes 40 
percent on three-pointers. It’s a 
team that knows itself and plays 
to its strengths. 

Best potential matchup 

Virginia vs. Cincinnati: The 

South Regional final in Atlanta 
could bring top-seeded Virginia 
and second-seeded Cincinnati 
together for one of the all-time 
defensive battles. The Cavaliers 
allow a national-best 53.4 points 
per game. The Bearcats rank 
second, allowing 55.4 points per 
game. If they both arrive, Vir¬ 
ginia will have 34 wins and Cin¬ 
cinnati 33. The Bearcats average 
more than 10 points better on 
offense this season, but haven’t 
been tested as often as the Cavs. 

Best bet for an upset 

Loyola-Chicago: The 11th- 
seeded Ramblers (28-5) are an 
interesting study because they 
are strong on both ends of the 
court. When they have the ball, 
they make 50.7 percent of their 
shots, which ranks third in the 
country. On defense they allow 
a meager 62.2 points, which 


ranks fifth in the nation. Plus 
they are laden with upper class- 
men and balanced with five play¬ 
ers averaging double figures in 
scoring. More to the point in its 
first-round matchup with No. 6 
Miami, Loyola is exactly where 
a mid-mgjor entering the tourna¬ 
ment wants to be: playing its best 
basketball of the season. They 
roll in having won 17 of 18 and 10 
straight where they’ve shot an ag¬ 
gregate 54 percent from the floor. 
Miami is playing the worst it has 
played this season, having split its 
last eight including losses to Bos¬ 
ton College and Syracuse. 

Go-to guy 

Deandre Ayton, Arizona: With 
all due respect to Duke Marvin 
Bagley III, Ayton is very likely 
the biggest talent in college bas¬ 
ketball. He has capped a season 
that likely has him ticketed for 
the No. 1 pick in the coming NBA 
draft with 32 points each in the 
Pac-12 semifinals against UCLA 
and final against USC, so he is a 
player who rises to the occasion. 
The 7-foot-l, 250-pounder is av¬ 
eraging 20.3 points on 62 percent 
shooting and 11.5 rebounds and 
1.9 blocked shots. He has scored 
20 or more 17 times and has 23 
double-doubles this season. 

Under the radar 

D’Marcus Simonds, Georgia 
State: The last time Georgia 
State was in the NCAA Tourna¬ 
ment it staged a first-round upset 
of third-seeded Baylor behind the 
play of guard R.J. Hunter. Well, 
the Panthers have another top¬ 
flight guard and are back in the 
Big Dance. Simonds, a 6-3 sopho¬ 
more, averages 20.9 points and is 
more of a penetrating and passing 
sort of guard. He averages 4.5 as¬ 
sists and 5.8 rebounds to boot. He 
has four games this season when 
he scored 30 or more. 

— Roger Rubin 
Newsday 


Team capsules 


6. Miami 

Record: 22-9. Last 10: 6-4. Coach: Jim Larranaga. 

Best Win: 91-88 at North Carolina on Feb. 27. 
Worst Loss: 64-54 at Georgia Tech on Jan. 3. 

Team Scoring: 74 points per game, 46.8 fg pet, 

36.5 3-pt pet, 66.6 ft pet. Top Scorers: Dewan Huell 

11.6 ; Lonnie Walker IV 11.6; Bruce Brown Jr. 11.4. 
Rebounds: Brown Jr. 7.1; Anthony Lawrence II 6.6; 
Avg team margin: (plus-1.0). Assist/Turnover Ra¬ 
tio (1.17): Brown Jr. (4.0/2.3), 76 assists. 

The Skinny: Despite the loss of standout Bruce Brown Jr. for 
the last 11 games the Hurricanes went 8-4 down the stretch 
with a win over North Carolina, which won the rematch in the 
ACC tourney. He could return if the Hurricanes make any kind of 
run and that would be a huge boost. 

11. Loyola of Chicago 

Record: 28-5. Last 10:10-0. Coach: Porter Moser. 

Best Win: 65-59 at Florida on Dec. 6. Worst 
Loss: 73-56 at Milwaukee on Dec. 16. 

Team Scoring: 72.4 points per game, 50.7 fg 
pet, 39.8 3-pt pet, 72.4 ft pet. Top Scorers: Clayton 
Custer 13.4; Donte Ingram 11.6; Marques Townes 
11.2. Rebounds: Ingram 6.5; Cameron Krutwig 6.3; 
Avg team margin: (plus-1.6). Assist/Turnover Ra¬ 
tio (1.29): Custer (4.3/2.!), 119 assists. 

The Skinny: Winning the OVC title was a pretty magical day 
on Saturday as the Ramblers earned their first NCAA Tourna¬ 
ment berth in 33 years with their lOth-straight victory. To cel¬ 
ebrate, seven Ramblers sat at the post-game podium. Behind 
MVP Donte Ingram, Loyola-Chicago beat Illinois State 65-49. 

3. Tennessee 

Record: 25-8. Last 10: 7-3. Coach: Rick Barnes. 

H Best Win: 78-75 vs. Purdue on Nov. 22. Worst 
Loss: 73-62 at Georgia on Feb. 17. 

Team Scoring: 74.4 points per game, 44.1 fg 
pet, 38.1 3-pt pet, 75.8 ft pet. Top Scorers: Grant 
Williams 15.6; Admiral Schofield 13.5; Lamonte 
Turner 10.6. Rebounds: Schofield 6.1; Williams 
5.8; Avg team margin: (plus-1.3). Assist/Turnover 
Ratio (1.31): Jordan Bone (3.6/1.3), 108 assists. 

The Skinny: The Vols make their first postseason appearance 
in four years. Kentucky thwarted Tennessee’s quest for what 
would’ve been the Vols’ first SEC Tournament title since 1979 
with a 77-72 win on Sunday. Tennessee hadn’t reached the title 
game since a 64-61 loss to Mississippi in 2009. 





Record: 27 


7. Nevada 

Record: 27-7. Last 10: 7-3. Coach: Eric Musselman. 

Best Win: 88-81 at home to Rhode Island on 
Nov. 13. Worst Loss: 66-64 vs. San Francisco on 
Dec. 23. 

Team Scoring: 83.1 points per game, 46.8 fg 
pet, 39.8 3-pt pet, 74.7 ft pet. Top Scorers: Caleb 
Martin 19.1 ; Jordan Caroline 17.9; Cody Mar¬ 
tin 13.6. Rebounds: Caroline 8.8; Martin 6.3; Avg 

team margin: (minus-0.1). Assist/Turnover Ratio (1.65): Martin 
(4.6/2.0), 151 assists. 

The Skinny: Mountain West Conference coach of the year 
Eric Musselman and player of the year Caleb Martin led Nevada 
to its first back-to-back regular-season championships, joining 
BYU as the second school in conference history to do so. The de¬ 
fending tournament champs had their third-worst shooting per¬ 
formance of the season in a semifinal loss to San Diego State. 

10. Texas 

Record: 19-14. Last 10:4-6. Coach: Shaka Smart. 

Best Win: 99-98 at home to TCU on Jan. 10. 
Worst Loss: 65-64 at Oklahoma State on Jan. 13. 

Team Scoring: 71.9 points per game, 43.9 fg 
pet, 31.6 3-pt pet, 66.6 ft pet. Top Scorers: Dylan 
Osetkowski 13.7; Andrew Jones 13.5; Mohamed 
Bamba 13.0. Rebounds: Bamba 10.6; Osetkowski 
7.2; Avg team margin: (0.0). Assist/Turnover Ra¬ 
tio (0.96): Matt Coleman (4.2/2.2), 129 assists. 

The Skinny: Mo Bamba, who led the Big 12 in rebounds (10.6) 
and blocked shots (3.72), returned to Texas’ lineup in a confer¬ 
ence tournament quarterfinal loss to Texas Tech after a three- 
game absence due to an injured left big toe. Despite 14 losses, 
the Longhorns boast a road win over Alabama, swept Oklaho¬ 
ma, have home wins against both TCU and Tech and a neutral 
site win over Butler. No Big 12 team had ever made the NCAAs 
with anything less than an 8-10 record in conference play. 

2. Cincinnati 

Record: 30-4. Last 10:8-2. Coach: Mick Cronin. 

—^ Best Win: 62-61 at Wichita State on March 4. 

Worst Loss: 66-60 at Florida on Dec. 9. 

I Team Scoring: 75.0 points per game, 45.3 fg 

m pet, 35.8 3-pt pet, 68.8 ft pet. Top Scorers: Jacob 

V/ Evans 12.9; Gary Clark 12.8; Kyle Washington 11.3. 

mg Rebounds: Clark 8.4; Washington 5.4; Avg team 

- ' margin: (plus-7.5). Assist/Turnover Ratio (1.42): 

Evans (3.2/1.8), 107 assists. 

The Skinny: All of Cincinnati’s four losses this season have 
come against NCAA Tournament teams. The Bearcats rank No. 1 
nationally in scoring margin (18.3) and No. 2 in scoring defense 
(57.3) behind the stellar play of forward Gary Clark. The 6-foot- 
8 senior led the country in defensive rating and defensive win 
shares while being named the AAC’s player of the year and de¬ 
fensive player of the year. 

15. Georgia State 

Record: 24-10. Last 10:6-4. Coach: Ron Hunter. 

Best Win: 106-92 at home to Louisiana on Feb. 
S. Worst Loss: 86-64 at S. Alabama on Dec. 29. 

Team Scoring: 75.4 points per game, 46.3 fg pet, 
38.6 3-pt pet, 67.2 ft pct. Top Scorers: D’Marcus Si¬ 
monds 20.9; Devin Mitchell 12.2; Jeff Thomas 10.9. 
Rebounds: Malik Benlevi 6.5; Jordan Session 6.1; 
> Avg team margin: (minus-2.5). Assist/Turnover 
Ratio (1.17): D’Marcus Simonds (4.5/3.6), 148 assists. 

The Skinny: Georgia State will be making its fourth NCAA 
Tournament appearance and first since 2015 after topping 
fourth-seeded UT Arlington, which upset Sun Belt regular-sea- 
son champion Louisiana-Lafayette in the semifinals. The Pan¬ 
thers set school records for three-point percentage and three- 
pointers made this season. Simonds, the conference’s player of 
the year and tournament MVP, set the Panthers’ season scoring 
record in the semifinals. 

-Associated Press 
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Best Win: 95-79 at Xavier on Feb. 17. Worst 
Loss: 79-75 at home to St. John’s on Feb. 7. 

Team Scoring: 87.1 points per game, 50.4 fg 
pet, 39.8 3-pt pet, 77.1 ft pet. Top Scorers: Jalen 
Brunson 19.4; Mikai Bridges 18.0; Donte DiVineen- 
zo 13.1. Rebounds: Omari Speliman 7.9; Bridges 
5.4; Avg team margin: (pius-2.9). Assist/Turnover 
Ratio (1.61): Brunson (4.7/1.7), 160 assists. 

The Skinny: The Wiideats, who won the 2016 national cham¬ 
pionship, rank in the Top 5 nationally in scoring, scoring margin 
(plus-16.2), assist-to-turnover ratio, field-goal percentage and 
3-point field goals per game (11.4). Villanova, which overcame 
a 12-point deficit to beat Providence 76-66 in overtime in cham- 



16. LiU Bl_ 

rd: 18-16. Last 10: 7-3. Coach: Derek Kellogg. 

- Best Win: 71-61 at Wagner on March 6. Worst 

Loss: 94-86 at Brown on Nov. 25. 

Team Scoring: 77.5 points per game, 45.7 fg 
pet, 34.5 3-pt pet, 69.6 ft pet. Top Scorers: Joel 
Flernandez 20.9; Raiquan Clark 17.4. Rebounds: 
Clark 7.1; Zach Coleman 6.5; Avg team margin: 
(plus-1.7). Assist/Turnover Ratio (0.89): Agosto 
(4.1/2.4), 135 assists. 

The Skinny: To make their first NCAA Tournament in five 
years, the Blackbirds had to win at regular-season champion 
Wagner in the NEC title game. Flernandez scored 32 points. 

16. Radford 

rd: 22-12. Last 10: 7-3. Coach: Mike Jones. 

Best Win: 72-62 vs. UC Davis on Dec. 23. Worst 
Loss: 61-60 at home to High Point on Feb. 7. 

Team Scoring: 67.4 points per game, 42.6 fg 
pet, 35.0 3-pt pet, 72.3 ft pet. Top Scorers: Ed Polite 
Jr. 13.5; Carlik Jones 11.8. Rebounds: Polite Jr. 7.7; 
Randy Phillips 5.7; Avg team margin: (plus-3.2). 
Assist/Turnover Ratio (1.00): Jones (3.0/1.6), 102 

assists. 

The Skinny: Freshman Carlik Jones hit a NBA-range buzzer¬ 
beating three to beat Liberty and clinch Radford’s first NCAA 
Tournament berth since 2009. The Highlanders are ranked 15th 
nationally in scoring defense, allowing just 64.4 points per game. 

8. Virginia Tech 

1-11. Last 10: 5-5. Coach: Buzz Williams. 

I Best Win: 61-60 at Virginia on Feb. 10. Worst 
Loss: 77-71 vs. St. Louis on Nov. 16. 

Team Team Scoring: 79.7 points per game, 49.8 
-:t, 38.5 3-pt pet, 71.0 ft pet. Top Scorers: Justin 

J ..jbinson 13.8; Justin Bibbs 13.1; Kerry Blackshear 
Jr. 12.6. Rebounds: Chris Clarke 6.5; Blackshear 
6.1; Avg team margin: (minus-1.5). Assist/Turn- 
.. ir Ratio (1.38): Robinson (5.6/2.5), 178 assists. 

The Skinny: The Hokies were stunned by Notre Dame in the 
second round of the ACC Tournament, giving up a 21-point sec¬ 
ond-half lead. They beat top-10 opponents Virginia, Duke, and 
North Carolina and had a winning record in ACC. The Hokies have 
1,000 career-point scorers in Robinson, Bibbs and Ahmed Hill. 

9. Alabama 

Record: 19-15. Last 10: 4-6. Coach: Avery Johnson. 

Best Win: 76-71 at home to Auburn on Jan. 17. 
Worst Loss: 89-84 vs. Minnesota on Nov. 25. 

Team Scoring: 72.4 points per game, 46 fg pet, 
32.3 3-pt pet, 67 ft pet. Top Scorers: Collin Sexton 
18.3; Donta Hall 10.9; John Petty 10.4. Rebounds: 
Hall 6.9; Dazon Ingram 5.5; Avg team margin: 

_ (plus-0.1). Assist/Turnover Ratio (0.90): Sexton 

(3.6/2.5), 101 assists. 

The Skinny: Freshman guard Collin Sexton scored an Ala¬ 
bama-record 79 points in the SEC Tournament, including 31- 
points in an 81-63 upset of top-seeded Auburn in the quarterfi¬ 
nals. The Crimson Tide has six Quadrant-1 wins this season and 
advanced to the NCAA Tournament for the first time since 2012. 
S. West Virginia 

i: 24-10. Last 10: 6-4. Coach: Bob Huggins. 

, Best Win: 68-61 at home vs. Virginia on Dec. 5. 
I Worst Loss: 93-77 at Iowa State on Jan. 31. 

Team Scoring: 89.6 points per game, 43.4 fg 
pet, 35.3 3-pt pet, 76.6 ft pet. Top Scorers: Jevon 
Carter 17.0; Daxter Miles Jr. 13.0; Sagaba Konate 
10.8. Rebounds: Konate 7.6; Esa Ahmad 5.3; Avg 

_I team margin: (plus-3.4). Assist/Turnover Ratio 

(1.33): Carter (6.6/2.8), 225 assists. 

The Skinny: The Mountaineers lost in the championship game 
of the Big 12 Tournamament for the third consecutive year, this 
time to a Kansas team that knocked down 15 of 27 three-point¬ 
ers. West Virginia, with its pressure defense, averages 8.0 steals 
and is plus-5.2 in turnover margin (No. 3) this season. 

12. Murray State 

rd: 26-5. Last 10: 10-0. Coach: Matt McMahon. 

I Best Win: 68-51 vs. Belmont on March 3. Worst 
I Loss: 76-71 at Jacksonville State on Jan. 11. 

Team Scoring: 78.9 points per game, 48.5 fg 
pet, 37.9 3-pt pet, 73.0 ft pet. Top Scorers: Jona¬ 
than Stark 21.8; Terrell Miller Jr. 14.7; Ja Morant 
12.7. Rebounds: Miller Jr. 8.3; Morant 6.6; Avg 

_I team margin: (plus-5.7). Assist/Turnover Ratio 

(1.25): Morant (6.4/2.5), 199 assists. 

The Skiriny: Win irn OVC title garne ran winning streak 

bert 
with 

the Bruins in the 2013 and ’15 OVC title games. 

4. Wichita State 

Record: 25-7. Last 10: 8-2. Coach: Gregg Marshall. 

- Best Win: 76-72 at Cincinnati on Feb. 18. Worst 

Loss: 67-66 at home to Notre Dame on Nov. 22. 

Team Scoring: 83.0 points per game, 47.8 fg 
pet, 38.5 3-pt pet, 73.8 ft pet. Top Scorers: Landry 
Shamet 15.0 ; Shaquille Morris 14.0; Darral Willis 
Jr. 10.4. Rebounds: Rashard Kelly 7.5; Willis Jr. 6.0; 
Avg team margin: (plus-9.8). Assist/Turnover Ra¬ 
tio (1.60): Shamet (5.1/2.0), 158 assists. 

The Skinny: The Shockers secured their ninth straight 25-win 
season with a quarterfinal victory in their American Athletic 
Conference Tournament debut. It also marked the ninth consec¬ 
utive year reaching the semifinal round of a conference tourna¬ 
ment before losing to fellow second-place team Houston. 

13. Marshall 

Record: 24-10. Last 10: 8-2. Coach: Dan D’Antoni. 

1 Best Win: 76-67 at Middle Tennessee on March 
I 3. Worst Loss: 86-83 at Morehead State on Nov. 

jring: 84.3 points per game, 46.9 fg pet, 
35.4 3-pt pet, 76.7 ft pet. Top Scorers: Jon Elmore 
22.8; C.J. Burks 20.5; AJdin Penava 15.5. Rebounds: 
' Penava 8.6; Elmore 6.0; Avg team margin: (minus- 
4.4). Assist/Turnover Ratio (1.31): Elmore (6.9/3.6), 236 assists. 

The Skinny: Jon Elmore scored 20 of his 27 points after half¬ 
time, with a Conference USA championship game-record seven 
three-pointers, and Marshall is going to its first NCAA Tourna- 



Alex Brandon/A P 


St. Bonaventure guard Jaylen Adams shoots between Davidson 
forwards Peyton Aldridge (23) and Will Magarity (22) during the 
Atlantic 10 Conference tournament semifinals on Saturday. 


Best team 

Villanova: The Wildcats are 
once again the team where the 
overall value is better than the 
sum of its parts. Jay Wright is one 
of the nation’s top coaches and he 
might have the best all-around 
player running things on the 
floor in Jalen Brunson. Villanova 
has the top scoring team in the 
country at 87.1 points per game 
and has six players who average 
10.3 points or more: Brunson, 
Mikai Bridges, Donte DiVincen- 
zo, Omari Spellman, Phil Booth 
and Eric Paschall. It ranks in the 
top five in shooting at 50.4 per¬ 
cent and is deadly on the 3-point 
arc where it makes 40 percent. 
Moreover, there is a deep level 
of experience, including players 
who were on the 2016 national 
championship team and a tough¬ 
ness that seems to always prevail 
in tight spots. 

Best potential matchup 

West Virginia vs. Wichita 
State: Coach Gregg Marshall’s 
Shockers play of style is the well- 
maintained engine — everything 
working together to become a 
force. Coach Bob Huggins’ Moun¬ 
taineers are the ultimate disrup¬ 
ters, ranking 11th in the country 
in steals and 10th in the country 
in blocked shots. Something will 
have to give. 

Best bet for an upset 

Butler: The Butler way never 
seems to let up. This season LaVall 
Jordan took the reins after Chris 
Holtmann left for Ohio State and 
the program didn’t miss a beat 
as it reached the NCAAs for the 
fourth straight year. The No. 10 
Bulldogs (20-13) have shown a 
bit of a penchant for pulling the 
upset this season, scoring wins 
over Duke and Ohio State. First- 


round opponent No. 7 Arkansas 
(23-11) needs to play a fast-paced 
game to succeed. Butler has a 
way of controlling the tempo be¬ 
hind guards Kelan Martin and 
Aaron Thompson and could be 
dangerous. 

Go-to guy 

Mikai Bridges, Villanova: The 

athletic 6-foot-7 junior has been 
a talent all along, but this sea¬ 
son got his shot at a starring role 
and thrived to earn first-team 
all-conference honors. He is a 
serious weapon because he can 
do so many different things for 
the Wildcats. He averages 18.0 
points and shoots 52 percent, in¬ 
cluding 43 percent on 3-pointers. 
He averaged 5.4 rebounds, but 
seems to have a knack for coming 
up with the key offensive board. 
And he likes to look for his team¬ 
mates when he draws the atten¬ 
tion, which is why he averages 2.1 
assists. Bridges isn’t just a player 
who makes winning plays on of¬ 
fense either. He often draws the 
defensive assignment on the foes’ 
best forward. 

Under the radar 

Jaylen Adams, St. Bonaven¬ 
ture: He may be tucked away in 
Western New York, but Adams 
is one of the best point guards 
in the country, without question. 
He missed time at the start of the 
season with an ankle injury but 
when he returned to the 4-3 Bon¬ 
nies they won 21 of 25. He aver¬ 
ages 19.8 points and 5.4 rebounds 
and it would not be surprising if 
his name gets called in the NBA 
draft. The 6-1 speedster makes 
45 percent on three pointers and 
was Atlantic 10 Co-Player of the 
Year. 

— Roger Rubin 
Newsday 


Team capsules 


n Dec. 9. Worst 


6. Florida 

Record: 20-12. Last 10: 5-5. Coach: Mike White. 

Best Win: 66-60 vs. Cincinnati on 
Loss: 78-72 at Ole Miss on Jan. 13. 

Team Scoring: 76.1 points per game, 43.4 fg 
pet, 37.5 3-pt pet, 71.9 ft pet. Top Scorers: Jalen 
Hudson 15.3; Egor Koulechov 13.6; KeVaughn Allen 
11.3. Rebounds: Koulechov 6.5; Kevarrius Hayes 
5.1; Avg team margin: (minus-2.2). Assist/Turn¬ 
over Ratio (1.32): Chris Chiozza (6.1/1.9), 194assists. 

The Skinny: Florida entered the SEC Tournament on a three- 
game winning streak but its big scorers never got going in their 
opener against Arkansas. UF led the SEC in turnover margin, 
second in assist-to-turnover ratio and third in scoring margin. 

11. St. Bonaventure 

Record: 25-7. Last 10: 9-1. Coach: Mark Schmidt. 

Best Win: 77-74 at home to Rhode Island on 
Feb. 16. Worst Loss: 77-75 at home to Niagara on 
Nov. 10. 

Team Scoring: 77.9 points per game, 45.6 fg 
pet, 39.8 3-pt pet, 75.4 ft pet. Top Scorers: Jaylen 
Adams 19.8; Matt Mobley 18.5; Courtney Stockard 

12.9. Rebounds: LaDarien Griffin 6.5; Stockard 6.4; 
Avg team margin: (plus-1.0). Assist/Turnover Ratio (1.23): Ad¬ 
ams (5.4/3.2), 141 assists. 

The Skinny: The Bonnies had their 13-game win streak 
snapped against Davidson in the conference tournament semifi¬ 
nal. Senior guard Jaylen Adams is the A-10 co-player of the year. 

11. UCLA 

Record: 21-11. Last 10: 6-4. Coach: Steve Alford. 

Best Win: 83-75 vs. Kentucky on Dec. 23. Worst 
Loss: 69-63 at Oregon State on Jan. 18. 

Team Scoring: 82.2 points per game, 46.4 fg pet, 
38.6 3-pt pet, 72.2 ft pet. Top Scorers: Aaron Holiday 
20.1; Kris Wilkes 14.0. Rebounds: Thomas Welsh 
10.5; Avg team margin: (plus-2.9). Assist/Turnover 
Ratio (1.26): Holiday (5.8/3.7), 174 assists. 

The Skinny: Holiday, the Pac-12’s leading scorer, scored 15 
points in the conference tournament semifinal loss to Arizona. 
Welsh, the 7-0 senior had double-doubles in both tournament 
games and has 18 this season.The Bruins lost three straight 
games in January, and two of three to end the regular season. 

3. Texas Tech 

Record: 24-9. Last 10: 5-5. Coach: Chris Beard. 

- Best Win: 85-73 at Kansas on Jan. 2. Worst Loss: 

70- 52 at Iowa State on Jan. 20. 

Team Scoring: 76 points per game, 46.4 fg pet, 
36 3-pt pet, 70.7 ft pet. Top Scorers: Keenan Evans 
17.4; Zhaire Smith 11.5; Jarrett Culver 11.5. Re¬ 
bounds; Norense Odiase 4.9; Smith 4.7; Avg team 
^ margin: (plus-4.0). Assist/Turnover Ratio (1.14): 
Evans (3.3/1.9), 98 assists. 

The Skinny: The Red Raiders missed four free throws and ex¬ 
ecuted poorly down the stretch in their 66-63 loss to West Vir¬ 
ginia in the conference tournament semifinal. Texas Tech led 
the Big 12 in scoring defense (64.5 ppg) and opponent field goal 
percentage (40.2). 

14. Stephen F. Austin 

Record: 28 -6. Last 10: 9-1. Coach: Kyle Keller. 

- Best Win: 83-82 at LSU on Dec. 16. Worst Loss: 

71- 66 at home to Lamar on Feb. 24. 

Team Scoring: 81.1 points per game, 48.8 fg 

pet, 37.2 3-pt pet, 70.5 ft pet. Top Scorers: Shan¬ 
non Bogues 15.4; Kevon Harris 14.6; T.J. Holyfield 
13.0. Rebounds: Holyfield 6.4; Harris 5.4; Avg team 
margin: (plus-3.9). Assist/Turnover Ratio (0.92): 
Aaron Augustin (3.4/1.6), 111 assists. 

The Skinny: Stephen F. Austin rallied for a 59-55 win over 
Southeastern Louisiana in the championship game to send the 
Lumberjacks to the NCAAs for the fourth time in the past five 
years after missing last season. Holyfield, who was the tourna¬ 
ment MVP, had had 13 points and 12 rebounds in the title game. 

7. Arkansas 

Record: 23-11. Last 10: 7-3. Coach: Mike Anderson. 

Best Win: 91-82 at home to Auburn on Feb. 27. 
Worst Loss: 75-54 at home to LSU on Jan. 10. 

Team Scoring: 81.1 points per game, 47.7 fg 
pet, 40.1 3-pt pet, 67.8 ft pet. Top Scorers: Jaylen 
Bradford 18.0; Daryl Macon 16.9; Daniel Gafford 

11.9. Rebounds: Gafford 6.2; Trey Thompson 3.9; 

i--, ‘--’it/Turnover 


Avg team margin: (rninus-1.1). Assist/' 


Ratio (1.32): Macon (3.9/1.8), 134 assists. 

The Skinny: Arkansas is making back-to-back NCAA Tourna¬ 
ment appearances for the first time since three consecutive trips 
from 2006-08. Freshman Daniel Gafford, a 6-foot-ll forward, has 
74 dunks this season — more than six SEC teams — while senior 
guards Jaylen Barford and Daryl Macon have combined to make 
169 of 391 (43.2 percent) from three-point range. 

10. Butler 

Record: 20-13. Last 10: 4-6. Coach: LaVall Jordan. 

Best Win: 101-93 at home to Villanova on Dec. 
30. Worst Loss: 87-83 at home to Georgetown on 
Feb. 13. 

Team Scoring: 79.1 points per game, 47.2 fg 
pet, 35.6 3-pt pet, 77.1 ft pet. Top Scorers: Kelan 
Martin 20.8; Kamar Baldwin 15.5; Paul Jorgensen 

10.5. Rebounds: Martin 6.2; Tyler Wideman 4.8; 

... ^..largin: (plus-1.3). Assist/Turnover Ratio (1.2S): Aaron 

Thompson (3.2/1.6), 107 assists. 

The Skinny: Butler now has reached the NCAA Tournament 
four straight years and 10th time in the past 12 seasons. Butler’s 
75-74 win over Seton Hall in the Big East quarterfinals was the 
Bulldogs’ first-ever win (1-4) in the conference tournament. The 
Bulldogs had 10 games this season with single-digit turnovers. 
They’re 13-1 when holding opponents under 70 points. 

2. Purdue 

Record: 28-6. Last 10: 7-3. Coach: Matt Painter. 

f -Best Win: 70-69 at Michigan on Jan. 9. Worst 

Loss: 57-53 at Wisconsin on Feb. 15. 

^ _ 1 Team Scoring: 81 points per game, 49.7 fg pet, 
J -J 42.0 3-pt pet, 74.3 ft pet. Top Scorers: Carsen Ed- 
wards 18.5; Isaac Haas 14.9; Vincent Edwards 

14.5. Rebounds: Edwards 7.3; Haas 5.6; Avg team 
- margin: (plus-2.6). Assist/Turnover Ratio (1.56): 

IS (4.1/1.4), 139 assists. 

__Poised to win the Big Ten until a 3-game losing 

streak. Losses to Ohio State and Michigan State by a total of four 


Dakota Mathias (4.1/1.4), 139 assists. 

The Skinny: Poised to win the Big Ten until a 
jtreak. Losses to Ohio State and Michigan State b, _ 

points are understandable, the loss at Wisconsin, r.__ 

Early season losses to then unranked Tennessee and Western 
Kentucky kept Purdue under the radar for a long time. 

Cal State Fullerton 

Record: 20-11. Last 10: 8-2. Coach: Dedrique Taylor. 

I Team Scoring: 73.2 points per game, 47.0 fg 
pet, 33.8 3-pt pet, 73.4 ft pet. Top Scorers: Kyle All- 
man 19.4; Khalil Ahmad 15.3; Jackson Rowe 12.2. 
Rebounds: Rowe 6.8; Jose Garcia Gonzalez 5.0; 
Avg team margin: (plus-1.9). Assist/Turnover Ra¬ 
tio (0.90); Austen Awosika (2.7/1.8), 148 assists. 

I Best Win: 91-83 at home to Utah Valley on Dec. 
9. Worst Loss: 69-65 at UC Riverside on Feb. 21. 

The Skinny: Cal State Fullerton won the Big West for the first 
time since 2008. The Titans made their mark this season by 
beating top-seed UC Davis three times. 

—Associated Press 
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Team capsules 


1. Kansas 

Record: 2 7-7. Last 10: 8-2. Coach: Bill Self. 


Loss: 84-79 at home t( 

3. 

Team Scoring: 81.5 points per game, 49.8 fg 
pet, 40.3 3-pt pet, 70.0 ft pet. Top Scorers: Devon- 
te’ Graham 17.3; Sviatoslav Mykhalliuk 15.1; 
Udoka Azubulke 13.7. Rebounds: Azubuike 7.1; 


The Skinny: The Jayhawks are making their 29th consecu¬ 
tive NCAA Tournament appearance — the longest streak in the 
history of the tournament. Kansas ranks in the Top 25 nation- 
aliy in 3-point field goals per game (10.0) and 3-point field-goal 
percentage (39.8) while senior guards Devonte’ Graham and 
Sviatoslav Mykhalliuk have combined to make 199 of 458 (43.4 
percent) from beyond the arc. 

16. Pennsylvania 

Record: 24-8. Last 10: 8-2. Coach: Steve Donahue. 

-1 Best Win: 68-65 vs. Harvard on March 11. Worst 

I Loss: 75-71 at home to La Salle on Nov. 13. 

Team Scoring: 76.7 points per game, 46.0 fg 
)Ct, 34.7 3-pt pet, 66.3 ft pet. Top Scorers: Ryan 
5etley 14.4; AJ Brodeur 13.0; Darnell Foreman 
10.4. Rebounds: Brodeur 7.0; Max Rothschild 5.9; 
Avg team margin: (plus-1.9). Assist/Turnover 
Ratio (1.29): Foreman (3.6/1.6), 113 assists. 

The Skinny: The Quakers make their first NCAA Tournament 
appearance since 2007 after beating Ivy League top seed Har¬ 
vard 68-65 In the Ivy’s championship game. It’s Penn’s first- 
ever Ivy League title, and the Quakers became the first team 
to ever knock of the tournament’s top seed. Penn went to the 
tourney seven times between 199 and 2007. The Quakers’ last 
win in the Big Dance was in 1994 when they topped Nebraska 
in the first round, although they put an upset scare Into several 
teams since. 

8. Seton Hall 

Record: 21-11. Last 10: 4-6. Coach: Kevin Willard. 

Best Win: 89-79 vs. Texas Tech on Nov. 30. 
Worst Loss: 83-80 at Georgetown on Feb. 10. 

Team Scoring: 79.2 points per game, 46.9 fg 
pet, 36.0 3-pt pet, 69.0 ft pet. Top Scorers: Desi 
Rodriguez 18.1; Myles Powell 15.6; Khadeen Car¬ 
rington 14.8. Rebounds: Angel Delgado 11.6; Ro¬ 
driguez 5.0; Avg team margin: (plus-4.2). Assist/ 
Turnover Ratio (1.24): Carrington (4.5/2.2), 138 assists. 

The Skinny: Senior Angel Delgado ranks 18th in NCAA history 
with 71 double-doubles and has led the Big East in rebounds 
per game in each of the last three seasons. The Pirates, who 
are making third consecutive appearance in the Big Dance, 
have not won an NCAA Tournament game since 2004. 

9. North Carolina State 

Record: 21-11. Last 10: 6-4. Coach: Kevin Keatts. 

I Best Win: 96-85 at home to Duke on Jan. 6. 
Worst Loss: 78-75 at Georgia Tech on March 1. 

Team Scoring: 81.2 points per game, 47.0 fg 
pet, 37.2 3-pt pet, 70.0 ft pet. Top Scorers: Allerik 
Freeman 15.4; Omer Yurtseven 13.8; Torin Dorn 
13.8. Rebounds: Yurtseven 6.9; Dorn 6.1; Avg 
team margin: (plus-0.6). Assist/Turnover Ratio 
(1.33): Markell Johnson (7.4/3.3), 186 assists. 

The Skinny: With a top-10 NBA draft pick, the Wolfpack went 
15-17 last year, 4-14 in the ACC, which led to Keatts replacing 
Mark Gottfried and a big turnaround. Despite getting bounced 
by Boston College in its ACC opener, N.C. State is 7-5 in Top 5 
games and dangerous. 

5. Clemson 

Record: 2 3-9. Last 10: 5-5. Coach: Brad Brownell. 

I Best Win: 82-78 at home to North Carolina on 
Jan. 30. Worst Loss: 78-77 at NC State on Jan. 11. 

Team Scoring: 73.3 points per game, 45.3 fg 
pet, 36.6 3-pt pet, 75.7 ft pet. Top Scorers: Marc- 
quise Reed 15.9; Donte Grantham 14.2; Gabe De- 
Voe 13.2. Rebounds: Elijah Thomas 7.9; Grantham 
6.9; Avg team margin: (plus-2.1). Assist/Turnover 
Ratio (1.09): Reed (3.4/2.3), 110 assists. 

The Skinny: The Tigers are 6-7 since forward Donte Grantham 
— who ranked second on the team in scoring (14.2) and re¬ 
bounding (6.9) — tore his ACL on Jan. 20 and they will, seem¬ 
ingly, go as far as senior Gabe DeVoe will take them. The se¬ 
nior guard is averaging 7.5 points in Clemson’s losses and 22.0 
points In its wins with Grantham sidelined. 

12. New Mexico State 
rd: 28-5. Last 10:8-2. Coach: Chris Jans. 

I Best Win: 63-54 vs. Miami(FL) on Dec. 23. Worst 
Loss: 73-63 at home to Seattle on Feb. 17. 

Team Scoring: 76.0 points per game, 46.1 fg 
jct, 33.4 3-pt pet, 63.9 ft pet. Top Scorers: Zach 
^ofton 19.8; Jemerrio Jones 11.0; A.J. Harris 9.6. 

_J Rebounds: Jones 13.2; Eli Chuha 4.9; Avg team 

' ' margin: (plus-9.1). Assist/Turnover Ratio (1.12): 

Jones (3.1/2.4), 102 assists. 

The Skinny: The Aggies are headed to the NCAA Tournament 
for the sixth time in the last seven years and 24th time overall. 
New Mexico State knocked off Grand Canyon 72-58 to clinch the 
WAC’s automatic bid. New Mexico State boasts wins over then 
No. 6 Miami, Davidson and Illinois. A.J. Harris, Zach Lofton and 
Sidy N’Dir make up one of the most athletic backcourts at the 
mid-major level. The Aggies continue to experience success 
despite the fact Chris Jans is the program’s third coach in the 
last three seasons. 

4. Auburn 

Record: 2 5-7.Last 10:5-5. Coach: Bruce Pearl. 

I Best Win: 94-84 at Tennessee on Jan. 2. Worst 
Loss: 84-75 at South Carolina on Feb. 17. 

Team Scoring: 83.4 points per game, 43.9 fg 
pet, 36.6 3-pt pet, 78.6 ft pet. Top Scorers: Mus- 
tapha Heron 16.6; Bryce Brown 16.2; Jared Harp¬ 
er 13.7. Rebounds: Desean Murray 6.8; Chuma 
Okeke 5.6; Avg team margin: (plus-3.3). Assist/ 
Turnover Ratio (1.18): Harper (5.7/2.2), 182 assists. 

The Skinny: Despite losing to rival Alabama for the second 
time, an 18-point blowout in the SEC quarterfinals, a 14-game 
winning streak leading up to the first Tide loss established 
the Tigers as legitimate. They had back-to-back wins over SEC 
ranked teams to end a 15-year NCAA drought. 

13. College of Charleton 

Record: 26-7. Last 10: 9-1. Coach: Earl Grant. 

Best Win: 69-64 at Northeastern on Feb. 1. 
Worst Loss: 73-68 vs. Cal Poly on Nov. 22. 

Team Scoring: 75.1 points per game, 46.0 fg 
pet, 36.4 3-pt pet, 75.9 ft pet. Top Scorers: Grant 
Riller 18.7; Joe Chealey 18.5; Jarrell Brantley 17.0. 
Rebounds: Brantley 7.1; Nick Harris 6.5; Avg 
team margin: (minus-0.7). Assist/Turnover Ratio 
(1.19): Chealey (3.6/1.7), 120 assists. 

The Skinny: The Cougars had to erase a 17-point deficit to 
end a 19-year NCAA Tournament drought after an 84-76 OT win 
over Northeastern.Joe Chealey, who scored 32 points, forced 
OT with a layup with 10.1 seconds to play, providing bonus bas¬ 
ketball for funny fan Bill Murray. 



L.E. Baskow/AP 


New Mexico State guard Zach Lofton shoots against Grand Canyon 
in the Western Athletic Conference tournament final Saturday in Las 
Vegas. Lofton was the SWAC Player of the Year for Texas Southern 
last season. He averaged 19.8 points a game this year. 


Best team 

Duke: Duke and Michigan 
State are the only two teams in the 
country with adjusted offensive 
and defensive efficiency ratings 
in Kenpom.com’s top 10. The Blue 
Devils edge the Spartans in both 
categories (No. 3 in offense and 
No. 7 in defense to MSU’s No. 9 
in each). Say what you want about 
Grayson Allen, but he provides 
a veteran presence the Spartans 
lack. And Duke defeated Michi¬ 
gan State 88-81 in November de¬ 
spite losing Marvin Bagley III to 
an injury in the first half 

Best potential matchup 

Rhode Island vs. Arizona 
State: The odds on Dan Hurley 
vs. Bobby Hurley happening are 
slim, with Rhode Island as a No. 
7 seed and Arizona State as a No. 
11 that first needs to escape Day- 
ton, but this fraternal matchup 
would double as an entertaining 
game and one of the NCAA Tour¬ 
nament’s best storylines in recent 
memory. 

Best bet for an upset 

New Mexico State: The Aggies 
don’t shoot well from the outside 
or the foul line — two typically 
key areas for a mid-mgjor hope¬ 
ful of an upset — but they defend 
just about as well as anyone in 
the country. Only five teams held 
opponents to a worse effective 
field-goal percentage than New 
Mexico State’s 45.5 percent. The 


Aggies also fared well against 
NCAA Tournament teams, de¬ 
feating Miami (FL) and David¬ 
son on neutral courts during the 
regular season. 

Go-to guy 

Devonte’ Graham, Kansas: 

Are there players in this region 
with better pro potential? Yes. 
But with an NCAA Tournament 
game on the line, there’s no one 
as trustworthy as Graham. The 
senior is a near-lock for the AP 
All-America First Team after 
averaging 17.3 points, 7.5 assists 
and 3.9 rebounds per game. He 
had 18 points and 13 assists to just 
two turnovers in the Jayhawks’ 
81-70 win over turnover-forcing- 
machine West Virginia in the Big 
12 championship. 

Under the radar 

Zach Lofton, New Mexico 
State: Perhaps no one in college 
basketball is as well traveled 
as the 25-year-old Zach Lofton, 
who has enrolled at five schools 
in six years. The 6-4 guard won 
the SWAC Player of the Year for 
Texas Southern last season, but 
he saved his best campaign for 
his last year of eligibility. Lofton 
averaged 19.8 points and 5.1 re¬ 
bounds per game, improving his 
shooting to career-bests of 45.4 
percent from the field and 38.2 
percent from long range. 

— Ari Kramer 
Newsday 


Team capsules 


6.TCU 

Record: 21-11. Last 10: 5-5. Coach: Jamie Dixon. 

I Best Win: 84-80 at Nevada on Dec. 9. Worst 
Loss: 81-78 at Vanderbilt on Jan. 27. 

Team Scoring: 83.0 points per game, 49.9 
’g pet, 40.0 3-pt pet, 70.8 ft pet. Top Scorers: 
i/ladimir Brodziansky 15.1 ; Desmond Bane 13.1; 
Kenrich Williams 12.8. Rebounds: Williams 9.3; 
Brodziansky 5.1; Avg team margin: (plus-6.3). As¬ 
sist/Turnover Ratio (1.48): Alex Robinson (6.1/3.3), 182 assists. 

Best Win: 84-80 at Nevada on Dec. 9. Worst Loss: 81-78 at 
Vanderbilt on Jan. 27. 

The Skinny: TCU, which missed the NCAA Tournament last 
season after winning its first eight, opened this season with 12 
straight wins before a 9-11 finish. Ten of those losses, however, 
came against tournament teams — including two against No. 
1 seed Kansas. 

11. Arizona State 

Record: 20-11. Last 10: 4-6. Coach: Bobby Hurley. 

I Best Win: 102-86 vs. Xavier on Nov. 24. Worst 
Loss: 79-75 at Oregon State on Feb. 24. 

Team Scoring: 83.5 points per game, 46.4 fg 
I pet, 36.4 3-pt pet, 73.8 ft pet. Top Scorers: Tra 
Holder 18.4; Shannon Evans II 16.6; Kodi Justice 

12.6. Rebounds: Romello White 7.2; Avg team 
I margin: (minus-1.4). Assist/Turnover Ratio 

(1.32): Evans II (3.5/1.7), 109 assists. 

The Skinny: Despite losing five of their last six games, the 
Sun Devils have nine wins against the NCAA’s top-100 RPI. 
Among teams they beat were Xavier, Kansas, USC, UCLA and 
San Diego State. Five occurred away from home. 

11. Syracuse 

J: 20-13. Last 10: 5-5. Coach: Jim Boeheim. 

Best Win: 55-52 at home against Clemson on 
March 11. Worst Loss: 73-67 at Wake Forest on 
Jan. 3. 

Team Scoring: 67.5 points per game, 41.8 fg 
pet, 32.2 3-pt pet, 74.1 ft pet. Top Scorers: Tyus 
Battle 19.8; Frank Howard 15.0; Oshae Brissett 

14.7. Rebounds: Brissett 8.8; Paschal Chukwu 6.8; 

Avg team margin: (plus-4.5). Assist/Turnover Ratio (0.87): How¬ 
ard (5.0/3.6), 164 assists. 

The Skinny: The Orange entered the second round of the At¬ 
lantic Coast Conference Tournament with an RPI of 36 before 
losing to runner-up North Carolina. Boeheim has been touting 
good road victories against Louisville and Miami. 

3. Michigan State 

Record: 29-4. Last 10: 9-1. Coach: Tom Izzo. 

-1 Best Win: 63-45 vs. North Carolina on Nov. 26. 

Worst Loss: 80-64 at Ohio State on Jan. 7. 

Team Scoring: 81.0 points per game, 50.4 fg 
pet, 41.3 3-pt pet, 75.1 ft pet. Top Scorers: Miles 
Bridges 16.9; Nick Ward 12.6; Cassius Winston 
12.6. Rebounds: Ward 7.2; Bridges 6.9; Avg team 
margin: (plus-10.4). AssistAurnover Ratio (1.47): 
Winston (6.8/2.5), 225 assists. 

The Skinny: The young, talented Spartans have no ugly 
losses but were 2-4 against Top 25 RPI teams. They seem to 
struggle most with three and four guard lineups. The loss to 
Michigane in the Big Ten tourney semifinals ended a 13-game 
winning streak that followed an 82-72 loss to the Wolverines. 

14. Buckneii 

Record: 25-9. Last 10: 9-1. Coach: Nathan Davis. 

I Best Win: 81-77 at home to Vermont on Dec. 2. 
Worst Loss: 92-89 at Lehigh on Feb. 5. 

Team Scoring: 81.1 points per game, 47.2 fg 
I pet, 34.3 3-pt pet, 71.8 ft pet. Top Scorers: Zach 
Thomas 20.3; Nana Foulland 15.4; Stephen Brown 
14.9. Rebounds: Thomas 9.2; Foulland 7.1; Avg 
' team margin: (plus-1.6). Assist/Turnover Ratio 
(1.15): Brown (4.3/1.7), 147 assists. 

The Skinny: The Bison won the Patriot League by four games 
and after a bit of a challenge in the tournament opener, earned 
their second straight berth with 31- and 29-point wins. Thomas 
was the regular-season MVP and Brown the tourney MVP. 

7. Rhode Island 

Record: 25-7. Last 10: 6-4. Coach: Dan Hurley. 

- Best Win: 87-73 at home to St. Bonaventure 

jn Jan. 13. Worst Loss: 78-48 at home to Saint 
Joseph’s on Feb. 27. 

Team Scoring: 76.2 points per game, 46.0 fg 
pet, 35.0 3-pt pet, 70.7 ft pet. Top Scorers: Jared 
Terrell 17.2; E.C. Matthews 13.1; Jeff Dowtin 9.7. 

- Rebounds: Cyril Langevine 5.7; Robinson 5.7; Avg 

team margin: (plus-0.6). AssistAurnover Ratio (1.40): Jeff Dow¬ 
tin (5.5/1.2), 160 assists. 

The Skinny: Six of Rhode Island’s seven losses this season 
came against NCAA Tournament teams, including a neutral- 
site 70-55 loss to Virginia. The Rams, despite losing three of 
their last five, won 25 games for the second straight season. 

10. Oklahoma 

Record: 18-13. Last 10: 2-8. Coach: Lon Kruger. 

^ Best Win: 85-80 at home to Kansas on Jan. 23. 
Worst Loss: 88-80 at Iowa State on Feb. 10. 

■ Team Scoring: 85.2 points per game, 46.4 fg 

111 1 pet, 36.3 3-pt pet, 74.8 ft pet. Top Scorers: Trae 

Young 27.4; Christian James 12.1; Brady Manek 
10.4. Rebounds: Khadeem Lattin 6.0; Jamuni Mc- 
—J Neace 5.3; Avg team margin: (minus-0.4). Assist/ 
Turnover Ratio (1.13): Young (8.8/5.2), 272 assists. 

The Skinny: Only one player has led the NCAA in scoring and 
assists and that is the Sooners’ star freshman Trae Young. He’s 
worth price of a ticket, having led the Sooners to a 5-2 record 
against the top 25 in the RPI. 

2. Duke 

Record: 26-7. Last 10: 7-3. Coach: Mike Krzyzewski. 

Best Win: 74-64 at home to North Carolina on 

n March 3. Worst Loss: 89-84 at Boston College on 
Dec. 9. 

Team Scoring: 84.7 points per game, 49.3 fg 
pet, 37.8 3-pt pet, 70.8 ft pet. Top Scorers: Mar¬ 
vin Bagley III 21.1; Grayson Allen 15.7; Gary Trent 
' Jr. 14.3. Rebounds: Bagley 11.5; Wendell Carter 

9.3; Avg team margin: (plus-9.2). AssistAurnover Ratio (1.39): 
Trevon Duval (5.5/2.7), 182 assists. 

The Skinny: The Blue Devils lost to North Carolina in the ACC 
Tournament semifinals after rallying from 16 points down with 
5'/2 minutes left. With four freshmen starters, they might have 
the most talented team in the country. 

Record: 20-13. Last 10: 6-4. Coach: Tim Cluess. 

- Best Win: 91-64 at home to Rider on Jan. 14. 

Worst Loss: 82-78 at Siena on Feb. 12. 

Team Scoring: 79.8 points per game, 46.2 fg 
pctA8.8_3-pt_pct, 7? " " -- 


pet, 38.8 3-pt pet, 73.9 ft pet. Top Scorers: Rickey 
McGill; E.J. Crawford; Roland Griffin 10.9. Re¬ 
bounds: TK Edogi 7.1; Griffin 5.2; Avg team mar¬ 
gin: (mlnus-3.8). AssistAurnover Ratio (1.37): 
McGill (5.6/2.8), 184 assists. 

The Skinny: The Gaels, the No. 4 seed in the MAAC Tourna¬ 
ment, are making their third consecutive NCAA Tournament ap¬ 
pearance. Iona has just one win against the RPI Top 150, 91-64 
against Rider at home on Jan. 14. 

—Associated Press 
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1. Xavier 

Record: 28-5. Last 10:8-2. Coach: Chris Mack. 

Best Win: 89-76 at home to Cincinnati on Dec. 
2. Worst Loss: 102-86 vs. Arizona State on Nov. 
14. 

Team scoring: 84.3 points per game, 49.1 
fg pet, 36.9 three-pt pet, 79.0 ft pet. Top scor¬ 
ers: Trevon Bluiett 19.5; J.P. Macura 12.2; Kerem 

_ Kanter 10.4. Rebounds: Bluiett 5.7; Kaiser Gates 

4.6; Avg team margin (plus-7.2). Assist/Turnover Ratio (1.34); 
Quentin Goodin (4.9/2.2), 162 assists. 

The Skinny: Third-ranked Xavier looks to regroup after its 
overtime loss to Providence in the Big East Tournament semi¬ 
final. The Friars rallied from a 17-point second-half deficit for 
one of the best comebacks in Big East Tournament history. Pri¬ 
or to the tournament semifinal, the Musketeers had won 14 of 
their last 15 games, including two against ranked opponents. 

16. North Carolina Central 

Record: 19-15. Last 10: 7-3. Coach: LeVelle Moton. 

Best Win: 58-56 vs. Savannah State on March 

8. Worst Loss: 84-78 at Howard on Jan. 20. 

Team scoring: 72.8 points per game, 46.6 fg 

pet, 33.9 three-pt pet, 68.7 ft pet. Top scorers: 
Raasean Davis 15.0; Pablo Rivas 11.8; Reggie 
Gardner Jr. 11.2. Rebounds: Davis 8.0; Rivas 6.9; 
Avg team margin (plus-4.9). Assist/Turnover Ra¬ 
tio (1.11): Jordan Perkins (5.4/2.7), 184 assists. 

The skinny: The Eagles were the No. 6 seed in the MEAC 
Tournament and won four games in five days, including an 71- 
63 upset of top-seeded Hampton in the championship game, to 
earn their second consecutive NCAA Tournament berth. 

16. Texas Southern 

Record: 15-19. Last 10: 8-2. Coach: Mike Davis. 

Best win: 88-74 vs. Prairie View A&M on March 

9. Worst loss: 85-80 at Jackson State on Jan. 13. 
Team Scoring: 77.5 points per game, 43.8 fg 

pet, 36 three-pt pet, 71.5 ft pet. Top Scorers: De- 
montrae Jefferson 23.5; Donte Clark 18.7; Derrick 
Bruce 14.0. Rebounds: Trayvon Reed 8.7, Marquis 
Salmon 6.3; Clark 5.4; Avg team margin (minus- 
2.1). Assist/Turnover Ratio (0.96): Jefferson (4.3/3.0), 106 as¬ 
sists. 

The Skinny: Texas Southern earned an automatic bid for the 
second-straight season. The Tigers will try to become the first 
team from the Southwestern Athletic Conference to win an 
NCAA Tournament game since Arkansas-Pine Bluff in 2010. 

8. Missouri 

Record: 20-12. Last 10: 6-4. Coach: Cuonzo Martin. 

Best win: 59-55 at home to Tennessee on Jan. 
17. Worst loss: 70-64 vs. Illinois on Dec. 23. 

Team scoring: 73.3 points per game, 45.3 fg 
pet, 38.5 three-pt pet, 73.6 ft pet. Top scorers: 
Kassius Robertson 16.2; Jordan Barnett 13.7; Jon- 
tay Porter 10.1. Rebounds: Porter 6.8; Barnett 5.9; 
- Avg team margin (plus-4.4). Assist/Turnover Ra¬ 
tio (0.96): Jordan Geist (2.9/1.7), 92 assists. 

The skinny: If nothing else, seeing what touted freshman 
Michael Porter might do makes the Tigers interesting. The pro¬ 
jected lottery pick played in th-'“ —' '—-- 

they accomplished without th 
3-3 against top 25 RPI teams. 

9. Florida State 

Record: 20-11. Last 10: 4-6. Coach: Leonard Hamilton. 

Best Win: 81-80 at home to North Carolina on Jan. 3. Worst 
Loss: 76-72 at Wake Forest on Jan. 31. 

Team scoring: 81.7 points per game, 47.4 fg 
pet, 35.1 three-pt pet, 68.5 ft pet. Top Scorers: 
Terance Mann 13.2; Phil Cofer 13.1; Braian Ango¬ 
la 12.9. Rebounds: Mann 5.7; Cofer 5.1; Avg team 
margin (plus-3.1). Assist/Turnover Ratio (1.17): 
Trent Forrest (4.0/1.8), 119 assists. 

The Skinny: Winning their first nine put the Semifinals in the 
spotlight but they were 9-9 after that. Splitting 12 top 50 RPI 
games Indicates how dangerous — or vulnerable — this team 

5. Ohio State 

Record: 24-8. Last 10: 6-4. Coach: Chris Holtmann. 

Best win: 64-63 at Purdue on Feb. 7. Worst loss: 82-79 at 
home to Penn State on Jan. 25. 

Team scoring: 75.8 points per game, 48.5 fg 
pet, 35.3 three-pt pet, 72.6 ft pet. Top Scorers: 

I Keita Bates-Diop 19.4; Jae’Sean Tate 12.5; C.J. 
Jackson 12.2. Rebounds: Bates-Diop 8.8; Tate 6.2; 
Avg team margin (plus-5.3). Assist/Turnover Ra¬ 
tio (1.25): Jackson (3.9/2.2), 124 assists. 

The skinny: After four cupcake wins the Buck- 
— ,_j order two more 


ing 


eyes got pummeled by Gonzaga and in si 


12. South Dakota State 

Record: 28-6. Last 10:10-0. Coach: T. J. Otzelberger. 

Best win: 94-80 vs. Buffalo on Nov. 22. Worst loss: 73-53 vs. 
Missouri State on Dec. 2. 

Team scoring: 84.9 points per game, 47.0 fg 
-t, 40.3 3-pt pet, 76.0 ft pet. Top Scorers: Mike 
_ _.um 23.8; David Jenkins Jr. 16.1; Reed Telling- 
huisen 12.0. Rebounds: Daum 10.4; Tevin King 5.5; 
Avg team margin (plus-3.7). Assist/Turnover Ra¬ 
tio (1.35): Brandon Key (3.3/0.4), 108 assists. 

1 The Skinny: Dancing for the third straight year 
behind 3-time Summit League tourney MVP Mike Daum, a final¬ 
ist for the Karl Malone Power Forward of the Year. Two years 
ago as a 12 seed the Jackrabbits lost to Maryland by five and 
last year were only down four at halftime to top-seed Gonza- 


Bestw 

San Diego State on Dec. 21. 

Team scoring: 84.5 points per game, 50.3 fg 
pet, 37.4 three-pt pet, 72.2 ft pet. Top scorers: 
Johnathan Williams 13.5; Killian Tillie 13.4; Josh 
Perkins 12.4. Rebounds: Williams 8.3; Tillie 6.0; 
Avg team margin (plus-9.0). Assist/Turnover Ra¬ 
tio (1.39): Perkins (5.4/2.1), 182 assists. 

The skinny: After losing four of the top six players from last 
year’s runner up team the Zags just reloaded. Picked to finish 
second in the WCC they won it all again and are headed to their 
20th straight tourney. 

13. UNC Greensboro 

Record: 27-7. Last 10: 9-1. Coach: Wes Miller. 

Best Win: 81-76 at NC State on Dec. 16. Worst Loss: 74-72 at 
f ^ Presbyterian on Nov. 28. 

_ Team scoring: 73.5 points per game, 44.6 fg 
rTTULjrZl three-pt pet, 70.1 ft pet. Top Scorers: 

lUnfj I Francis Alonso 15.6; Marvin Smith 12.3; James 
' 1.1^3 ' I tJickey 8.9. Rebounds: Dickey 8.3; Smith 5.4; Avg 
team margin (plus-6.8). Assist/Turnover Ratio 
V i (1.03): Demetrius Troy (3.8/2.2), 130 assists. 

The skinny: Don’t sleep on the Spartans, who lost their sea- 
son-opener at Virginia by 12 and lost aby six at Wake Forest 
before shocking N.C. State. 
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Mary Altaffer/AP 


Xavier guard Trevon Bluiett goes to the basket during the first half 
Thursday against St. John's in the quarterfinals of the Big East 
tournament in New \brk. 


Best team 

UNC: The West’s top five seeds 
all appear in advanced stats site 
Kenpom.com’s top 15, making it 
the deepest region at the top. In 
fact, all five rank between No. 7 
(UNC) and No. 15 (Ohio State). 
Xavier, the No. 1 seed, ranks 14th. 
The Tar Heels have the edge over 
the rest. It’s hard to believe that 
Wofford visited Chapel Hill and 
beat this team in December, but 
the Tar Heels collected them¬ 
selves and have hit their stride, 
especially since the beginning 
of February. Having several key 
players back from last year’s na¬ 
tional championship winner also 
gives UNC an advantage over the 
rest of the region. 

Best potential matchup 

UNC VS. Gonzaga: The re¬ 
match of last year’s national 
championship would come in the 
regional final, which would make 
for several intriguing storylines 
and what should be an exciting 
game. The Tar Heels would be 
seeking their third straight cham¬ 
pionship appearance. Gonzaga, 
on the other hand, would be after 
revenge. 

Best bet for an upset 

San Diego State: The Aztecs 
came out of nowhere to claim the 
Mountain West’s automatic bid, 
winning their last nine games and 
jumping from No. 79 in Kenpom. 
corn’s rankings to No. 50 in that 
stretch. They upset Gonzaga - al¬ 
beit at home - in December, and 
they recently notched two wins 
over Nevada, including Friday’s 
90-73 rout. Like they were under 
Steve Fisher, Brian Dutcher’s 


squad has one of the better de¬ 
fenses in the country. This group 
is also slightly more efficient of¬ 
fensively than several of Fisher’s 
NCAA Tournament teams. The 
Aztecs are better than Houston at 
guarding without fouling, which 
could be a key in what should be a 
grind-it-out, defensive battle. 

Go-to guy 

Trevon Bluiett, Xavier: Blui¬ 
ett established himself as one of 
the country’s most clutch players 
last season, when he averaged 
25 points and shot 52.2 percent 
in No. 11-seeded Xavier’s three 
NCAA Tournament wins. The 6- 
foot-6 senior guard followed up 
that performance by leading the 
Musketeers to the first No. 1 seed 
in program history. He has aver¬ 
aged 19.5 points, 5.7 rebounds and 
2.5 assists per game and scored 
efficiently from all over the floor. 
Don’t be surprised if you see Blu¬ 
iett on the AP All-America First 
Team in a few weeks. 

Best coaching matchup 

Ohio State Vs. South Dakota 
State: Ohio State parted ways 
with Thad Matta last summer 
because there was seemingly no 
hope the roster he had assembled 
could accomplish much this sea¬ 
son. Enter Chris Holtmann, who 
led the Buckeyes to 24 wins and 
a No. 5 seed after similarly revi¬ 
talizing Butler in 2014-15 with an 
unexpected tournament appear¬ 
ance. T.J. Otzelberger, mean¬ 
while, has taken South Dakota 
State to two straight Big Dances 
in his first two seasons as a head 
coach. 

— By Ari Kramer, Newsday 


Team capsules 


No. 6 Houston 

Record: 26-7. Last 10: 8-2. Coach: Kelvin Sampson. 

Best win: 104-71 at home to Tulsa on Jan. 11. 
Worst loss: 84-80 vs. Drexel on Nov. 17. 

Team Scoring: 78.0 points per game, 46.8 fg 
pet, 39.1 three-pt pet, 71.3 ft pet. Top seorers: Rob 
Gray 18.1; Corey Davis Jr. 13.4; Devin Davis 10.7. 
Rebounds: Davis 6.2; Breaon Brady 4.6; Avg team 
margin (plus-7.7). Assist/Turnover Ratio (1.23): 
Gray (4.7/2.2), 135 assists. 

The skinny: For the 12th time in program history, Houston 
reeorded 24-plus wins with their first undefeated home reeord 
sinee 1983-84. Ameriean Athletie Conferenee eoaeh of the year 
Kelvin Sampson beeame only the 14th eoaeh in NCAA history to 
lead four-plus sehools to the NCAA Tournament. 

11. San Diego State 

Record: 22-10. Last 10: 9-1. Coach: Brian Duteher. 

---1 Best Win: 90-73 vs. Nevada on March 9. Worst 

Loss: 63-62 vs. California on Dec. 9. 

I Team scoring: 77.5 points per game, 46.1 fg 
—pet, 33.9 three-pt pet, 72.1 ft pet. Top Scorers: 
ts Malik Pope 12.9; Devin Watson 12.3; Matt Mitch¬ 
ell 10.7. Rebounds: Jalen McDaniels 7.5; Pope 6.6: 

^ Avg team margin (plus-5.2). AssistAurnover Ra¬ 
tio (1.25): Trey Kell (4.1/21.6), 110 assists. 

The Skinny: The Aztecs got a big win over then-No. 12 Gon¬ 
zaga on Dec. 21, but lost 6 of 8 In the middle of the conference 
season to fall to 13-10 overall. Since that skid, San Diego State 
has won nine in a row, including a pair of wins over Nevada 

— an RPI Top-20 team. 

3. Michigan 

Record: 28-7. Last 10: 9-1. Coach: John Beilein. 

Best Win: 75-66 vs. Purdue on March 4. Worst 
ioss: 61-52 at Northwestern on Feb. 6. 

Team scoring: 74.5 points per game, 47.1 fg 
pet, 36.9 three-pt pet, 65.9 ft pet. Top Scorers: 
Moritz Wagner 14.5; Muhammad-All Abdur-Rah- 
kman 12.6; Charles Matthews 12.6. Rebounds: 
Wagner 7.1; Matthews 5.4; Avg team margin 
(plus-0.7). AssistAumover Ratio (1.6231): Zavier Simpson 
(3.6/1.3), 127 assists. 

The skinny: For the second consecutive season, Michigan 
has come on strong heading into the NCAA Tournament. The 
Wolverines, who won five in a row prior to beginning their run 
to the 2017 Sweet Sixteen, beat No. 2 Michigan State in the Big 
Ten Tournament semifinals and No. 8 Purdue in the champion¬ 
ship game, extending their win streak to nine games. 

14. Montana 

Record: 26-7. Last 10: 8-2. Coach: Travis DeCuire. 

Best Win: 88-79 at Northern Colorado on Feb. 
1. Worst Loss: 71-68 at Georgia State on Dec. 9. 

Team Scoring: 78.1 points per game, 47.1 fg 
pet, 34.3 3-pt pet, 70.6 ft pet. Top Scorers: Ah- 
maad Rorie 17.2; Michael Oguine 15.8; Jamar 
Akoh 13.1. Rebounds: Akoh 6.7; Oguine 5.5;^ Avg 

-1 team margin (plu: 

(1.03): Rori (3.7/2.0), 123 assists. 

The Skinny - ■ ■■ 

— its second-. . „_^_ _ _ 

an 11-point halftime deficit and beat Eastern Washington in tne 
championship game of the Big Sky Tournament. It is Montana’s 
first NCAA Tournament appearance since back-to-back trips to 
the Big Dance in 2012-13. 

7. Texas A&M 

Record: 20-12. Last 10: 6-4. Coach: Billy Kennedy. 

Best Win: 81-80 at Auburn on Feb. 7. Worst 
Loss: 69-68 at home to LSU on Jan. 6. 

Team Scoring: 75.0 points per game, 45.7 fg 
pet, 32.7 three-pt pet, 66.7 ft pet. Top Scorers: Ty- 
fer Davis 14.5; Admon Gilder 12.2; DJ Hogg 11.3. 
Rebounds: Robert Williams 9.0; Davis 8.8; Avg 
team margin (plus-5.9). AssistAurnover Ratio 
(1.14): Duame Wilson (4.0/2.4), 89 assists. 

The Skinny: Texas A&M makes the NCAA Tournament for 
the second time in three seasons despite an early exit in the 
SEC Tournament when Collin Sexton’s buzzer-beater lifted Ala¬ 
bama past the Aggies. Texas A&M entered the conference tour¬ 
nament ranked 25th In RPI and fifth In total rebounds (41.26). 
Admon Gilder, Tyler Davis, and Duane Wilson have surpassed 
1,000 career points. Freshman and Dallas native TJ Starks has 
averaged 14.2 points per game since Jan. 27, and had 23 against 
Alabama. Starks appeared to have beat the Crimson Tide with 
his late 3-polnter before Sexton answered on the other end. 

10. Providence 

Record: 21-13. Last 10 Games: 5-5. Coach: Ed Cooley. 

Best Win: 76-71 at home to Villanova on Feb. 
14. Worst Loss: 72-63 at Massachusetts on Dec. 
9. 

Team Scoring: 73.7 points per game, 44.2 fg 
pet, 33.3 three-pt pet, 70.3 ft pet. Top Scorers: 
Rodney Bullock 14.0; Alpha DIallo 13.0; Kyron 
Cartwright 11.8. Rebounds: DIallo 6.6; Bullock 5.8; 
Avg team margin (minus-0.1). Assist/Turnover 
Ratio (1.10): Cartwright (5.7/2.7), 187assists. 

The Skinny: Providence advanced to the Big East Tourna¬ 
ment championship game, where it led No. 2 Villanova by as 
many as 12 points before falling In overtime — their third OT 
game in as many days. The Friar are the only team in the coun¬ 
try with three wins over teams ranked in the Top 5. 

2. North Carolina 

Record: 25-10. Last 10: 7-3. Coach: Roy Williams. 

Best Win: 74-69 vs. Duke on March 9. Worst 
Loss: 79-75 at home vs. Wofford on Dec. 20. 

Team Scoring: 82.0 points per game, 46.0 fg 
pet, 36.4 3-pt pet, 74.1 ft pet. Top Scorers: Luke 
Maye 17.2; Joel Berry II 17.1; Cameron Johnson 
12.7. Rebounds: Maye 10.1; Theo Pinson 6.4; Avg 
team margin (plus-10.0). AssistAurnover Ratio 
(1.52): Pinson (4.8/2.4), 169 assists. 

The Skinny: North Carolina made its record 35th appearance 
in the Atlantic Coast Conference Tournament title game by 
winning three games before falling to top-ranked Virginia in 
the title game. The Tar Heels played about as well as any team 
has this season against the best defensive team in the country, 
shooting 40 percent and committing only nine turnovers. 

15. Lipscomb 

Record: 23-9. Last 10: 9-1. Coach: Casey Alexander. 

——- Best Win: 74-66 at Belmont on Nov. 27. Worst 

L 1 Loss: 87-69 at Jacksonville on Jan. 13. 

I r Team Scoring: 82.6 points per game, 45.6 fg 

I I pet, 33.1 3-pt pet, 71.5 ft pet. Top Scorers: Gar- 

1 |_/n rison Mathews 22.1; Rob Marberry 16.0; Kenny 

Cooper 9.9. Rebounds: Eli Pepper 7.9; Marberry 
5.8; Avg team margin (plus-3.8). AssistAurnover 
Ratio (1.05): Cooper (4.0/3.0), 119 assists. 

The Skinny: Getting to their first dance wasn’t easy for the 
Bisons as they saw a 32-point second-half lead in the A-Sun 
title game cut to five by Florida Gulf Coast with plenty of time 
left before recovering to win 108-96. The D-l record for largest 


I I ( 


comeback from a second-half deficit Is 31. 


- Associated Press 
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Hollywood slights 

Lakers cruise past Cavs in first 
meeting since trade » Page 25 
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Inside: NCAA Tournament bracket, Page 27 
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Tourney time 


March Madness provides respite from 
scandals consuming college hoops 


By Eddie Pells 

Associated Press 

T he coaches, players and 
TV announcers waited 
breathlessly for the re¬ 
veal, then broke down 
the snubs, seedings and 


matchups with the same glee as kids 
unwrapping gifts under the Christ¬ 
mas tree. In all, the unveiling of 
the NCAA Tournament bracket felt 
pretty much like business as usual. 

That’s really not the case this 
season. 

SEE MADNESS ON PAGE 27 


Drive angry: Harvick wins third straight race»i>>ie2t |lll■|!IJJIIjl| 












